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V O Y A G E 



TO THE 



COASTof AFRICA, (^f. 



I N 



A LETTER toaFRIEND at 
LONDON. 



CHAP. I. 

Of the equipment of the fquadron — their failing from Spitbead^ and 
arrival in the harbour of Corke — with the- misfortunes and delays 
they met with there. 

Dear Sir, 

^T is now with great impatience, that we wait at 
Spithead for a fair wind, to waft us to thofe fultry 
regions, where the pride of France is once more 
deilin'd to endure the additional warmth of Britiih 
thunder. And altho' I have of late been avcrfe to 
going any more abroad, I now follow fortune with 
cheerfulnefs wherever flie leads, — and, however unbecoming a Chri- 
ilian to confefs it, am fo warm'd fince the death of our poor £:iend 
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2 AVOYAGE TO THE 

at Cherburg *, that I rejoice in going upon immediate adion j and 
could be happy, if I were a foldicr, with his fkill, to revenge his 
death ! But alas, my peaceful robes, entangle my arms ; having no- 
thing left me but Cato's comfort Ibanks to the Gods, my boy has 

done his duty I 

I have however, altho' by my profeffion denied refentment, one 
method of revenge in (lore, which I hope no Britifh Chriftian will 

condemn. Tho' I have a tender fellow-feeling for many families, 

who muft at this time groan in moft lamentable diftrefs, thro' all 
France ; and who are truly worthy the pity of a fuprcme and im- 
partial Almighty; yet I (hall pray for the confufion of their politics, 
from the very bottom of my heart ; and that our Miniftry may never 
fheath the fword, until an enemy fo treacherous are on their bended 
knees. 

I wifli, indeed, I may not carry my prayers too far 5 and that they 
may not become thofe of the unfaithful, which do not prevail. We 
have as yet been fomewhat unlucky. The Torbay, on board of 
which our commodore, the honourable Auguftus Keppel, is to hoift 
his pendant, was hardly prepared for fea, when by an unlucky ac- 
cident in her magazine (he partly blew up. — Scarcely was (he refit- 
ted, when in a violent guft of wind, (lie, with a ninety-gun (hip, 

broke their moorings, and were drove a-(hore. Thefe Di(ficulties 

were foon furmounted. On the (ixteenth of Odober, the wind 
£« 6 N. the Litchfield, and Roman Emperor failed for Ireland, with 
the tranfports, to take on board feven hundred Soldiers; and on the 
nineteenth) the wind at £. S. £. at fix o'clock in the morning, the 
whole fquadron followed, and arrived in the harbour of Corke on 
the twenty-fecond in the evening, when Mr. Keppel firft hoifted his 
broad pendant* 

We had an excellent pafiage ; and hardly any thing worth re- 
mark, unlefs that of our faUing in with a Dutch vefiei who made 
us a fignal, by a weft in her enfign, that (he wanted to fpeak 
with us. Tis obfervable, that the people of that republic, feldom 



* Our author's brodier, captain William LimUaj, hrlg^de-major, and cap- 
tain of a troop in lord Ancram's dragoons : who fell a lacrifice to bravery in a 
desperate attempt ; to prove the uTefuln^ of thofe light troops, he him£:lf bad the 
konour to intiodiice into die Britifli fervice» 

choofe 



Digitized by 



Google 



COAST OF AFRICA. 3 

choofc to flop a moment, or lofe an inch of their courfe for any 

body. — ^That he wanted to fpeak with us is certain 5 had he 

been in diftrefs himfelf, he would have 6red guns, and certainly 
have followed us : but by his making the fignal, and keeping in his 
own courfe, he muil have had Tome information to have given us» 
with refped to ourfelvcs : fome brother in diftrefs : perhaps fomc 
enemy at hand, too ftrong to encounter ; or in our power to de- 

ftroy. Yet, ftrange indifference ! none in the fquadron fhew'd 

the fmallcfl dcfire to hear what he had to fay *. In a few days 
after (in Corke harbour) we learn'd that a French fquadron had taken 
one of our frigates, and were in fuch diflrefs themfelves, that they 
funk the fhip and fct the crew a-fhore on the Irifli coafl : how far 
this is true, I know not -, but we are fince inform'd, that they were 
aftually in diftrefs, returning from Quebec, and were met foon after, 
by admiral Bofcawen; but at a time, when that Great and Brave man, 
not on account of his few fhips, but from the badnefs of the wea- 
ther, had it not in his power to add their ftrength to that of his 
country ! And I have fince been inform'd, that this French fleet was 
on the day before within fight of the iflands of Scilly. 

On our arrival at Corke, we were not a little difappointed in find- 
ing neither the Litchfield there, nor her convey; but that being 
forced by fhefs of weather into Kinfale 5 two of the tranfports had 
been feparated, and inftead of finding captain Barton in readinefs to 
join the commodore in the ofling, the troops were flill at quarters in 
Corke. 

The commodore's prefence, however, ripen'd matters foon : and 
on the twenty-fifth by break of day, the wind at N. N. W. the 
fjgnal was made to unmoor ; but fhifting to the S. W. prevented our 
failing. However, the next morning, the winds changing about to 
the N. E. the fignal to unmoor was again repeated at four o'clock in 
the morning — at feven we weighed and got under fail,— and at 
noon, the old head of Kinfale bearing W. 6 S. was diflant about 
two leagues. About which time, Mr. Keppel, by hoifting a Spa- 
nifh enfign on the mizen-top-mafl-head was foon after join'd by 



* Our author feems willing to favour his own captain as much as poffible : for we 
are told the Fougueux was Sie only fhip which had it in her power to (peak with 
this veflel, 
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4 A VOYAGE TO THE 

the Litchfield (I think about two o'clock), and three more of the 
fquadron : but the ulual deliberation of merchant- veflels, let the 
wind fhift to the ' S. S. E, whereby it became impoflible for the 
whole to get out of the harbour for that day : fo that the commo- 
dore, about three o'clock, was oblig'd to fire guns as fignals for 
pilots ; with whom, being all fupplied, we returned about four 
o'clock towards Corke, the Litchfield and tranfports excepted, wha 
retired to Kinfale ; — when happy had it been for us in the Fou* 
gueux, had we dropt an anchor any- where j or even had we put out 
to fea 5 altho' we had been obliged afterwards, to have lain-to the. 
reft of the night ! 

The winds were frefli, and fair; the feas fmoothj our fhips* 
clean ; and the NafTau and Fougueux, feem'd emulous which 

fliould gain the port firft. The Fougueux had been a great 

way a-flcrn of the Naffau : fhe failed welU and foon got a- 
breaft of her. The NafTau, though the fmaller fliip, was com- 
manded by a fenior oflicer 5 which gave them a tide to jockey, 
and be pofitive on the occafion : and having no fignal to the con- 
trary at that time, nor being under any obligation to fhorten fail, or 
to bear away, on the contrary rather bore up. The Fougueux again 
trufting to her heels, in paffing the other, being now in the mouth, 
of the harbour, bore clofe upon her : and going with a. velocity of 
eight miles an hour, we imperceptibly ftole upon each other ; until 
even the natural attradlion that one body has unto another, began to 
have effedt. In this fituation, I believe the officers of both fhips*. 
were not a little uncafy : I believe, I may venture to fay, confus'd. 
—Who was in the fault, is not mine to fayi — whether they were 

not both ; or might be neither. However, by fome miflake * of 

their helm, we fay ; and of ours, they fay ; the two fhips ran. foul 
of each other: — the NafTau's (larboard bow, on the Fougueux's* 
larboard Quarter. By which, with his bowfprit and fpritfail-yard,, 
he fnapt (hort our cnfign-ftafF^ almoft carried away our mizeni-maft| 
tore into pieces our quarter-gallery; fprang one of our riders; 
hruis'd to the flumps, her own cat- head ; damag'd feveral of her 
y head- knees, and timbers; tearing her head in fuch a mapner, that 

* Qjicrc. Whether or not the Author ought to have us'J pofttivenefs inftead of 
mijlake* 
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it is now on bo^rd the Arc en Cicl, to be carried home : and had 
we not been more than ordinarily brifk, in Clewing up our fails, and 
dropping an anchor, we muft botli have infallibly been driven 

a-fliore. But thus dropping an anchor, the Naflau backed a-ftern, 

got clear of us, and fafely into harbour. While we, alas, were re- 
ferv'd to undergo a few more hardfliips, in a night of uncommon 
darknefs, with winds increafing ! 

Being in a dangerous fituation j nor daring to lay there, 'till the 
light of a new day, we fet our fails and hove up our anchor, intend- 
ing for the harbour ; but lying too near the Turbiitrbank, and un- 
able to caft clear of it, we were again obliged to let go the anchor. 
Sounding, we found fix fathoms water, and could veer to a cable's 
length; but then not farther than forty fathoms from very awful 

and dangerous breakers I It was now dark ; no gleam of moon- 

fhine to enliven ; no light refledted, but from thofe dreadful broken 
furges ; winds ftorming 5 feas rifing, and roaring over ' the threat- 
ning rocks : and to add to our comfortlefs condition, no room to 
cut our cable, (hould we be forc'd to venture all, and fly from the 
lafl ftroke. In this fituation we let down a boat into the fea, which 
returned to us with fome gleams of comfort, finding by the lead five 
fathoms clofe upon the rocks. 

At midnight the winds blew fo ftrong, that we were oblig'd to 
lower the main and mizen-yards, to ftrike the main-top-maft, and to 
let go the beft bower anchor under foot. At two in the morning, it 
began to rain or rather to pour down whole floods of water; but- 
inftead of abating the fury of the winds, it rather added to the 
weight, fo that we became oblig'd, to heave (hort upon the befl: ' 
bower 5 and clapping a plate in the hawfe, we then rode 'till five, 
—at which time the fhip thwarting with the windward tide, (he 
ftruck above thirty times, altho' in five fathoms water. 

I now began, I will confefs to you, to think of bidding an eternal 
adieu to my friendftiips below; — when my next care was, what 
papers I might poffibly fave of value ; (hould God in his all- wife 
providence be pleas'd to caft me on fhore with life. But this 
was a thought foon kft me : a little refledlion (hewing, that having; 
the whole depth of the (hip clofe upon Hie rocks, if I kept by the f 
ihtp^ fhe could not Jceep by- me j and ihould I truft to my fwim^ 
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6 A VOYAGE TO THE 

ing, the flrength of a thoufand arms would be da(h'd to pieces in a 
moment ! 

The feamen were mean time, doing fomewhat, while any little 

could be thought of. They hove up the beft bower anchor ; fct 

the forefail and fore-ftayfail, and cut the fmall bower cable, in 
hopes to run from the danger. But alas, now under fail ; having 
caft towards the eaftern (bore, within Roches Tower j and fo near 
it, that another Minute would have landed us on the banks of 
eternity ; to our utter confufion, the (hip would not fleer : and we 
foon learn'd that 'her weight in ftriking on the hard bottom, had 
broke the tiller, fhort off, in the rudder- head ! 

In this frefh diftrefs captain Knight, unufually cool thro' the 
whole, inftantly brought her up with the beft bower anchor, and 
rode with a cable; — when, the winds ftill continuing cruel and 
hard-hearted, not daring to veer out any more cable, we next 
lower'd the fore-yard, handed the forefail, and fet the carpenters to 
work, to fit another tiller in the rudder-head 5 hoping we might be 
able to comfort ourfclves, with at leaft the fafety of our lives. But 
alas, providence feem'd to frown upon all our endeavours 1 At eight 
in the morning, the winds diminifliing nothing in their fury, and 
the fea yawning deep and dreadful, altho' the fhip drew not more 
than twenty-two feet water, (he ftruck again in fix fathom ; and 
on fuch rocky ground, that great quantities of her (heathing-boards 
floated on the water, and, as is fufpedted, part of her xudder's bottom! 
In this frefh furprize, we again hoifted up the fore-yard ; clap'd a 
new eight inch hawfer for a fpring upon the beft bower cable, and 
cafting her with the forefail, fore-ftayfail, and fpritfail, we cut 
away the beft bower cable and hawfer, and happily, more owing 
at laft to the kindnefs of providence, than to all the endeavours of 
man, we got clear of the Turbut-bank, and fafely into the harbour, 
about nine o'clock : when we came to with the fheet anchor, in 
nine fathom water j veer'd to a cable -, and bending the beft bower 
to the fpare anchor, at noon veering away, we moor'd her in the 

beft manlier we then could, in eight fathom. For being glad to 

fetch any part of the harbour, we lay ftill open to the mouth of the 
port I and to all the fwell of the feas, and rage of the winds ^i — fo 
that tiot being able to heave a*head, we bitted the fheet cable two« 
thirds out,— -and hop'd for fairer weather I 
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Short-figfated^ prefumptuous, ungrateful mortals ! Although, as 
the poet fingSi 

Unquenda telluSy it domusy tt placens 
Vxor: neque barum^ quas coUsy arbor um 
Te, prefer invifas cuprejfosy 
Wla brevem dominum Jequetu r 



Yet but the other day, I endeavoured to cover my complaints on 
the fcverity of providence, under the cloak of an enemy ! I will 
confefs, I thought the death of fo valuable a relation hard. — But to- 
day, inflead of a punifhment adequate to the prefumption, the 
thunderbolt is laid afide, and a prefent is made me of my life ! I am 
forry for my fault, — and begin to learn aChriftian's prayers, ihould be 
for peace. I have now indeed greater reafon than ever, to wifli peace 
to us all, and a happy meeting at home. Scenes, like the paft» 
are not dcfireable ; tho' methinks while the war continues, even with 
me, 'twill look bad, to draw back. I have fome hopes, however, 
of never meeting with fuch another. — My captain, who has been 
almoft conftantly afloat for thefe thirty years and upwards, confeflfes 
never to have been in half the danger of that night : and that it was 
the kind interpofition of providence alone, when all human art was 
baffled, that we are now in fafety. And what is very remarkablci 
without the lofs of a life, limb, or any other misfortune to our 
crew, a few falls or bruifes only excepted ! And 'twas well indeed 
providence made barehis arm in our behalf: as it was impoffible for 
us to have received any afliftance from the reft of our fquadron. In 
the evening before, the commodore, anxious for our fafety, while it 
was yet moderate, did what he could, and fent his 9wn pilot on 
board of us ; with an account, that he himfelf had (truck upon a 
rock, receiving fome damage in his (heathing and falfe keel, and 
befeech'd us to keep clear of that danger. — But when we came to 
extremities, our making iignals of diftrefs would only have made our 
friends the more unhappy ! 

During the remainder of the day, and fucceeding night, we were 
obliged to lie in this deplorable fituation. The winds blowing ftill 
very hard ; with no poffibility as yet of afliftance, but in hopes from 
the mercy above; all our friends now in fight; and had we been 
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driven by the violence of the u^inds, we had not one anchor more 
left' us> to have let go in our relief! 

On the twenty-eighth, towards noon, the florm abated; and be- 
coming more moderate, in the afternoon, we rcnew'd our efforts j 
and by heaving in our (heet cable, and veering the bcft bower, we 
made a confiderable amendment on our moorings; — Pog's Nofc 
bearing S. S, E. .and the mouth of Crofs Haven river about 

w s.w. 

On funday the twenty-ninth, the weather became more moderate, 
mix'd with rain. When our old pilot, a man who had been much 
.oblig'd to captain Knight on fornfier occafions, came from the ihorc 
to our afliftance ; when to our comfort we learn'd that we lay not a 
cable's length from a fhoal, running from the fouth fide of Spike 
ifland. I fay to our comfort; for, happily for us, we have thefc 
two days been ignorant of our danger ! We immediately weighed 
the beft bower, and^ veering away the other^ drop'd him farther to 
the northward ; thereby clearing ourfelves a little from the fhoal, 
and at the fame time fhutting a little more the opennefs of the har- 
bour's mouth. — And on the day following, the commodore order- 
ed captain Sayer to fpare us one of his anchors: and foon after 
we received from Kinfale, another anchor and cable. 

On the firft of November, the winds had fo far fubfided, that 
we had fome hopes of recovering thofe anchors and cables, which 
we left behind us on the twenty-fixth of lafl month; and had fix'd 
.for that purpofe, a devit on the bow of the lighter which brought 
the anchor and cable from Kinfale : but the fea as yet ran too high, 
to effedt it. And on the fecond, third, fourth, and fifth days (fo 
afliduous was the commodore, infeizing all opportunities of getting 
to fea) we had in each, fignals to unmoor, but were as often dif- 
. appointed; having the conflant trouble of mooring again in the 
evenings. During which time, captain Knight made daily efforts 
to recover his lofl anchors ; and on the fifth in the evening the 
lighter return'd, with the beft bower anchor, and part of the cable ; 
by which we were enabled to return the Nafliu that which we 
had borrowed. 

On the fixth, having lain the proceeding night at fingle anchor; 
.and in the morning fufpedting it to be foul, we liove it up to look 
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at him ; but were obliged to drop him again inftantly, the winds 
coming fv6m S. to S. S. E. and S. E. fo hard and fqually, that wc 
found our (hip (when the anchor was down again, and cable taught) 
drive to leeward ; and being afraid of falling upon the flioals of the 
weftern fliore, we dropt the fmall bower^ and vcer'd to two-thirda 
of a cable : but the winds increafing, and driving us from our an- 
chors, clofe upon the flioals, where being as yet open to the fury 
of both feas and winds, from the harbour's mouth, maugre all our 
endeavours, we were brought at length to hang out the enfign of 
diftrefs. - Mean time, about ten o'clock, we got out two fmall an^ 
chors and hawfers ; half an hour afterwards, captain Sayer fent us a 
flream anchor and cable -, and ibon followed all the fpare boats in 
the fquadron to give us their aid. We got down our top*gallant 
yards and lower yards; (Iruck both top-gallant mads, and top« 
mafts ; and having then got as litde hold of the winds as pofliblc^ 
we bcg^ to heave from the danger ; and about four o'clock, having 
got up the fmall bower, and hove the fliip to windward by the 
flream cable and hawfers, we drop'd the fmall bower again in nine 
fathom, and veer'd to two-thirds of a cable; when Dog's Nofc 
bore S. and Roche's tower S. i W. Early next morning, wc 
found it neceflary to vere away more cable ; when, by fome un- 
fortunate accident, both cable and hawfer ran out end for end.— 
Providence, however, ftill befriended us! Tho' the bitts were fet 
on fire by the velocity and weight of the ftrain, we fufier'd no other 
damage : — the clench of the fmall bower cable itfelf, without giv* 
ing way, very wonderfully brought us up, when wc let go the beft 
bower, in feven fathoms ; and in the afternoon we moor'd the fliip^ 
with a cable in both ends, Roche's tower bearing S. one-half E. 
and the middle of Spike ifland N. N. W. On the eighth, being 
not as yet in a place of fafety, early in the morning we hove fliort 
on the fmall bower ; carried out the cadge anchor, to bring our fliip 
to the Eaftward ; and veering out the fmall bower again, we hove 
her over, mooring at laft in a pretty good birth. Dog's Nofe bear- 
ing S. i W. and the middle of Spike ifland N. W* in eleven fathom 
water. On the ninth we creep'd, with the longboat, for our fmall 
bower anchor; which we left behind us on the twenty-fixth of 
lafl ; which having found, we clap'd a buoy and buoy rope on him, 
waiting fome other opportunity to wei^h him . T he tenth was a 
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day of raitth and jollity ; — the hirth-day of his moft gracious Ma- 
jcfty ; when, befides our fquadron, there being in this harbour at 
the fame time the Arc en Ciel from Hallifax, and the Colchefter 
from the Eaft-Indies, with feven fail of that trade, we made in 
firing a very noble appearance, and fuch as the People of this nation 
'are but little us'd to fee. 

On the day following, being the eleventh of November, the winds 
at N. E. ^N. we at laft got clear of this harbour, and of this coaft. 

We got off Kinfale by four in the afternoon, where we were 

join'd by the Litchfield, the Roman Emperor, and tranfports, to 
the number of eighteen fail. As follows : 



The LINE of BATTLE. 



Frigates 



Ships 



I Commander 
Commanders ' in chief 



Fire-Drake 
Bomb 

Experiment 

Roman Em- 
peror 

Furnace 
Bomb 



Litchfield 
Prince Edward 

Naflau 

Torbay 

Fougueux 
Dunkirk 



Mat. Barton 
Wm. Fortefcue 

James Sayer 

Thomas Owen 

Jofqph Knight 
Robert Digby 



•J 
W 
Ph 

^ w ^ 

c« Lid o 

^^ § 

o 



r 


O 

c 


4 


50 


5 


44 


3 


64 


3 


74 


3 


64 


4 


60 






350 
280 

480 

700 

500 
420 



The Litchfield to lead with the ftarboard tacks on board ; and 
The Dunkirk to kad with the larboard. 



Given on board his Majefty*s fliip the Torbay, 
inCorke harbour, Nov. i, 1758. 



A. Keppel. 



Two bomb tenders, and fix tranfports with troops. 
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CHAP. 11. 

Some reJleSiions of the author^ on the misfortunes the feet met with 
during their fay in Ireland*^ with fome propojals bow to avoid Jucb 
accidents for the future. 

BUT before we put out to fea, permit me, my dear Sir, to in- 
dulge myfelf in a few obfervations. They may be thought a 
landfman's — But be it fo — ^You and I are no other; and we (hall 
Hand correded, when the more knowing (hall be pleased to differ 
from us. 

Some time ago, upon an expeditioR to Halifax, it was thought 

proper to embark troops from Ireland. Whether that the Roman 

catholicks of that ifland are on the decline, and not fo much to be 
fear'd from them ; whether we were in danger of invafions at home, 
and could not fpare them from Britain ; whether the expedition was 
not far from being to be coveted, and the greater interelt ftay'd at 
home ; or whether troops might not be wanted in England at the 
fame time, to carry on an expedition of far greater importance > (hall 
be left to the deci(ion of the more (kill'd in politicks t certain, how- 
ever, it is, that admiral Holborne was detain'd in this harbour, for 
fome months, by winds which almoft conftantly (it in one quarter, 
during the winter, from the time of the equinocflial gales ; and at 
laft was oblig'd to turn out with fo (cant a wind, that one of his 
(hips ftruck on the Turbut-bank in the mouth of the harbour : 
The confcquencc of all which was, getting there too late, and be- 
ing oblig'd to return as he went, after a great expence of the public 
coffer, as well as laying the characters of otherways brave and able 
officers, under the public lafh, whofe only fault was their not 
being able to command the weather. 

Nor is this the only inftance of expeditions being delayed, by put- 
ting into Corke harbour ; — but I will not multiply. Our own misfor- 
tunes there are recent. The oldeft people here (and age gives ex- 
perience) expected to wi(h us the compliments of a Chciftmas fea- 
fon : fo little did they lay any ftrefs upon a change of foutherly 
winds : — and all this, only to take with us fix or feven hundred 
men; which out of England could hardly be miffed. — ;And if we 
really did want forces in England ; why detain an expedition of con- 
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lequence^ when at your leifure you might make up thofe detach* 
ments, by bringing over the Irifli troops from Dublin to Parkgate, 
or from Corke to the more fouthern Ports of England ? But thefe arc 
paft ; — it remains now only to guard againft, as much as poflible> 
misfortunes in the future. 

We have feen a fhip run a-ground on the Turbut-bank; we 
have feen an expedition, on which the eyes of a great part of our 
country were fix'd, within a moment of being ruin'd, with the lofs of 
three capital fhips. It remains, I fay, to guard againfl, as much as 
poffible, misfortunes in the future : and one very obvious method, 
which is daily in our power to put in practice, is as ihamefully 
ncgleded. Moft of our draughts of Harbours, give in fadl only 
general ideas ; infomuch, that not a matter in fifty will choofe ta 
take charge of a fhip into any of our ports, while a pilot is to be 
got : and this can proceed from nothing but a fort of diffidence in 
the knowledge of the place. Would we amend this? All our 
draughts are made by adding obfervations to obfervations. Our fhips- 
are conflantly on the feas, where thoufands of ufeful obfervations 
may every year be made : 'Tis a field in which officers of genius^ 
may have fi'cquent opportunities of making themfelves known to 
their fuperiors, from whom deferved advancements mufl come ; and 
yet 'tis flrange, there is not perhaps an officer in all the navy, who, 
in the compafs of feveral years, will be at the trouble of trunfmit- 
ting to the Admiralty or Navy-board, the fmallcft new obfervations 

made, or old errors correded. We never had fo many men in 

our fervice, capable to make jufl and accurate obfirvations as now ;, 

but to obtain them, we mufl feck another fource. The tafk 

mufl be enjoined them by their admirals : it fhould be expeded of 
them ; and when any fignal obfervations fhall appear, encouraging 
acknowledgments fhould be made them. By this means, appear-- 
ances of lands in perfpedtive, which in our prefent wooden views 
Ve mofl ridiculoufly unlike, would become more ufeful ; longitudes 
more certain j and the entry into ports, with fiifcty from their fand- 
banks and fhoals (excepting bars that fhift), would become as cer- 
tain and obvious, as mile-flones on a road. This knowledge, which 
frond this iburce, from time to time, would be tranfmitted to the 
public, would not be c<Hifin'd to his majefty's navy alone } but, for 
the general benefit of trade^ would even add experience to pilots, in 
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the nature and difficulties of their own particular harbours.— —Nor 
do I think it would be unworthy the notice of our commiffioners, to 
offer particular encouragements to private pilots, in this matter. It 
might be a means of infpiring in thqm a laudable ambition^ 
of improving their genius ; of rendering the art of pilot- 
fhip refpedlable ; and of refcuing it out of the hands of igno- 
rant pretenders, to be improved into general benefit by men of 
abilities. 

For a fad example of the truth of thefe obfervations, I need 
go no farther than this port. Every fifherman is, or pre- 

tends to be a pilot : any of them will take the charge of a king^s 
ihip, of what rate foever : and at the fame time, there is not 
one of them knows fcarcely a fathom of the ground, but by mere 

habit. They know there is a bank in the harbour's mouth ; they 

know that if they keep clofe upon the eaftern fhore, it is to )x 
avoided : but if in fcanty winds, and times of diftrefs, they can't 
command their ufual courfe, they are utterly difconcertcd ; and can 
no more tell you, where it begins on the north, how far it reaches 
to the fouth, or its fituation and breadth from eaft to weft, than they 
know of what particular fort of fifh are caught in the oppofite part 
of the globe, tho' both of which they may guefs at from report. 
And, indeed, it were to be wondcr'd at if they did. They are very 
little us'd to founding of rivers ; or, by proper land-marks and an- 
gles, fixing either the fhape or depth of a channel ; and there is 
not, at prefent extant, one chart of that harbour that can in any 
juft manner be of fcrvice to aflift them. 

I was myfelf, about a twelve-month ago, in this port : and being 
induced (by the accident which had a little before befallen one of 
the fhips under the command of admiral Holbome) to make a few 
loofe obfervations upon the harbour ; on which I perceived, by the 
eye alone, that all the charts of this port, had been laid down by 
the antient rule of thumb, and even in that way itfelf, finifh'd in a 
very bungling manner. Prompted, from thefe defeats, to make 
more accurate obfervations, I had the favour of a chart of it publiih'd 
at Dublin, from the right honourable the earl of Inchiquin, thought 
by that nobleman to be the bcft he had feen, as a fort of help to me i 
but was, in reality, very little. I laboured a good deal upon itj and, 
for the greater exaftnefs^ took the principal angles^ with Hadle/s 
2 quadrant 
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quadrant as well as the theodolite ; and where they diffcr'd, took 
the mediums. — But I had not been in the harbour fix weeks, before 
my fhip returned to England ; when I left the draught unfinifh'd. 
On this prefent occafion, I renew'd my remarks as far as I could ; 
fome of them in the moft dangerous circumftances, and at a time 
when life and death were at a ftruggle : but have not been able, as 
yet, to finifti the whole : — fuch as it is, however, and as my 
labour and little experience have delineated it, I have fcnt you 
(Plate i.) with my liberty to difpofe of it as you pleafe, if 
poflibly it may be of public benefit : and this ufe in particular I 

think might be made of it. A harbour of great confequcnce 

to Britain, in which its fevcral draughts difi^er two or three points of 
the compafs ; feveral miles in the circumference ; twenty, thirty, 
forty, and in fome places fifty feet in the depth of water ; and the 
whole form extreamly diftorted and unnatural, may, by this infor- 
mation, induce thofe whom it may more nearly concern, to con- 
tinue the amendments; and ferve as a hint, that a draught ftill 
more corrcdt, and at a trifling expence, might be eafily pro- 
cured +• 

CHAR 



t There is another method, for the farther prcfervation of his majcfty's fhipS, 
which our author, if he had divefted himfelf intirely of partiality, might aJfo have 
propofed ; and which, as we can have no perfonal intereft in view, thofc whom it 
may concern, will the more eafily forgive the following freedom. 

We are told, there arc many captains in the fervice, who, from a fecond-naturc, 
can never get rid of afling the parts of inferior officers ; having, perhaps, ferv'd a 
long while in the quality of a midfliipman or mate; and longer ftill in that 
of a lieutenant. Some there arc, who have contra<9:ed a fondnefs of bellowing their 

commands to their people, which, they think, is like a feaman : others are (b 

ridiculoufly opinionated, they imagine nothing can be well done, they do not them- 

fclvcs : there are others again, who arc perpetually on deck, being at a 

lofs for any other way to difpofe of their times ; and are, in all thefe feveral cafes, 
led, lefs or more, to do many little things which are, or ought to be, for below.the 
dignity of a Britilh commander. Not that we are of opinion, that a captain has 
no bufinefs with the command of his own Ihip, who ought certainly to be the />rx- 
fMum mcbiie of all ; — but only that he (hould acl in the general, without defcending 
to particulars, which arc the duties of thofe officers appointed to be his affiftants. 
^ 1'hcre arc captsins, whom we have heard of, like the cuckow in June, feldom fecn ; 
but when fecn, admir'd : they knew CTcry thing; order'd every thing; interfering in 
no officers particular duties, trom their cabbins were fcnt their orders in ftatc ancTrc- 
gularity to all ; oocc a day they took «a airing upon the quartOTHicck j and if, upon 

particular 
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CHAP. III. 

Of the difficulties through which the fquadron labour' d^ after their 
■' departure from Ireland to their arrival at Santa Cruz road in the 
ijland of Teneriff. 

BUT leaving digreffion, permit me to proceed with you in our 
voyage 5 in which, on the feventeenth, at four in the morn- 
ing, in thick hazy weather with rain, we loft fight of ail the 
fquadron : but at feven, hearing a gun in the N.W. the wind at the 
fame time ihifting from S. E. ^S. to W. N.W. and rightly judging 
it to be a fignal on board the commodore, we wore fhip ; and tho\ 
for fame time after, we could fee but two of our men of war; yet, 
at noon, we faw two more ; at three in the afternoon, another 5 and 
at ten, clearing up, we join'd the commodore and fquadron, with- 
out any accident happening, but the feparation of one of our bombs, 
whom we neverthelefs were in hopes was well. Next day, at noon, 
we were join'd by his majefty's (hips the Pallas and Saltafh, in the 



particular occafions, or emergencies, they found it neceflary to give the word of com- 
mand, ihe captain's voice would enliven the very deadeft of the crew. There are 
others, we have heard of, who are perpetually on their quarter-decks ; and tho' the 
fervice, in thi& refpeft, is very much mended ; yet there are many, at this day, who ■ 
will ftoop to do even the duty of a boatfwain : there are thofe, who will find fault 
where there is none ; and, merely to appear of confequence, will do, undo, teaze, 
puzzle, and harrafs a whole (hip's company ; while fome jealous of being thought 
nobody, will take pleafure in being openly troublefome to every body ; and in cafes 
of extremity, the difcontented crews hang heavily in their duties, and will do twice 

as much for the youngeft oflicers on board, as they will for them.-^ So induftrioufly 

do men fometimes go about to render themfelves little ! And in the preferit cafe in 
hand, albeit our author feems to foften the matter, and is unwilling to fay the mif- 

conduft was the faults of either captains : yet from the whole, we may not 

unjuftly fufpcft, that had the command of the Fougueux and NaiTau, devolved from 
their refpeftive captains, to their pilots, as they ought, whether a great deal of the 
misfortunes they then underwent, might not have been avoided? For it is well 
known, even to landfmen, by public report, ths^t many captains of the laft fort, eveh 
in. ports where pilots are allow'd, and where the captain is unacquainted, will take 
much of the command from them : and, in their ufual bluftering manner, before ig- 
norant men, will, by throwing them into confufion, rob them of their fenfes, and 
confound the little command they leave them. An amendment in this, we prefume, 
nwy alfo be of fervice to the navy in ftrange ports. » « 
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former of whom commodore Keppel acquainted the fquadrOHi we 
fhould have an opportunity of fending home letters to our friends, 
in a few days. . On funday, the nineteenth, the winds began to blow 
frefli at W.N.W. fo that a fignal was made for the Prince Edward 
to take one of the tranfports in tow, who was not able to follow us 
through the fcas ;. and in a night following of dirty fqually weather, 
of great lightning and thunder, — in which commodore Keppel had 
one of his people ftruck dead under the half-deck, and by the fame 
vein of lightning had his main-topmaft fplit into pieces, — the fca 
from the N. W. rofc into heaps of fuch heighth, that we clofe- 
reefd our fore-topfails, handed our main-topfail, got down the top- 
gallant yards and mafts, clued up the forefail, and, ftill the more to 
cafe our fhip, lower'd down the mizen-yard, and look'd for better 
weather : but on the twenty-firft. In the morning, finding two of 
our fleet miffing, and ftill no appearance of the winds or feas 
abating, the commodore made the fignal for the Pallas to take her 
leave, without being able to fend any packet or letters on board her. 
On the twenty-third, the two fhips miffing returned to the fleet ; 
having loft company by the boifteroufnefs of the weather, and the 
great fwell which had conftantly attended us fince our leaving Corke, 
from the N. N.W. and W. On the twenty-fcventh, the winds rofc 
high, and blew hard fi-om another quarter, \\x. the S. S.W. which 
tho' it moderated a little on the twenty-eighth in the morning, about 
noon it freffien'd again ; and about nine at night, growing fqually 
and inconftant, we handed the main-topfail, and haul'd up the 
main-fail, expciSling a night of terror and danger ! At one o'clock in 
the morning, the twenty-ninth, we fet our main-fail ; but was glad 
by two to haul it up again, the fqualls coming upon us with light- 
ning and thunder to a degree terrible ! And at feven in the morning, 
wc were furpriz'd with the fight of land, clofc under our lee, from 
£• 6 S. to S. 6 £. and ibme of our (hips fo near, that they feem'd 
to be a-(horc. 'Twas a doubt with fomc of our officers, if what 
wc faw was land ; but feeing other fhips wearing from the danger, 
the moft prudent method was to follow example ; being now re- 
duced to five fail, and uncertain if all the others, e^er this time, 
were not funk to the bottom, or wreck'd on the fhore. At nine 
we reef d our mainfail, and, ftecring from the danger, about noon 
we got tolerably clear fi:om the land. About this time captain 
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Sayer, in the NafTau, having been clofe upon the fhore^ and feeing 
one of our (hips wrecked 5 which he, at the fame time, was per- 
fwaded was the commodore, in the Torbay ; being the next in 
command, opened Mr. KeppeFs letter of rendczvouz, and made a 
lignal for the remainder of the fquadron to come under his ftcrn. 
Mean time the commodore being in fafcty, and confidcrably to the 
leeward, made the fame iignal, to wit, to bear down to him ; and 
as two of our (hips, were at a diftance too far to difcern it, of which 
the Nailau was one, the Fougueux repeated it ; and at two, reef- 
ing our mizen-fail, which had before been ballanced, at three we 
were oblig'd to haul up our fore-fail, and lye too under the reef 'd 
mainfaiL 

Never, in the memory of the oldeft of our feamen, was foch a 
continued temped feen ! Sometimes it was fo dark, 'twas with diffi- 
culty we could difcern each other on the deck : — prefently, in the 
midft of a dreadful guft of wind, the heavens would break out into 
fuch flames of fulphur, that, while the fea turned fometimes 
to a green, fometimes to a blue, and at others to a pure white, the 
whole face of the iky was in fuch a blaze, that it was with difficul- 
ty we recovered our fight for a feafon ! From a fcene of this fort, 
the next minute would enfue fo profound a calm, that the fails beat 
againft the mails, by the motion of the ihip only j and in two or 
three minutes following, from a fudden fquall to a mere hurri- 
cane, roaring in fuch a manner, that being obliged to eaie off 
the foreibeet (while there were yet four turns on the hold), it was 
torn out with a force fo violent, that the adjacent timbers were fet 
on fire ! But what is, perhaps, an accident the moil ilrange that 
has ever befallen mariners, fince failing has been brought to the 
prefent degree of perfection, ilill remains. — By oar reckonings we 
were no lefs than an hundred and twenty leagues diilant from the 
main land 5 in the latitude of Porto Santo, altho* many leagues from 
that too; bound to the ifland of Teneriff; and yet in a dreadful 
tempeil were drove upon the coail of Morocco, when half an hour's 
longer darknefs, nay, a few minutes more, would in all likelihood 
have given the whole of our fquadron a grave in the deep, or chains 
amongil the barbarians ! It was indeed fo mortifying a ilroke to the 
whole art of navigation, that had we not been too near to be de- 
ceived ; nay, had we not left many of our countrymen^ in moft 
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melancholy circumftances behind us, the accident would have loc^'d 
too ridiculous to have been ever credited.— And in this, is fcen the 
greateft inftance of the weak (hort-fightednefs of the art of man, as 
well as the remarkable goodnefs of a merciful all-difpofer ! whofc 
hand, albeit, it feems to have been fet againft us from our firft pre- 
parations, has been ftill merciful in our extremities -, and may, in 
the end, be pleas'd in his infinite goodnefs to ripen his correftions ta 
all our advantages ! 

But our misfortunes were not yet over I one of our number, a 
bomb-ketch, had been feparated from us, almoft from our leaving 
the harbour of Corke. The Litchfield, captain Barton, we had 
kft behind us on the coaft of Barbary, laying over.on one fide to 
the fhore, with all her mafts gone by the board ; the Somerfet 
iranfport firuck a little a- head of the Torbay, and before that 
fhip could wear clear of the danger, the feas were feen to 
break over the tranfport as high as her main-top: one of the 
bomb-tenders had alfo fhar'd the fame fate. About five in 
the evening we perceiv'd, at a diftance, another of our men of 
war hang out a fignal of diftrefs : and at feven we heard another 
of our £hips fire two guns, who coming nearer us, about eight 
firing a third, and fhewing lights, we found it was the other bomb 
indiftreis; and which, by her burning many falie fires, and lan^ 
thorns in great hafte pafiing too and fro on her deck, we had rea* 
Ion to believe was great. Jn half an hour after, falling down upoft\ 
us, {he haird us ; but the winds were too loud to fufier any founds . 
to be heard diftinftly. We guefs*d, however, that (he wanted we 
ihould ftay, and protect her ^ but it being, at that time, impofiible for 
us to fave a fingle foul, had the vefi^l been finking, and, in fo (Irong 
a gale, with feas towering to an inunenfe height, as it would in all. 
probability have fprung our own mafts, which we fear'd was the 
cafe of the bomb, we committed her to the care of an abler de- 
liverer, not daring to bring too and lay by her! We therefore 
anfwered her fignals of diftrefs, by making a fignal to the commo- 
dore of fpeaking with him, and fo continued or endeavourU to con- 
tinue our courfe ;— -but providence, coiitrary to our inclination,, 
made us befriend the diftrefifed; the winds being fuch, we had it. 
not in our power to defert her,, and in the mkldle watch, ft^ 
made us eafier concerjaing her fituation:-— ccxning near enough to be 

heard^. 
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heard» (he told us flie had been fiird with feas^ and rhad enough to 
do to keep her* above « water ; (he wanted no.het^; but hop'd we 
would be kind enough not to run from hkvj * About five in the 
morning, the rain ceas'd ; at fix the weather breaking up, we let the 
reef out of the mainfail 5 and at feven and after, we got up our top- 
gallant mails and yards, receiving, at the fame time, no fmall 
addition to our happinefs^ the fight of thirteen fhipfi*, oi«ifelves in- 
cluded. ^ ^^ 

On the thirtieth, at two o'clock in the afternoon, the com- 
modore difpatchM the Prince Edward from the. fleet, if pofiible to 
.learn intelligence of our brethren left behind us. At three the com- 
modore made our fignal to come within hail of him, to afk us of 
our health, fearing fome difafter, from our fignals. the preceeding 
evening : at which time we were alfo confirmed in our opinion, 
concerning the land we had (o providentially efcap'd ; being that part 
of Barbary lying betwixt Cape Blanco and Cape Cantin, of which 
the commodore could be very certain, being clofe upon the 
ihore. 

On the firft of December the weather grew ferene, the fun 
warm, with light breezes at W. b S. in which we were employed 
in flaying the main-mail, main-topmail, fetting up the rigging, and 
cailingofF the cat-harpings from our main and fore-ihrouds^ being 
now in hopes of fome fettled weather. :But, thefe, alas, were too fan- 
' guine ! Next morning early, our former weather returned at S.W. b 8^ 
freih and fqually, and day-light preiented us with oar commodore 
without a main-topmail ; when fearing the like mifchance, we 
lower'd again our top-gallant mails, and teinded our courres. About 
noon (the winds blowing too hard to let down a boat into the fca) 
Mr. Keppel made our fignal to come within hail of him : when, 
* altho* the noife of the winds permitted us not to diftingurfh what he 
laid, we gue&'d by circumflances that he was now reduced to borrow 
a main-topmail ; which, as ours would be the moil likely to fuit 
him, he wanted we ihould keep neaf him for that purpofe, if die 
weather ihould again grow moderate. About thiatimc too, fome 
ilrange fails appearing in the N.E. <]uarter, the Nafi&u and Dunkirk 
were ordered to give x:baie, and were out of fight foon after, the 
weather being hazy and winds flrong. About four in the after- 
noon, Rowing ilorroy, we reef 'd and ballanc*d our mizen i and in 
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the night, the commodore finding it necefTary to bring too, we lay 
under a main-fail : But maugre all his care, on the morning at day«- 
light, we found five fail had parted company with us. 

About noon on the fame day, (funday the third) we defcry'd two 
ihips in the N. E. which we were ordcr'd to chace, being now the 
only man of war left with the commodore. We hop'd at firft to 
find them, if not the Nailau and Dunkirk, to be the Prince Edward 
returning froln the coaft of Barbary, or at lead fome of our fquad- 
ron, who had loft us in the night ; but coming nearer to one of 
them, we found her to be a two-deck (hip, under white colours-: 
and altho* the weather was now fo exceeding bad we could not 
poffibly open our lower batteries, or indeed engage to purpofe in 
any ways j yet it is impoilible to defcribe to you the joy vifible in all 
the faces of our crew, when orders were given to clear (hip for 
adtion ; and on the other hand how deprefs'd, when, coming flill 
nearer, we difcern'd in the colours and pendant the arms of Spain* 
We retained however fome hopes, from her being French built, and 
that under thofe colours, fhe was an enemy in difguife, judging,, 
from the fury of the weather, that we could not poffibly fend oa 
board of her ; and therefore altho* we hail'd her, and were anfwerVl 
that fhe was no other, inftead of returning to the commodore, we 
brought too clofe by her, refolving to keep her company until better 
weather might undeceive us : which the commodore obferving, bore 
4]own to us, ran under our ftern, and order'd us to hoift out Oi 
boat, and go on board of her. "^ 

'Twas a fhocking tafk ! An order, which we received in* the fame 
manner, that a criminal hears/of his death-warrant, — and fuch as our 
captain faid he would not on any account have impofed on any officer, 
unlefs when in this manner order'd. There was indeed a probability 
(and that was all) of the thing's being done. — And there is^ this much 
to be faid at the fame time on the fide of the order, that notwithftand* 
ing the danger, 'twas neceffiiry to be done, both on account of the 
approaching night, in which darknefs might favour an efcape, ifaa 
enemy y and if a friend, and lately from home, in our prefent un- 
certain circumftances, it would be no difagreeable piece of know- 
ledge, to learn by his reckonings how the Canaries or the main^ 
eoatine^t bore off m^ 
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It was now late, night coming on apace ; before we got up with 
the chace again it was quite dark ; the fea ran fo high and often 
broke terrible to behold, that when the boat with much ado put off 
from the fhip, I for my own part, imagined I bad taken my laft 
look of her.— However, foon after, by lights which we faw 
handed over the (hip's fide, we found they had got on board of her ; 
when we hoifted two lights in the mizen fhrowds, to dire<5t the 
lieutenant in his return ; and foon after, we had the good fortune to 
take them all up fafe> The chace proving to be a fhip of fixty,- 
four guns, from Cadiz, with a convoy to the Canaries, with which 
he had lofl company on the day before j. and by his reckoning, cape 
St. Vincent bore off us N. E. about fixty leagues. However, the 
commodore, not being able by contrary gales to make wefling in his 
Gourfe, which we now moftly wanted, and not choofing altogether 
to trufl to the Spaniards reckonings, after fuch unaccountable errors 
in our own, feem'd inclined to return to the coafls of Europe to take 
a firefh departure i and on the fifth at noon, we were got near into 
the latitude of cape St. Vincent. But the winds changing that even-* 
ing in our favour, we wore fhip, and flood again to the fouth. . 

On the ninth, a flrange fail in the S. E. made us the fignal of be- 
ing a friend, giving us fome hopes of news from our unhappy friends 
on the Barbary fhore ; but it prov'd to be the Dunkirk who loft- 
company with the Nafiau on the fame evening they went from the. 
fleet, W2?. Saturday the fccond, having heard no tidings of her, . nor 
having met with any of the fhips fhe chac'd. At twelve that day, we. 
defcried land to the S. E. of us, vvhich foon form'd as in figure i. 
plate 2. which from feveral circumflances, we had reafon to believe 
to be the ifland of Lancerota, with the adjacent ifles of Santa Clara* 
and Alagranca. And tho' they be not of fuch confequence as the o-< 
ther iflands,. yet being not taken notice of in other books of naviga- 
tion, I have ^ven other appearances of thoie iflands in figures 2, and 
3. This evening the weather growing moderate, and the feas much 
fallen, we let down our fpare. main top-mafl into the water, .and gpt 
her tow'd on board the Torbay,. who had been ever fince the fecond^ 
in the morning without one. 

On Sunday morning the tenth,, we defcried new land to the S. W. . 
which we judg'd by the log, and our having lain by from moon fct- 
tiDg at three o'clock.until day break, to be. the ifland call'd the Grand': 

Canary^, 
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Canary, and that we were then didant from it about twelve leagues ; 
appearing as in figure 4. The Saltafli alfo being ordered to make 
fail a-head, coming nearer the land, was of the fame opinion^ and 
haurd up to the weft, (hewing the Commodore it was not there we 
were to find our port ; altho' at the fame time Mr. Keppel, by his 
motions, feem'd to us, to have fome fufpicion of its being the ifland 
of Teneriff. About noon, or after, the mafter of the Fougueux be- 
came very uneafy about the courfe we fteer'd, being pofitive it was 
no other than that of TenerifF; and at one o'clock defir'd the captain 
would bear down to the commodore and acquaint him, that it was 
his pofitive opinion, who had been often there, that it was the ifland 
fought forw — Captain Knight had been often there himfelf; he thought 
appearances deceitful; commodore Keppel, had certainly mariners 
on board of him, who knew the lands as well as we; and being of 
opinion that it would look too like dictating to a commander to 
trouble himfclf in any wa)rs with it, he was fatisfied to follow his 
leader. At this time the ifland made its appearance as in figure 5, 
dliftant by guefs, about eight leagues, the Weather hazy ; and about 
half an hour after two, being a little clearer, I difcern'd over the 
weftermoft end a pike, as is there exhibited. All this evening and 
the following night, with a fmart and fteady eaft wind we kept jog- 
ging on to the weft ; and at day break on the eleventh, we defcried 
another ifland right a-head, bearing betwixt S. W. by S. and W. ex- 
treamly high ; having its top covered in clouds, and a fettled haze a- 
round it. Approaching nearer, altho' many were of opinion we 
had now fellen upon the ifland j captain Knight very pofitively af- 
ferted, it was no other than that of Palma. However, the Commo- 
dore had made himfelf fo certain of his being now a-brcaft of his dc- 
fired port, that he ftcm'd right in, until it made its appearance as in 

figure 6, diftant about three leagues. At which time the Pike 

of Teneriff rais'd his head from under the clouds, about twenty 
leagues to the eaft ward, diredlly in the winds eye; and having con- 
vinc'd us we were upon a lee-fhore, and that by fo fteady looking a 
gale, we had now a hard and tedious ' piece of work to beat to the 
windward, covering again his head in the clouds, he bad us adieu. 
'At this time too, we faw the ifland of Gomera^ bearing fouth about 
twelve leagues, making as in Figure 7. 
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Wc now ftood to the N* E. and giving over hopes of letting foot 
on ihore for fome time longer, we amus'd ourfclve^ after the dif- 
appointment in a very common manner, by finding out how this and 
that might have been better manag'd 5 and that if this one's advice, 
and that other's opinion had been followed, we needed not as at that 
time have been beating the ocean for an illand to the windward. 
One thing indeed, and a very common one too to feamcn, very much 
furprizes me that it ihould be fo often overlooked, or at leaft fo little 
guarded againft. I mean currents. Every feaman knows, for indance, 
that there is a conftant current fets towards the N. £• from theGulph 
of Mexico, which is fometimes very uncommonly felt at a diftance, 
no lefs than twenty-eight degrees north latitude. There are alfo fome 
of them very certain of the caufes of this phcsnomenon 5 viz. the 
mcKifoons and tradewinds, which blowing upon the face of the 
ocean fouth-eaflerly, begets a motion of the fea in the fame courfe $ 
which being at length forced into that great gulph thro' the fouthem 
channel, mufl, according to a very common law in natural philofo« 
phy, be forced with an equal velocity, on or near to a fimilar angle 5 , 
and. which in this cafe muft be north-eafterly> and through the 
northern channel,, by the coaft of Florida and Carolina, until its 
force is fpent in feas of a variable latitude. 

It is true this current is eafily guarded againft, becaufe the cau& is 
almoft conftant; and of courfe the eifedt ; while cinrents in the 
latitudes thro' which we have pad, are feldom known, the fudtion 

of the Straits of Gibralter excepted. Befides this, it may be ob- 

jedled, that currents in variable latitudes, can in no ways be guarded^ 
againft, farther than in fwells which may be vifible; iince while a ihip 
in one place enjoys a ferene iky, a ftrong and fudden guft from another 
place, and not many degrees from her, may give the furface df the 
&a a motion which may afiedt her, tho' not to be perceiv'd by the 
mariner on board of her. Thefe I will grant true : tho' at the fame 
time> if a landfman may be allowed to have an opinion in natural 
caufes which concern the ocean 5 1 think there areinftances on which 
we can have philofophical certainty of currents, when the mariner ^ 
makes an allowance for a fwell only. To explain which, fuppofe a : 
fmart gale in the latitude of Great- Britain, blowing foutherly, gives the 
fea a motion which nuty be felt by a fwell at the diftance of thirty 
degrees north latitude : I>. will iuppofeiikewiie, that at that diftanoe, . 
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its force being abated, the fca will remain at reft at fixtecn feet be- 
low the furface j the top only being agitated, and that, at the rate of 
one mile an hour. Now fuppofing a {hip here drawing twenty feet 
water, going fouth with a gentle gale at three miles an hour, what 
allowance will be proper to be given for that fwell which carries her, 
or rather may feem to carry by the motion on the furface, at the rate 
of one mile ? A mariner ftiould doubtlefs confider, that altho' in this 
cafe the fcas carry him one mile at top, yet being at reft at fixteen 
feet below, he will find the current at eight feet (the half) will hard- 
ly carry him half a mile ; a medium to which, allow three-fourths:; 
the remaining eight feet of current dying away to a calm at fixteen, 
will hardly pufh him on a fourth ; the medium betwixt which, 
and the three fourths, call one half: now to this progrefs of half a 
mile an hour, palling over the refiftance of the remaining 4 feet of 
dead water towards the keel, the real diftance gained will not be more 
than three miles and an half^ which the mariner might have call'd 
four. But this is trifling; when fwells are not greater than this, fea- 
men feldom are far out. There are cafes far more confiderablcj ibr 

example, fuch an one as we have ourfelves fo lately experienced. r- 

Strong N. W. winds coming with exccflive violence a^crofsthe whole 
Atlantick Ocean, and continuing there, or near it, for week^ together, 
muft of courfe create a motion or current in the whole mafs for 
many hundreds of feet in depth, and which at the.furface muft be 

very confiderable« Now if the winds have abated ; the furface 

become fmoother, and there is no fwell difcernable, it is true no ma- 
riner can pofiibly be guarded fo readily againft it : but on the other 
hand, altho' there is a fwell ; altho' the mariner is in the winds 
which caufe that fwell ; nay, altho' he is fenfible that the fame winds 
have continued for weeks together, he makes no greater allowance for 
him or againft him, than he would do in the cafe of a fwell, which 
ahho' as great, he is fenfible was made by a guft of wind, of no 
longer continuance than as many days ; which in my humble opinion 
muft be extreamly erroneous. For while he allows perhaps two 
miles, orfo many points an hour for the huge fwelling feas, which 
are the efFedtsof thefe winds with which he is then engaged • he ne- 
ver allows himfelf to confider, that thofe very feas on the furface, 
which arc agitated by the prefent winds, and which carry along his 
ihip,.are themfelves in like manner carried along at a much greater 
rate by that current obtained by the continued force of the winds a- 
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crofs the whole ocean.— —There arc fcamen, I am well appriz*d> 
who laugh at all new projcds and new doftrincs which were not in 
ufe in the navy in the days of their anceftors : but if it was no cur- 
rent of this nature, and which we ought to have expedlcd from un- 
erring caufes, which carried our fquadron on the coaft of Barbary, 
when we rather expefted the Madeira Iflands ; it will be well if 
fuch mariners from their longer experience, will take the trouble to 
fettle it as it ought, for the benefit of future Navigation, 

But to carry this matter farther. I will allow, that our pilots 
might not be thoroughly aflured, that a long tradt of N. W. winds 
could have had fuch an efFcdl, as to warrant their fhaping a courfe 
fo uncommon, as muft have been the confequence had they known 
it : but then it might have been expedled from a long fea experience, 
and when pilots were convinc'd that a current unknown to them had 
already forced them to the S. E. with uncommon velocity, that 
they might have guarded better againft the bad confequences of the 
fame current in the fequel. We are all fenfible, that as folid bodies 
retain any motion given them ; and when obftrufted, fly off in cer- 
tain angles j fo are we as certain, that water, when it contradts a 
motion will alfo retain it ; and that if obftru<fled, will fly oflfin fuch 
angles, as certain channels or banks may give it diredlion. 

If things are fo, feas forced with impetuofity in a S. E. direction 
upon fo great a trad of ground as is betwixt cape St. Vincent and 
cape Cantin ; and at the fame time, obtaining a diredion in its future 
courfe, thro' that vaft fweep to cape Bajatore, muft be very confider- 
able in its eflefls : and if the pilots had confulted their draughts in 
this point, they might have been morally certain, that fuch a cur- 
rent before it could pafs the cape of B^atore, muft have contradtcd a 
direftion not much lefs than S. W, Now if the current from the 
Gulph of Mexico, almoft in a meridian latitude, is felt as far north as 
that of Virginia, it would have been far from unnatural to have ex- 
pected fuch confequences, in fo fmall a diftance as betwixt Bajatore 
and the Canary Iflands ; and which, if it had been confiderM at the 
time when the ifland of TenerifF appeared to us fufpicioufly, it would 
have been more advifcablc to have lain-by, or rather indeed, have 
flood to the eaftward, until the haze had cleared away, and matters 
had been more certain. Thefc reflexions, have indeed, an affinity 
to the old proverb, of (hutting the fbble door.— But if they can 
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prove even hints, forgentlemen of fkill and attention, to fettle the fub- 

jedt of currents upon ai more certain and intelligible foundation for the 

future,, they will be, of fome ufe. They are alfo the reflexions of a \\ 

landfroan j I give them as no more; and ftand corrected if in the 

wrong. 

But to returji to our voyage. After a very indiflFerent night, a 
new day prefcnted us with no better comfort, than winds frefli and 

contrary ^ And about noon, giving chace to a fail at windward ; 

to add to our former misfortunes, in making fail, we found that in 
the laft nights violent pitching, we had fprung our fore top-maft- — 
When the 'commodore feeing our diftrefs, gave chace hiinfelf; but 
the veflel proving Dutch, we pnrfued our courfe. On the thirteenth 
about noon, the winds growing more favourable, we were enabled to 
lye up our courfe ; and at the clofe of the day, we got fight of ^ 
point of land, which we took to be TenerifF. On the fourteenth in 
the morning, we defcried the ifland, as in figure 8. diflant about 
four leagues,. bearing betwixt W. S. W. and N. by W. Go- 
ing farther to the foijthward, as we fteer'd for Santa Cruz, the N. E. 

end appeared as in figure g. And when the ifland bore between 

S. W. and N. about three leagues, it appeared as in figure i o. 

The grand Canary appearing at the fame time between S. E, by E. 
and S. by W, abput lo leagues as in figure 1 1, — Shortly after this, 
we got an open view of the port and town of Santa Cruz : and in it$. 
harbour (if an open bay can be fo call'd) the appearance of fo naany 
veflels, that we had great hopes of hearing good accounts of all our 
ihips mifllng ; and that in the end^ they had had better fortune than 
purfelves. In the afternoon, we all at laft got to an anchor in the^ 
road ; in which, founding for anchoring ground, we found none,^ 
until we were in a line with the north and fouth head lands, which 
form the bay : when inftead of twenty, and twenty-five fathoms, as 
we were made to exped:, from our draughts of that harbour, we 
ibund no lefs than feventy, fix;ty five and fixty fathoms 5 and but a 
little nearer, and within two miles of the north caftle or fortj wp 
dropp'd our anchor in forty fathom. ; 

Here we had the pleafiare of meeting with the Naflau, who having 
parted company with the Dunkirk, as before related, on the ftof m of 
the third inftant, got fafe into port fome days before us. The bomb 
catch, who was feperated from us^ early after our departure from 

Ireland, 
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Ireland, was here alfo. The Experiment, long ago difpatch'd from 
the fleet, to get matters in readincfs, and haften our expedition, un- 
luckily by the badnefs of the weather, did not reach the ifland 
-much fooner than the fleet. We found alfo here an ordonancc 
tranfport, which, being difpatch'd after us from Spithead, had alfo 
made a much happier paflage : and the Prince Edward, after a 
fruitlefs endeavour to find out, and if poflible to relieve our unfor- 
tunate friends on the Barbary coaft, fell in with this ifland on the 
ninth inftant : but the Naflau at anchor, feeing at the fame time a 
fbange fail in the ofling, made him the flgnal to give chace ; when 
meeting afterwards with contrary winds, he was not able to recovcfr 
the port until late that evening. ' 

Recruiting our fquadron with water, as well as wine, became 
now our chief attention j and fo remarkably keen was the commo- 
dore to be in adtion, that as the Experiment's late arrival bad not 
given the Contrador a timely enough notice to provide the fleet in 
wines, he ordered the fquadron to be put to a (hort allowance, and 
to hold themfelves in readinefs to fail upon an immediate notice. 
We were however fortunate enough (juft as we had compleated 
watering) to be fupplied with wines which came round frotn the 
N.W. fide of the ifland, at no fmall care and expense to the con- 
tradlor. On the fame morning which brought us thdfe boat^ from 
the N.W. that is, on the nineteenth^ it blew fo ftrongly from the 
ihore, that at day- break we found one of our fqtiadron drove from 
her moorings, three leagues to feaj but about ten o'clock loofing 
her fails, fhe again plied into port : at the fame time we obferv'd, a 
great way out at fea, a veflel north country 'buflt, which gave 
us no fmall joy ; naturally for us, taking her to be the Somef ftt 
tranfport, which we left on the coaft of Barbary.— She proved in- 
deed a friend, and one of our fquadron ; but not what we hop 'd fbf. 
She had been fent to Guernfey before our departure from 'Englartd, 
for brandy to the fleet; and not returning to us in tirtie, had been 
difpatch'd after us, on her arrival at Spithead ; Joining us in a lucky 
time, for on the day following we bid adieu to the ifland. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Of the nature of the ijland of Tenerif. — Of the manners and cufloms 
of its inhabit ant 5. "^J the flrengtb of its principal fea-^ports.-^ 
And of its curiqfities. 

BUT before I leave this iiland, I mufl not forget what to you 
may be as great an entertainment^ as that of our expedition it- 
fclf. This ifland is the greateft in circumference of any in thefe 
latitudes^ but not the mofl confiderable, the Grand Canary being 
more abundantly flock'd with corn ; and the Madeira, remarkably 
more famous for its wines, being eileem'd the beft in the world for 
prefervation in a hot climate. The land, or rather the rock, for 
land is here a rare commodity, is prodigioufly rugged and lofty ; 
and the pike itielf {o famous for its being the highefl: land in the 
world, sdtho' it is hardly to be feen at the harbour of Porto Santa^ 
on account of adjacent mountains of immenfe iize ; yet is known by 
its heighth at fea, at a diftance no lefs than an hundred and eighty' 
miles. The foil is here very light, fandy, and full of fmall rocky 
ftones : I have obferv'd alfo, that in digging the furface for flone, 
{ov making of cellars, foundations of buildings, and the like, there 
are three or four difierent ftratas or forts of ftone, differing in colour 
and hardnefs, as clay-pits in England ; but its fandy foil a-top is 
Qeverthelefs fertile to their wi(hes, producing two crops a year, and 
of fome things three. Of pot-herbs, there are here plenty : befides 
their own fweet potatoe, they have great abundance of the Engliih 
kind, and at a very reafonable price : their apples are not; indeed 
fo juicy, as thofe of a northern growth ; but they are oKide Amends 
in the fweet and bitter orange, the bergamot lemon, the common 
lemon, citron, lime, pomgranate, and feveral other juicy fruits, 
much fuperior in a climate fo hot. 

The diet of the generality of the inhabitants, is but very poor : — 
a couple of eggs, with a few toailed chefnuts, walnuts, or figs, of 
which there are vaft quantities, will make an extraordinary meal. 
Nor have the better fort of people, any great variety >--roaft- 
cd fowls, olios of fowl, hog's flefh, and herbs y pork, and fi(h^ 
being the moft commonly to be come at : as for beef, the pafturage 
is too poor in the general^ to permit its being brought to market, 
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and is therefore rarely us'd. Goat's flefh is much more eaiily fed } 
they thrive on their mountains, and may be bought at the rate of 
three or four Shillings. I faw there fome beautiful oxen, of the 
Englifli or Flemifli breed ; but I am told they are rare, and that they 
cannot afford to kill them, as thole as well as cows work in the fields 
and in the furrows, for want of mules or horfes, which are very rare, 
the afs being the common beafl of burthen and of the faddle. Their 
bread is but indifferent; it is naturally brown coloured ; and the lee$ 
of their wine, which they ufe as a fubftitute for yeaft, gives it a 
fowernefs not at all agreeable to a flranger : befides which, and the 
potatoe already mentioned, they have alfo the plantain and bonana^ 
which, if us'd before they are too ripe, are by many efteem'd agree- 
able. 

As to their manners, whither fo flrong a fquadron might not. 
make them fomewhat the tamer, I know not: I (hall however 
fpeak either as I felt or have authority for, and hope that all was real. 
Amongft the better fort, they are exceeding courteous ; and altho* 
they flill retain the cuftom of lattices in their windows, and do not 
very frequently make concerts of mufic or entertainments of dancing, 
efpecially for ftrangers -, yet they have got greatly the better of the 
jealoufy of Old Spain. They begin to get over the difagreeable and 
ex}>enfive cuflom of ceremonious vifits amongft themfelves; and 
now choofe the friendly manner of taking the chance of finding a 
family at home, rather than put them to the little trifling prepara- 
tions which vifits of ftate and ceremony require. They have 
alfo almofl intirely thrown afide the drefs of Old Spain, nothing al- 
mofl remaining unlefs the veil for their women, and cloak for the 
men i both of which are in this ifland worn, not as being an 
effential part of drefs ; but, in reality, as a cover for the dirtinefs of 
fome who have no drefs ; or the lazinefs of others, who will not 
put on that which thty have. Thofe who can afford it, when they 
go abroad follow a fort of French mode in all their apparel 5 which 
they have adopted fince the lafl war betwixt Spain and Great Britain: 
and thofe who can imitate the better fort in apparel at home, begin 
to wifh cruel cuflom would permit them to fliew their fhapes in 
the ftreets without a veil, as it does their fuperiors in their equi- 
pages. 

Of 
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Of their hofpitality I (hall give you one inftancc : not to multi- 
ply. A young gentleman of the fquadron, unacquainted to any 

foul J and being benighted in a town where* there was neither inn 
nor tavern, was folitarily walking the ftreets, when a Spaniard ac- 
cofled him: the young gentleman could not fpeak Spanifl), nor 
could the other fpeak French -, however he made a (hift to let the 
young gentleman know, that if he was at a lofs for a lodging, to 

DC free and follow him. He did ; was entertained in the beft 

manner poflible ; caus'd his lady, after fupper, to amufe him with 
her harpfichord j and before he would allow him to depart in the 
morning, loaded him with fuch fruits as were then in feafon. 

Of their humanity, let this fuffice. An Englifh officer, ftepping 
: into a boar at the public landing-place, by chance miffing a foot, 

was taken out of the water almoft dead. A Spaniard feeing it, 

flew to his affiflance, calling for his fervants at the fame time to 

carry the gentleman to his houfe. Some other Englifli officers there 

interfered in the matter, and would not fufFcr the Spaniard to put 

himfelf to any inconvenience, while there was an English conful's 

'houfe to carry him to. Upon which the other, with great earneft- 

.nefs, made anfwer, fFbat is the conJUh houfe to the unfortunate gen-- 

tleman? before be can receive help Jrom bim^ be' may be no more! — 

.And charging him to his own houfe, got him all the affiftance the 

place could afford j and on his recovery, fent him carefully on board 

his fhip. Thefc, with feveral other civilities, with which at prefent 

1 fhall not trouble you, we were fo unpolite, and fo like Englifli- 

men, as to repay with quarrels and broils, both in their ftreets 

and harbour j to the great uneafinefs of both bifhop and governor, 

» who were obliged to interfere in one of them, as well as to the great 

Icandal of our countrymen. 

With thofe good qualities, they have alfo fome as bad ; and in 
particular, as they have loft a great fhare of*' their native jealoufy, 
fo have they in reality no room to find fault with their wives \ the 
hufbands themfelves being often moft ridiculoufly foolifh in their 
own amours, and will fofget themfelves fo far, as to ftep afide in 
their public highways, with the moft dirty trollop on the road^ being 
at the fame time fenfible, that by practices of this nature a venereal 
ailment in this ifland is commonly intail'd from father to fon for 
feveral generations : and as none are faid to be admitted into holy 
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orders, but fuch as are of a clean family ; fo is it no uncommon 
thing amongft the better fort (when they have abus'd their blood 
in the above fhameful manner) to fcreen themfelves and families 
from public and evil reports, to bribe their clergy to admit fome one 
or other of their families or kindred, into a church or convent 5 
which at once not only flops the fears of fome, but even the fufpi* 
eions of others, and the mouths of all. 

Of public buildings, I faw few worthy of notice. The prevailing 
tafte for private dwellings, both in town and country, is a kind of 
iquare, with an open or area in the middle, which they find occa* 
fions a conftant coolnefs, that plain fingle houfes enjoy not. Their 
churches, like as in all Roman catholic countries, are built and. 
adorn*d either, fuperbly or inelegantly and tawdry, according to the. 
tafte of the people -, but all of them fhowey. There are in this 
town of Santa Cruz, two churches and one Convent, And as it is 
the principal fea-port, and place of ftrength of the ifland, the bay 
which forms the harbour, and along which is built the town of 
Santa Cruz, is fortified by no lefs than nine caftles, or rather bat- 
teries : — -on the firil of which, and moft northerly, are thirteen guns,^ 
fmall metal, and poorly cover'd: next to this are two circular bat-»- 
teries, all about a mufquet-fhot from each other, and can bring three 
guns each to bear toward the fea : about two mufquet-{hot to the 
fouth of thefe, and in the north end of the town, is a fourth battery ,\ 
on a fort of rifing ground, mounting I think feven guns : from this 
a mufket-fhot, and low upon the beech is a fifth, ftrengthen'd with : 
eight pieces : next to which, a mufket-fhot farther, is the public 
and indeed only landing-place free from furflF and foul ground, where- 
a pier is carried out upwards of three hundred feet into the fea, .and 
fccured by their grand battery or citadel, which can bring eighteen* 
guns to bear towards the fea j the moft of which being but twelve, 
pounders, with three or four of eighteen : a muflcet-ihot from this^ , 
and low upon the beech is a feventh, with eight ^ns more : laftly, . 
a great gun-fhot from the former, are two other batteries 3 the tpnoft 
iKirtherly of which is higher than the others, being lituaitcd on a 
rocky point, and by its appearance feems to be of conieque^Ke next 
to the citadel, altho' about a mile and a half to the ibuthward of the 
town : the other and ninth, has no communication with either the : 
town or bay, but feems a fmall battery, defign'd only as a Support or 
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flanking battery to that next it; but of what force I could not be 
informed; — For I muft here obfcrvc to you, that the Spaniards arc 
extremely tender and timeroufly jealous of permitting foreigners, 
especially Englifli, to be made acquainted with the nature and 
ftrength of their batteries ; and carry this matter fo far, as to 
have feized the maftcr of one of our (hips of war, committing 
him to prifon, for only founding about his anchor, to know if he 
lay in good ground ; fo that being a matter of danger and of offence, 
the only way I had to make myfelf acquainted with the ftrength of 
their batteries, was by going on board of different vcfTels, fcattered 
at different diftances; which is at beft but an uncertain method, 
linte there may be guns capable of doing execution, which might be 
out of the view even of the telefcopc, A great many, indeed moft 
of them are brafs, very indifferently mounted i the walls all of them 
ftone 5 and none of them of any confiderable thickncfs, except the 
citadel itfelf. (See Plate 3.) 

About four miles weft from Santa Cruz, and up a very difagree- 
ablc afcent, lies the metropolis ; called the city of Chriftopher de 
Laguna, or Chriftopher of the Lake; — but. moft commonly, bear- 
ing the name of Laguna only. From the feveral ftreets thro' 
which I pafs'd, I think it is near a fquare in figure ; and makes a 
compafs of about three miles. The ftreets are broad, regular, re- 
markably ftrcight, level, and clean ; adorn'd in moft part with a 
uniformity in its buildings; amongft which are feveral churches, 
three convents, and two nunneries,— one of which containing three 
hundred ladies, the other two hundred, admits no boarders, and 
none under the age of fixteen. There are here alfo, in one of the 
convents, a college for young gentlemen ; where the oriental lan- 
guages, rhetoric, logic, and philofophy are taught them ; and in 
which I was very agreeably entertain'd, by an old fociable Spanifh 
friar ; and where I had the pleafure of learning much of the nature 
and cuftoms of this ifland. 

Without the city, on the weft, is a very agreeable meadow of a 
beautiful verdure ; and in which I am told, were encamp'd in the 
laft war fifteen thoufand men, for the prefervation of the ifland. — 
The meadow might indeed hold fuch a number ; but from whence 
fuch an army was brought, is not fo eafily accounted for. Here too 
is the lake from whence the city takes its name : I thought it fmall ; 
2 and 
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and not anfwering to its name (Laguna fignifying a large Iake)» 
but was told that in wet feafons it will overflow the whole of 
the cneadoWy even to endangering the city itfelf ; the waters from 
the imoienfe mountains towards the weft of the lake, and not 
farther than one mile and an half from the city, i&lling down 
into the low grounds from eight or nine feveral high and fleep ca- 
taracts. 

It was with regret I left this ifland, not having it in my 
power to get upon the greateft curiofity of tlic place — I mean the 
Pike. For our (hort ftay at this harbour, and the dreadful accounts 
which was given me of the place, rendered the journey imprudent 
to be undertaken. I made it my bufinefs, however, from two 
gentlemen of that city who had been there, to get the following 
particulars. 

In the fummer it is poffible to get thither, tho' even then upon 

the top, it >is fo immenfely cold, that vifiters are glad to get as quickly 

down as they can : but in the winter, as it was when u e were there, 

altho' at the bottom, one will often think even a waiftcoat burdenfomei 

yet there is no poflibility of afcending far upon the hill. There are, 

neverthdefs, Aories told of thoie who have attempted it ; but in the 

execution have vomited blood, and, being obliged to return, far 

(hort of the fummit, have foon after died the viAims of their own 

rafhnefs. The method of going thither, is firft to manage one's 

time fo as to get to the foot of the Pike over night $ where refling a 

few hours, in the cool of the morning he muft remount his horfe, 

and, travelling up a zigzag road, he will find himfelf, by the time 

the heat of the day makes travelling diiagreeable and dangerous, 

about one mile from the bottom : and as the traveller cannot ufe 

his horie farther than the top of that zigzag road, and the remainder 

of the day being too fhort for the completion of his tafk on foot ; 

he muft there ipend the refl of the day, where he will find an 

open (hade or fort of uninhabited inn, made by public order, for 

the convenience of thofe who fhall travel thither ; and who, carry- 

ing provifions with them, fpend the night, and leave their horfes 

there in the morning. Rifing with the fun, the next day*s journey 

is on foot ; not by any diredt path, or winding form, but in the 

beil manner he can, and which for fhortnefs, and not to be be- 

i^hted, is ufually a ibrt of perpendicular climbing ; and, tho' often 

F on 
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j^n aU fouri, yft not whhoat (omet tkogtf of £ilU«g^ H«viti^ m 
(bia maaner afccuidtd about two mitet, they fay^ in perpeadicolaf 
heightl^» y^u find upon the top a bMiMifui kvd Qontatniog.aboat 
tii^eQ acr^st of land ; and neajr to whkh t vokano^ which tUho' fot 
ibefe forty years, pail ha^ ceased 10 do toy ccher fhant «l ttrec9 tD Imd 
forth a ixnoak, yet by one of ita Wt ertipuoos it redoeed.Gacatchteai 
a delightful town and fafe harbour^ on the north fide of the iSwdp 
t/3 a fituation far firom he^ag To comcnodiOus or &fe a^ the optti toad 
hieforc Santa Cruz« There, far ex^tod above th^ doudsr thexn&Uoii 
if the weathsr i& clear, he has a delightftil pcofpsA ^ Q^ery tUkiig 
abound him, md pf ijQands. at thfi diftanoe of moec thao an hundred 
mLks ; but ^t ths faoie^ time k vmbk tP eejoy the fitene as. h^ mz^ 
wifh, OA account oi the great iho\9«Si which furrogiKl himv afid ai^ 
air fo intenfely cold that he will be glad to get back as &>oii » ha 
«an. . . , 

After thia there is hardfy any thing diecwioua I cou]^ tcmt 
with^ unlefa you. adiBit fome: of their trees of ornaiaeiit as well a» 
U&, fuch as the cedar> q^q^ vas^Cy the. Ic^oan ifarob ; aifo) the 
beautifiil palmf-Jbree' (fig« 4.), the arbor dragO) or dcagon's blood 
(%. 5.)) a^di tj^ pappaiinapple (fig- 7^ plate 4.); tbey liaye alfoi 
very commoo^ a for^ o^ houiQeek which grows bothoaliettfes asd 
in die field to a pcodigipus heighi^, ibme.of whkh:! hwe ieeii: o» 
kf&than eight £bet (fig. 8.;> with maey obhi» weeds: and herbr.o£a 
medicinal nature, fuiph as aloes, the dildo4>ufliii (fig. 9u plate 4.) &c; 
the milky juice o£ wiiich laJk h fald to he poifonous,. tho' I ceceiKUnQ 
harm by da)ppiQg a litde oa my: haqd^ ^ yot^ as; bheyr are conunoa U^ 
mo(k couotriea of this h|til»ide and foil, deib^fve m> fanthen attention*. 
Of finging birds they have feveral,. onoion^'beiog thought: valuable^ 
fbmewhat fmaUee than our blaolLvbikd^ of a bladt a>lQUG ; butrdiea 
when confined: aa to the canary-bird^ they, feem not to value it 
greatly— rbut it isctimetq take my leave of this poMw ... 
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C H A p. V, 

f)f the fleets Jailing frem Teneriff^ and its arrival before the ijland 
^ Gcree^^—wib an account ^ the aSim^ and the furrtnder ^ the 
ijlawi. 

ON the twentieth day of December we fail'd from the iDand of 
T^ncriff, pur fleet confiding in all of eighteen fail ; and the 
four following days, having a fair and conftant gale» and the wea* 
ther warm and cheerful, the comnaodore, who lofes no opportunitjr 
when the fervite calls his attentioni had frequent fignals for exerci- 
fing his iquadroA in lines of battle, the ufe of ^eat guns and fmall 
arms, and in throwing of (hells from the royals which had been 
ient on board our ^ips on this expedition ; and of which Mr. Keei- 
pel 4t i^&€^% has a ^eat opinion^ On the twerfty-fourth in the 
fnorning we reached cape Blanco, which, bearing eafl abowt five or 
fix leagues^ appeared as in figure XIL plate 2. There we had 
twenty ^tthoms water, with a red coarie iand : and peering fr orh 
tbence^ to avoid iaJling upon Blanco banks, a S.W. courfe, we had 
in the d^ance of fifty- fix miles^ fifteeiE), feventeen, twenty, and 
thirty fiuhoms ; ibmetinies browniih fand with (hells. From hence 
bearing up to the eadward of the fouth, we found no ground with 
ibrty ^li^ms \ twelve hours afier wards wc (bunded with iifty fa* 
thorns, ao ground ; and in three hours after that, threw out i fine 
of one hundred and thirty fathoms, and bad then no foundings. 
From hence v(^ had nothing in our courie to take us up but cape 
Verdc^ with which wc fell in on the twen^-feventh in the morn- 
ingr bearing S.S.E. fix or (even leagues* (^ figures 13. and 14). 
And (bo» a£ler (I think about ten o'clx^ck) we firil obferv'd with 
our glailes the ifland^ or rather the fort and fi^ag^diafiF on the fummit 
. of the hiU on the ifland of Gorce, towering abovd the low lands 
. about cape EmanueU About which time the comoKKlore lent a 
frigate under French cc4ours, a* head of the ((^uadron; with ordtrs 
as fooa; as (be came open with the ifland, to hoid an Englifh enfign 
at the mizen-^ky beiag the French fignal for that day, in order to 
4icc6ive them^ l. but no notice was taken of it/ We were afterwards 
in£mtt^ the French i» (bme time ^atter'd themielves^ with t^e 
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hopes of our being in reality a fleet from France ; but finding in the 
end, that, when all the fquadron hoifted the fame colours^ they did 
not falute the fort, which is a thing always done, they were (boa 
undeceiv'd. About two o'clock, as we paft the ifland, we haul'd 
down the French and put abroad the Englifti enfign. At three, 
we anchored in the road of Goree, the ifland bearing S.W. ^S. 
about four miles, and in eighteen fathoms water ; the Saltafli being 
order'd with the tranfports to bear down to a bay, betwixt point 
Goree and point Barnabas, in order for the more convenient and 
ipeedy landing of the troops on board them, if the (hips of war 
(hould find occafion to call them. (See the chart, plate IV.) 

We had very early perceiv'd two briggs under fail, betwixt the ' 
ifland and the main, which, upon our approach, finding they made 
towards the ifland, we were ready to imagine they had all that day, 
from our firfl appearance, been bufied in fending from the ifland 
their mofl valuable eflfeds ; and in the remaining part of the day and 
night following, fearing they fhould not be able to efcape the im- 
pending ftroke, they fent oflF to the village of Oom, on the main, aH 
fuch of their people as chofe not to be in the a€Uon — they fay^ it 
was their wives — perhaps too, if we may be allowed to fpeak for 
them, their company's clerks, &c. with fuch other of their things 
of value which their country canoes could lug oflF.—If they (hould 
be able to fland their ground, the clerks with their eflfedls could 
eafily return j but (houl^ they be oblig'd to furrender, their treafures 
were better in the poflleflion of thofe to whom they had been long 
oblig'd, perhaps to their miflrefles and children, than to enrich an 
enemy. To prevent which, however, Mr. Keppel ordered a boat, 
with a lieutenant from eyery fhip, to go down to the Saltafli and 
wait her captain's orders, if peradventure it fliould be poflible to put 
a flop to any efiFe£bs going from, or help coming to the ifland ; and 
moreover to prevent other accidents, boats were ordered to row^ 
guard about the iquadron thro' the whole of the preceeding night't 
mean time the commodore fent his boat to the main land; if pofli- 
ble to learn*intelligence.< — The perfon employ'd on this piece of fer-^ 
vice, was one De Chome, lormeriy a private foldier on the ifland of 
Gocee : a man,, wh^ taking it into his head to be jealous of his ne^ 
groemifrreis, and that M. St. Jean, the Governor, had employed fais 
€omradc to ad. foe hiniiin the qualt^jr of pimp ; one D%ht while he 
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drank with him as a friend, in a moft crael manner fbb'd^ him to 
the heart, while the cup was at his. head. Being tried^.;aiid con- 
demn'd to have the right-hand cut oflf^ and haog'd, he was fdnt prifo* 
ner to Senegal to be executed 3 when luckily for him, and imprudent 
in the French, they delivered up that ifland into the hands of the En- 
glifh, with this murderer unexecuted and in chains: who, to bcTe- 
veng'd of his enemies, and fecure his life uncter . the proteAion of 
Great-Britain, ofFer'd his fervice to captainMarfh in his attempts upon 
Gorce* This De Chome, knowing not how far he might have been 
become obnoxious to thofe who were attached tp the intereft of 
M. St. Jean, Could not with prudence truft himfeif on (bore, and 
was therefore contented to bring on board the fleet fuch accounts as 
a negroe would give him, who was perfwaded to wade into the 
water as far as the boat. His accounts were, that there had lately- 
been there fhips from France; that the garrifon had been recruited* 
with three hundred foldiers, and that they were in no ways appre"<> 
henfive of our force; they had heard that commodore Kej^l was 
preparing to pay them a vifit, they expected five or fix fbips would 
accompany him» and had heard in particular that the Fougueux and 
Nafiau were to be of the number ;. part of which, .if not all, we bad 
at that time reafon to believe true; tbo*.we found it otherways io 
the fequel.r— The former vifit paid them was but with two fhips 
only; whereupon. M. St. Jean, furpriz'd, was pleas'd to fay;-^— — 
What! think they 1 Jhall give up, the ijand to two Jbips ? Noy not 
nvbile agimftandsonits carriage. But now the cafe was akered;, 
four (hips of the line, a forty, be&les firigates^ . and two bomb- 
ketches, were prepared to give them batde;, aod.yetno^ag ofx 
truce was feen : and inftead of making profilers^ or treating foracdcles ^ 
of capitulation^ for the.benefitcof themfelves and company^ of which 
we had fonoe expectation; we found them occupied in prepara* 
tions for a defence, fcaling their old guns, and ia .carrying ammuni^< 
tk>n of all kinds to their ^ batteries, great quantities of. which we; 
afterwards found, fcatter^d profufely around all the, i(land,-^fuch as^ 
double-headed Ihoc, chain (hot, . fbr fhot^ great fpikes of « iron, and \ 
old ru^ed nails, bound up into fizes for their gua bores; and be-^ 
fkies the common fhot in ufe (the great apd grape-fhot), they were - 
-alfo well fopplied with every di&roit kind of defbu£tioa fi:om the j 
iheUft.o£booQb8c. 
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MtinvASk W9 omfelvos vrcte emplo/d in the iikc prep^ratioM $ 
iSm iirft tl^bgwt^. bd dacie, was to get oor (hect cabl^ out of tbe 
ftarboard gcm^itom poR^ wbich, bending to the fpare anchor, vn 
pot in readine& <o di%>^ : out boats next were to be hoiftcd 6ut^ to 
them £3llowed oar booms, fpare olafts and yards, &c. &c^ &^. 
which being let down into the water, and faften'4 together, wo 
irK)or'dtoacfid|[C^aiidwDr; and being thus ^ prepared we refljcd 6Dr 
the night, impadently longing for the mcvxow. 

On the morning of the twenty-eighth, at four o'clock, all our 
flat^bottom'd boats:werc fenton board the tran^orts, for difembark'^ 
ing the knd troops; which was finifh'd, and ail of them (to the 
•munher ol 6cd men) in their refpei^^^ boats, befi^re nine in the 
mdriong; during which tliaoe, tkeikipsof war^mniMalfo tfaek* pre^ 
parmtoas.«-^bout eight o'clock the %nal was made to weigh an^ 
phor,««^imniedifttely^after whkh another fignal was made for all a^ 
taims^-N-^iartid kug before captain Khtght could netum from the com- 
tBfcdoi^, ieng ixfore the Nal&a flicw'd any readineis to get mdcr 
i&ii^ «o&6ikraihly before the Prince Edward bore down to the eaaenjF, 
and xfbile yet the Torbay had heM a cable out, the Fougoeax's a»- 
ch^r wa3 a^pcek, irapacientty wi£hing for orden. This, riiKMigh I 
anentkn now in particdar, my reafons for fo doing wdll ^q>peafl: moce 
pkin in the iequeL 

De Chome, of whom I have jufl: now Ipoke, had made cnt a 
lEcry rade flo/eM^h of the \&atsid with its batteries,, a copy of which, was 
pDdbitcd toi every captain ^ and the refobitioas th&iSt^m^ were as 
fotiows. **»Jt was fihKM^fat moft prudent lo attack the ilkiid on the 
weft fide, not only becaufe it was tfaeweakeft fide, biita.raifou 
iiKX3&re^tt xx% fo formidabk a iquadron, was, its. being the ke fide; 
diat Aould^ in tiiat cafe, tbdt caUes be cut away t^ a dKM Aka, a* 
•any otkieri accidknt, the (hop dr fkips: without any danger might |wt 
cut toi foa^ aod faeatbglEO winahrard rcoewthc aAion: -mUmtmn^ iQkioU 
tkcyhaYt^aKhocooboai^ejcaft (ide, MtdtowsodtMrd^b^anacddentof 
l)k€.abO¥e tiatuce, tbe fliip/cmifk imtaediatofy bajic 
iht cooieqseBa of w^h, to one (hip onljc,. might have pn>«ed. lap- 
mble ta ajb the fquaidrmt. The. next sefcdntioii,. wjas. fitthng^tbc maw- 
^^"^ 0^ WVA$ do wi i ■ A bbI bif the fonw of the iflami {fte ffai^ 
platrV.) it wiUrappeaiv tInLmacceafilj tohit it. witlii^lls^ iaw- 
ipcdt to its fmall breadth and lengthy from fo uncesMBW ft titod m a 
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kctth On ibe water, that no ptsfcm noDe digiblo dsm bo imi^M^* 
than the ftatiom appoiotcd for the bdrabjs, by the domtlioddte : jtfvd 
a« it was n^ct^ry 6m pf the bomb^ fhtFuid cb^ dcratix ftrft, thtt Pith($» 
Edward tMa$ lordertfd to epvcr her firom tbe lire of the eimoy; wAA tt»' 
anchor a |pr^(l pf a Aa^U limette. battery m bdrietyZ little b^k^t;!^ fbi^ 
citadel on th^ioortb. -.*;:;•! ^ m • 

The ekkft captain^ Mr^Safyar^ kr the Naffirar, vtrad'ofidareidie lefid 
the Use of batlle oir the right; anchbriog a fareaft bf St; 2a6f%hm\ktf 
of fivw guQfi. The EHinkirk ioflbvedtii) thfe ordsry and =ivaG^«o bring apt 
a brt^ft of > lottery, ?a:Httfe to.fihe northiof the Jbrmer f wbidi hM^ • 
teryf, altbo' it migbft.haA^e beea bcgvn befbn) ihd afikir happen^ be* 
tweea. M. Sl. J^M and DeChome, T^asf as ycl un£nijQ)€d, and not %n 
erabvazJiKe. at th^. tk»e. opened. Tohim^ foilow'd thv tdknemAore iti- 
tbe. Torbfi^^ taking Um his papt^ ttbe weft pocot botteny^^ fkil gud^, 
with the i^vftd^i^ cornet o£ St. Ftf ancis's> . fort^ qf four pktk%(^^ ^ (thtllev 
fioe; GaptaiQ Ksi^ht, ifi theFoiqpeex^ baring the. feccmd ftatiob or 
^e le^ bringing up the rear, (having diDe(9ions at the Lmt tkhe^ tc^ 
eovter th« other bomb on ht^ ftarbcxtrd quarter) hai} alk«ted to hi^ 
ihare,: the mortar battery of eight guos; fa calledr/rom twoda^ge mW'' 
Qara^wliiiebi^afte aovered by that baiitieryi — iTlxe liianGnt the: fir A d^ 
ha^* dro[$kUh«r anchor from filer fterny. (h^ wa^to hoifVa pemtont^ ati 
her mizen peek, to acquaint the next (hip thalti&eliad bl^QgheiJi^'f 
th^s thefQ6W(|)iwiaa totaeqiiakt the thiod^.w&i^ (fac broog^ 
fk o£ thie' neft: adftdlaftly, theyr wece ordbred t6 berjlapticulanly OM^e-^ 
fy^ not to fire*agu0, umtil eachhad his^ fhlp ai bo^aft o£iiieiibatim^a»Kl 
Rioon'd botlra^Jbeadiadd d^^km^ : ;Wft& t^fi:jfiira39ont and ord^r^ 
fhe conimodore bade hisfx^atns:ffinf3veelfl( Aqdlr^ tbefeloutd 

o^each) other,iMc. KeppeFfirla&bodef wd^L.'C)olgerlOtl^b(Kmirthdciihip^ 
aafaft-afrpoffiW^, aedlbadoh.; * tli -t; ;;«> ../-/': - 

'Twaftab^ujtf Dine a'clock^ wheritfaerMmle^ffiiwanliNft^ith jihe^Fim 
Prakebomb, -bote d0\yiif towarde^hbiiflaiid^vaiifrm^eiiialiitbt^ 
began' tlitt.9<3:Hm /by^tKnow^ a flieilrfr<9liivthcf teohb;/ ^In a^oMMt; 
thfi eaemy petut^ii'tbe fire fixwi fabtb^^tev^andbatten^} lUtd^wkb 
tbmr fecond tbo^. nMrev Sf^it^umtwoM^ i«iaf tkePiPkice 

EdwadHs ettfigp^ Aa^ iodi0tLfine.to aDvj«tai»^l;idftvci&fe: by ky ^^Mtk\ 
blowing up, kiird one of the marines. Encou raged by fb fuccefsful 
sflSbnfer, incttlnaing the (Hip ^Haiidf return IKeir tire, tHeyTcvcIIedi 
fbme of their pieMliia;HaiU^i(th4tdafM^ of the: 
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marines, his mafter, with two midihipmen, had nigh hand all o( 
them.fttfiered with one (hot ; which went through the midft of them 
as they flood together, impatiently looking out for their fecond.— -Ano« 
ther flbot coming thro' the aftermoil port on the lower deck, broke 
the truck from the. gun, but going out at the q>po0t& port, happily 
did not hurt a limb.— -One in particular was more mercilefs ; ftrikiog 
upon an iron bolt of about eighteen inches in length, it carried it out 
of the timber, bending and nidely bruifeing it in its paflage, till meet- 
ing with the unfortunate lieutenant Weft, it tore away one of his 
hips, and carryine him to the oppolite fide of the (hip) bruis'd him 
fi-om the hip to the Shoulder, in a manner fo fhocktng, that it had 

been happy had it deprived him of life at once! Another, 

on account of the heroifm of a private Tailor, deferves notice ; being 
in the fore-^top, and having one of his legs carried awky by a (hot, 
with the heart of a lion> let himfelf down from thertce hand «nder 
hand by a rope, fayiqg at the fame time, He Jhmld not have been 
firry Jor the accident^ if be bad done his duty : but that it game bim 
pain to tbink^ be Jhould die mtbota baving kill'd an enemy ♦. — But 
I will not multiply. — Few, I may venture to affirm, none in the 
iquadron faw her in the midft of this fliower of deadly warmthi and 
in a condition fo unequal'd, without fending up tfadr moft fervent 
wiihes on the occafion 1 

The commodore, in the mean time, was not an idle, nor a ufelefs 
fpedator. He faw the Naflau tedious in getting under fail : but as 
there could be no reafbn to fufped: an officer of fuch approved courage 
as captain Sajrer; imagining ibniewhat foul about theoible or the 
like, might be the caufe, and expe£ting every moment would put all 
to right, he tum'd his thoughts to other methods which might pc^-- 
bly be of fervice. Obfcrving that the Fire Drake over-charg*d her 
mortarb, (all her (hells filling vaftly beyond the ifland, to the fouth) 
and which they themfelvei could nctfdiibern; he ient his boat on 
)x)ard the Furnace bmb, with this mefli^e^ Tbat as they Jaw the er^ 
ror of the otber in over^cbarging the mortar^ they would avoid that ex^ 
tre4m : and that as the enemy feenid bent upon finking the Prince £//* 
ward and Fire Drake^ Ife defrtd they would at the diftance they then 



* This brahre man died iomc weeks after« 
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nvere^ begin their ^e ; and endeanmtr^ as much atpojjible^ to draw part 
of the enemy's attention from our fuffering friends. The orders were 
immediately obeyed ; bearing clofe under the Fougueux's ilern^ and 
getting upon her larboard quarter, b^an her fire : fome of which, I 
think, fell with fuccefs, tho' I cannot abfolutely afcertain it. — There 
were (hells on which I kept my eye for a great way, and immediately, 
in the fame diredtion, I faw execution done ; but I (hall not abfolute* 
ly afcribe to her, that which others gave to the Fire Drake .-f- 

Mean time the commodore, impatient, feeing the Naflau did not^ 
or could not, bear away to the relief of the Prince Edward, fent his 
boat to know the reafon why (he was detained in bearing down into 
her ftation. — Captain Sayer obferving the boat approach him, ran to. 
his gallery, and hailing the officer, afk'd him if his orders were, he 
ihould bear away ? — The meflenger anfwer'd, the commodore won- 
der d he did not. — On which it isfaid, how far true I know not, that 
captain Sayer anfwer'd, he had expedled a fignal or further orders to 
that purpofe. I believe, that moft of the captains underftood the 
commodore's orders. — I am not acquainted with the gentleman, but 
thofe that are lay, in commands he is always calm and diftind. And 
without hurting captain Sayer, or diminiihing in the lead from his 
courage, which is unblameable, one may venture to fay, that in his 
hurry he hdd perhaps not been fo attentive as he ought. There arc 
thofe who may be ill-natur'd enough to fay, that in time of adion, 
roiftakes are far from being well fuited — but thofe who live at 
home may talk of dangers with coolnefs, having n6ver feen any : 
while at the fame time, 'tis a wonder the very braveft of horoes oa 
fuch occafions, are halffo diftindl as they are. But however thcfe 
things are, this officer was flill more unfortunate : for after his an- 
chor was up, his fhip was fo long in wearing, that betwixt the ene« 
cny's firfl fire, and the Nailau's taking their attention from the Prince 
Edward, it was little fhort of thirty minutes — But when fhe came, 
the fatisfadion was ample; and the firil lofles were fufficlently 
reompenc'd. 

t I wi(h only that from this misfortune, our conmianders maqr in the future a^ to 
their book of i^als, fuch as may be of fervice to bombs on a like oixafion, ilnce 
ihips at a diftance may know better than the bombardiers, when their fliells fiU too 
wide or too 0kort of the mark. 
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The Naflau and Dunkirk came down together in their ftations. 

The fire of the former waS remarkably brifk, but not fo well aim'd j 

infomuch, that her fhot went moftly thro' the roofs of the houfes, 

and while fome took place, many went intirely over the iQand j and, 

as is faid, by fome in the fleet, flew over the Fougueux's ftern and the 

Furnace bomb as they were getting into their rtation. I know not 

indeed how fuch a thing could well happen. — Thefe (hot, I myfelf 

imagined, came from the north point battery, and were pointed for 

the Furnace bomb : I ftood with a glafs in the gallery, thro' the whole 

of the adtion ; and was pretty certain, not only from the velocity and 

whizzing noife of the bullets in the air as they paft me, but alfo from 

the fire and fmoke upon that battery, which I thought I could de- 

pend upon, that they came from the enemy and not the Naflau. 

— I have been fince told, (with what truth I know not) from one 

of their principal ofiicers, major Lambert, that they did not fire at all 

from that place ; or at leaft with any defign upon that (hip and bomb* 

But waving difputes of this nature, captain Sayer's fire, was itfclf e- 

nough to ftrike terror ! Captain Digby in the Dunkirk, did not fire 

with near the briflcnefs of the Naffau, but with more fuccefs — 

not a gun was fir'd before it was pointed ; and every fliot did 

execution. 

The winds now, as the fun grew warm, began to lull ; greatly 
hindering both the commodore's (hip, and the Fougueux, from get- 
ting down fo early as they wifli'd : befides which, a fignal was at 
this time out abroad for the captain of the Furnace bomb ; who, to 
come under thcTorbay^s ftern, run athwart the Fougueux's lee bow, 
greatly to our mortification, as it prov'd not a little hindrance ta 
us in our progrefs, when by the lulling of the winds we could leaft 
fpare it. Captain Knight ftorm'd a little on the occafion, and could 
not help abruptly hailing the bomb to know for what reafon he ran in 
his way, when he muft fee him getting into his ftation. — But what 
could be done, but to be patient ; he could not run down a friend > 
and indeed our afl^ftance was but little needed when we came^ far- 
ther than the fight of a fhip hard upon them, whofe warm force 
they very well knew (being once their own property), and ready to 
))our forth all her vengeance upon her old acquaintance, might have 
prov'd an inducement to their more fpeedy furrender ; for the fury 
of the Torbay alone> feem'd fufticient to have raz'd the very fbunda*- 
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tions of the illand itfelf. Nor is it to be wonder'd at, confidcring 
the advantage of her iituation^— the commodore having thought. up 
with fo much alacrity and judgement, abreaft of the angles of both 
the weft point battery and St. Francis fort, that when he was moored 
the enemy could not bring a gun from thence to bear upon him. 
Five guns only could have touch'd him with advantage from the 
whole ifland, /. e. two from St. Peter's, and the three guns on the 
fmall lunette on the hill, as you go up to St. Michael's (fee the pkn, 
plate VI.) } both which bad been, and ftill were fo well warm'd by 
the other fhips, that, being by that time deferted, (he had her 
battery to attack with hardly any oppofition,— ^Tho* indeed, had 
they had it in their powers, the fire from the Torbay was fo 
terrible, fo near, and, as I told you in a former fliort account of 
this action, fo well aim'd, that none but madmen could have 

ftood it. That (hip was in one continu'd blaze of fire ; 

and that part of the ifland itfclf upon which (he lay, was 
darkened with a cloud of frnoak, fand, and earth, to a degree 
wonderful ! 

I could have wifli'd the winds for one reafon, tho' a fclfifli one, 
would have permitted the (hip I was in to have got down two or 
three minutes fooner — but being unmolefted with fmoak, noife, 
and confuflon, I was made amends on another account, as it hap- 
pened. Many hundreds of negroes lining the oppofite (hore, to fee 
the engagement and infpire the difputants 5 (hips bearing down un- 
der topfails only, again(l ftone walls ; receiving the (ire of the ene- 
my with an undaunted refolution, even to hokling them un- 
worthy a return ; and following a behaviour of this kind, with that 
£ercenefs natural to inrag'd Briti(h failors, was a fcene too awful> 
•too grand for defcription ! 

We are told that the French, the better to encourage their (laves, 
and to draw in the free negroes to a more cheerful a(iiftance, Itad 
painted the Engli(h in colours the moll (hocking ; infomuch that 
thofe very people, terrified to fall into our handsj prick'd up the 
foldiers with lances, reproaching them with the names of cowards 
and poltroons, when they themfelves were the iirft who fled ftoax 
their quarters -— (everal of whom, carrying tidings to tiie gowrnor 
in St. Miohaers fort, that it was iropoffiblc to keep the ibWters 
IcMiger againfta(ire not to be witfailood^ were fent back with 
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this noieffagc, Every man to bis quarters 6n pain of death. It is added 
too ; that foon after, fome officers bringing the governor the like 
accounts, while, they, argued with M. St. Jean on the matter, an^ 
other account was brought him that three boats had already landed,, 
or were landing forces on the illand. How far credit could be given 
to a ftory of this kind, is not mine to fay — ^their own fmoak was 
the only thing could hinder fuch an operation from being feen; that, 
had not for fome time before this been very confiderable ; no (hip's 
boat had been fent from the fleet, not even from one {hip to an- 
other ; and how they could feek to fcreen therafelves under a pre- 
tence of this fort, was not only weak but ridiculous : neverthelefs, 
it feems the governor was then prevailed upon to ftrike his flag, 
which came down in a very flovenly manner, as captain Knight in 
the Fougueux was about to drop his anchor : and happy for both 
they did fo, as the commodore was that inAant ordering a flgnal for 
the Furnace bomb to come clofe under him in the Torbay, and to 
fire from his mortars grape fhot of pound balls amongft the enemy ; 
as alfo, the flgnal for the military in the boats to proceed to execu- 
tion. 

Mr. Keppel, in the midft of noife and fmoak, did not very early 
perceive tnc filence of the enemy i and at laft, only fufpedled they 
had ftruck from the iilence of the red of the fquadron about him ; 
for by the time he could ilacken his fire, fo as to look around him, 
not a Frenchman was to be feen but thofe who were running, or 
rather flying, to the cover of the caftle on the hill. Upon which he 
immediately (ent a lieutenant, attended by his fecretary, to wait upon 
the governor on the ifland 5 but, before they got from the boat, 
were met by M. St. Jean on the beach, who afk'd them, On what 

terms the honourable Mr. Keppel proposed he Jhould furrender? - 

They were fupriz'd at the queftion, aqd aik'd him again. If bis 

fii^ was not already Jiruck ? He anfwer'd. No : be meant it no 

other than as afignalfora parley. He being told upon that, that 

Ac commodore would hear of no terms but bis own 5 anfwer\i. If 
that was the cafe^ be wasfujkientlyprepar'dy and knew bow to defend 
bimfelf -^"—^To which the others replied, That the commodore bad 
brought up in a Jituation that no gun could barm bim^ and minded 
little if they Jhwld fiand out for a month : . and putting oS the boat, 
z left 
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left him this iignal 5 nat the moment the commodore Jhould fre one 
gun over the ijlandy they might begin again when they pleaid. 

In the mean time Mr. Keppcl, little fufpcding fuch a procedure, 
had made a fignal for all lieutenants. I had m^elf (fuppofing the 
hurry and confufion of the fhip's duty was over) come from the 
gallery to the deck ; and was more attentively, than before, viewing 
their batteries, wondering at the fame time how, with all the guns 
I could difceril, they could keep a fire fo warm as they did ; when,, 
thro' fome of the embraffures or openings of the town, I percciv'd a 
fmall regimental flag fly about in great hafte, towards diflFcrent quar- 
ters 5 a drum at that inftant too, being heard to beat to arms '■ ■■ 
and obferving at the fame time, that as the fly of the flag on the 
citadel was kept hanging over the wall, it was poflTible the aflair was 
not yet over, captain Knight approve the thought ; but had hardly 
confulted with his matter, if it was not pofliible to bring his (hip to 
have a feirer fide to the enemy, if it fhould fo happen, when, on a 
fudden the commodore fent oflF the lieutenants to their refpedlive 
ihips, who came in obedience to the fignal ; and agreeably to that 
left with the enemy, he fir'd one gun over the ifland, and imme« 
diately after gave them a whole broadfide — the other (hips firing 
guns, more or lefs, according as they had them in readinefs ; for 
before the reft of the fquadron could get their guns reprim'd, 
M. St. Jean finding it impoflible to keep his foldiers to their quar- 
ters, was obliged to drop the regimental colours over the walls, as a 
fignal of furrendry — ^And about noon, or a little after, the commo- 
dore ient a party of his marines on (hore, who took pofieflion of 
the ifland ; the governor furrendering himfelf and garrifon priibners 
at difcretion : and marching up to fort St* Michael, hoifted the 
Britifh colours, ending the ceremony with three huzza's from the 
battlements of the citadel, by the foot of the flag-ftaff. 
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CHAP; VI. 

Of the /^i, fujlaitzd on both fides. — Of the ifand^ bow far it nvas 
in a fate of dejence. — jin Account oj the ifand \ its ftuation^ foil^ 
ftrength j and of things of value found in their fores, 

OU R lofles on this occafion were but very inconfiderable 5-— 
in all, about twenty men kill'd and about fcventy wounded. 
The mafter of the Naflau was the only officer kill'd in the adion, 
and of whofe death there is told a remarkable circumftance. — He 
faw, or it feems thought he faw, a gun on the fhore pointed at 
him, to avoid which, going to another part of the deck, a bullet 
from another gun tore him into pieces, fcattering his bowels about 
the ihip ; and, if I remember aright, broke at the fame time a 
(peaking trumpet in captain Sayer's hand : only one man in the 
whole being loft to us by accident, who in ramming down a charge, 
the gun went off, and^ tearing away the port, carried the man ak>Dg 
with it. 

But of the lofles of the enemy, accounts are fomewhat dark. 
About four o'clock in the afternoon the prifoners were brought on 
board the fliips of war, to the number of about two hundred and 
feventy men ; fome of them drunk and bruifed by falls, and others 
ilightly wounded but able to take care of themfelves : and farther 
than thefe, and one_negroe kill'd by a piece of a (hell, they fay they 
fuftain'd no damage from the (hips, — not one man being kill'd by 
our cannon ; which, if fo, there is the greater fcandal in their fur- 
rendry. Certain it is, there were only three men who were wounded 
in fuch a manner as to be fent to the hofpital i one having loft a 
leg, another an arm, and the third being wounded by a mufquet- 
Ihot in the right breaft.— — A twenty-four pounder, upon the north 
point battery, being over-charg'd with various kinds of fhot, burft 5 
rendering, as they humour the ftory, twenty of their men unfervice- 
ablc : and on the weft corner of St. Francis fort, towards the north, 
imother gun of eighteen pound burft, giving die fame fate to eight 
fflore« Now 'tis well known, that we found very few who were 
ffcally unferviceable; and if the French, in their rhodomontade, did 
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not ufe the word unferviceable for dead, it was cruel in them to 
throw their wounded fellow creatures into the fea. It is a general 
cuflom with the French, as much as poffible, to deny and make 
light of their lofles j tho' I know not on what principle of politics 
it is founded — I foon after perceiv'd their church-yard full of new 
graves : and fure it would tend much more to their honour to confefs 
their flaughter at once, than to fay they furrender'd with the lofs of 
one man only. 

It muft be obferv'd at the fame time, that feveral circumftances 
concurred to facilitate the capture of the illand by the Englifli : firft, 
altho' thet exped:ed a fecond vifit from Britain, well knowing of 
what fmall advantage Senegal would prove, while they were in pof- 
feflion of the fortrefs of Goree : and tho' they had even heard that 
commodore Keppel was appointed to command a fquadron on that 
fervice, yet had they not the fmalleft expedtations of feeing us fooner 
than the month of March. So that altho' they had planned to the 
number (they fay) of fifteen new batteries, a few only (I think five) 
had been made fit to obftrudt an enemy; and which too, unluckily 
for them, happened to be on that fide we chofe not to attack.* ■ ■ 
To thefe I may add, the fcum of all France, as the enemy we had 
to engage ; and they, withal, to be defended. For tho' there were 
fome, who, thro' misfortunes, and accidents of (hameful, perhaps 
dangerous natures, had come to the torrid zone by a voluntary exile ; 
and who beg'd hard afterwards to be received into the Britifh fervice, 
rather than be fent prifbners to France, and who no doubt, for that 
very reafon, would have done their utmoft to prevent a furrendry: yet 
there were others, and indeed the greatcfl part, who, being either tranf^ 
ports who could not return by law, or grand tour men who were 
long 'ere this tir'd of their fituation, and wifhing for any opportunity 
to be released, would enter into the pay of the Dutch, the Dane, or 
Englifli, as foon as to be of fervice to their mother country. Be- 
fides which, I have been prefent at feveral difputes, and warm ones 
too, in which Pere Rival, a fenfible Dominican firiaf , made no he- 
fitation in giving it as his opinion, in oppofition to one of their 
principal officers*, that they thcmfclves behaved not fo well ts 
might have beea expected. 

* Major Lambert 
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T^hxi jflatid, formei ly Call'd by the natives Barzaquichc or Bcfaquichc, 
was in 1617 yielded to the Dutch, by Biram (a king in thofe parts), 
which they kept until 1663, that conimodore Holmes took it from 
them. In 1664, De Ruyter oblig'd governor Abercromby to deli- 
ver it again to its former owners : and in thirteen years after (1677) 
count d'Eftrees, with eleven fail of French men of war, took it from 
governor Hopfac; which, notwithftanding feveral attempts from the 
Dutch, has remained ever fince with the French 'till now. It is an 
ifland fituated in the latitude of fourteen degrees forty-one minutes 
north, and feventeen degrees twenty minutes weft longitude from 
London ; about eight leagues to the S. E. of cape Verde, turning 
cape Emanuel ; and within about three miles of the main con- 
tinent (fee plate V.). From cape Emanuel, the land trenches 
away N. E. i E. forming two bays ; in the largeft of which, and 
oppofite to the ifland of Goree, lay the tranfports with the regular 
forces : and from thence, with a large fweep eafterly, carried off 
to S, and S. S. E. forms one intire large bay or roadftead, where 
there is good ground and regular foundings, from ten to eighteen 
fathoms ; fhoaling gradually to the main land, and permitting you 
to run in boldly to the ifland within thirty fathoms, at fix fathoms 
water. 

Altho' there are ftones and rocks, feemingly foul, almoft round 
the ifland, yet there is good anchoring on foft ground, at five and 
fix fathoms, within thirty fathoms of the ifland ; excepting, firft, 
in Goree bay, which will admit fmall vefi^ls only until you are open 
with the head-landsj where there is deep water : fecondly^ at the 
point where the Torbay was placed, there is a fhoal runs out about 
one hundred and twenty fathoms before there is deep water : thirdly, 
below the bombardiers apartments, in a line with the flag-ftaff of 
St. Michael, another flioal runs out forty fathoms : and off from the 
S. W. point, and within twenty fathoms of the ifland, at low water, 
the fea breaks over a rock. (See plan VI.) 

The ifland itfelf is about three quareers of a mile in length, 
fomewhat more than a third of its length in breadth, and in its fi« 
£ure refembling nothing fo much as a ham of bacon (fee plate VL) 
In its perfpe£Uve form it ijs low and even, except towards the S. W. 
cndl where it rifes into a fort of rocky hill, upon which is fituated 
the fort of St. Michael (fee plate VII.)* This hill has been hitherto 
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reprefented fo very high, that no piece of cannon could be brought 
to bear upon the citadel above, from any fhip or battery below; but, 
in reality, is fo far otherways, that either the Tor bay or Fougueux, 
from the places in which they lay, could have reduced it to aflies. — As 
to the Fougueux, I am very certain that where (he lay, at about 
one hundred and thirty or one hundred and forty fathoms from the 
fhore, (he could have fired over the citadel, without raifing her guns 
more than three or four degrees above the common elevation. 

The foil of the ifland is very bad; yet here and there arc 
feen a few fprigs of grafs, altho' it boafts not of verdure. — The hill 
is a fort of iron ore, which I learn'd from the following accident :— 
taking a (hip's compafs on (hore, thereby hoping to take a few an* 
gles to determine the form of the ifland, I foon found the needle 
had not been at liberty : the (ides of my angles would not yield to 
the protractor, and I was at laft oblig'd to ufe the theodolite. — ^The 
needle inclines to the N*W, and will differ a dozen degrees in 
one place more than another. A day or two after the full and 
change of the moon is the higheft and loweft tides, which rarely 
rife above (ix feet. The weft (ide of the rock is very remarkable, 
rifing up in fmall perpendicular columns, uniform in their breadth, 
and generally about eight, twelve, or (ixteen inches ; alcho' there are 
others much lefs, and fome confiderably greater in the diameters. 
The foiV of the lower part of the ifland, is little better — It is indeed 
firm, without that heavinefs of fand fo common in this climate, 
which makes walking extremely difagreeable : and in this ifland it 
alfo a very cheerful parade for that purpofe. But alas, excepting the 
pine-apple, and but a few more comforts of this country kind, their 
gardens, of which they have but two, are roiferable ! There are here 
two fountains, or, more properly fpeaking, draw wells, which, by 
the extream heat of the country, and the difficulty of coming at 
better, may be thought tolerable ; but otherways, even by the brute 
creation in England, would hardly be look'd at. There are befides 
thefe one more, and which may more properly claim the name of a 
fountain, in a cleft of a rock towards the fouth j which M. St. Jean 
kept under lock and key, for the ufe of his family and friends-— 
'Tis a kind of fpring diftill'd from the rocks, partaking in part the 
mineral tafte, and is a little and but a little better than the others. 
They have moreover cifterns dug, which, in the feafons of rain, re- 
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tain fome (lore of aerial diftillation as their choiceft blefling : and 
befides thefe, the two briggs already taken notice of, are fometimes 
oblig'd to bring from the continent, water as well as wood. 

As for the other comforts of life, the French being in good teroM 
with the natives, altho' the iQand be extreamly barren of itfelf, they 
were very plentifully fupplied from the neighbouring towns, with alt 
fuch roots and vegetables as the country affords ; — ^poultry, venifon, 
fi(h, and the like ^ and were happy enough to have a conftant (lock 
of two or three hundred head of horned cattle grazing in the neareft 
pafturage : but of this more hereafter. 

There are in the ifland, bcfides the French natives, upwards of 
three hundred free negroes, inhabiting the plain on the fouih ; and 
who indeed live in a manner wonderfully neat and decent — their 
village itfelf is a curiofity for regularity. In their tempers they are 
fociable ^ in their genius, tradable to a miracle ; and fo feniible are 
they of a proper or improper behaviour us'd towards them, that they^ 
will become of fervice or diifervice accordingly. / By an eafy and 
gentle treatment they are won to any thing, while the lead infolent 
ufage may endanger the throats of moft of our foldiery, and render 
the lives of all irkfbme and miferable. 

And in this age of warlike improvement, for the purpofe alone 
of keeping the negroes in fubjedion, can I conceive the ufe 
of their two forts St. Michael and St. Francis ; or, as the Dutch 
firft caird them, Naflau on the Hill and fort Orange. The ftrengtb 
of the former being only with refpedt to its being a battery in barbet„ 
by which its few guns can bs brought to any quarter ^ for unlefs to 
frighten the negroes, by a momentary ftroke, it is entirely deftitute 
of fhelter in cafe of a fiege, which the Dutch found to their cofb 
in 1677: there is upon it only one poor houfe, hardly proof againft 
a mufquct-ftiot, mounting only fix guns, and fcarccly room for any 
more, altho* P. Labat fays in 1697 it mounted twenty-four^ nor 
could the whole citadel contain more than three hundred men^ were 
they fqueez'd together as in a croud. As for that of St. Francis,, 
altho* the fame hiflorian fays it mounted twenty-eight guns, it 
mounts in fadt only twelve^ I believe it never did mount more ^ and 
I look upon it rather as a fort of company's warehoufe, wall'd about 
to prevent being plunder'dj, than any place of real defence i all which. 
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Pere Labat calls impregnable *. The fortifications below ; and of 
them, thofe of the lateft date, of which are the Negroe batteries, 
St. Philip, the Grand, the Bomb, and the North-point batteries, are 
the only places of confideration : and even in thofe, art is very much 
wanted thro' the whole, to give it a real ftrength againft a fquadron, 
or fleet of force. 

On the batteries, fuch as they are, there were before the aftion 
one hundred and ten pieces mounted, and moftly capable of fervice; 
only, the falute battery being extremely fmall, can hardly be reck- 
oned in the number, unlcfs againft landing of boats in the bay. Of 
the above number there are three brafs mortars, — ^two of them plac'd 
on an eight gun battery, near North-point, are of ten inches diame- 
ter, and made for the company in 17575 — the other, fituated on the 
four gun lunette on the hill, is of thirteen j — and to thefe a fourth, 
of iron, and of a form very antique, ten inches, was fituated in the 
#oi*t of St. Michael. Amongft the pieces of ordinance found here, 
I muft not forget one plac'd on the fort of St. Francis, towards the 
landing-place \ — a long brafs cannon of a fmall bore, towards the 
middle of which is cngrav'd the illuftrious name oi Elizabeth regina^ 
^ and nearer the touch-hole it bears the maker's name, — Thomas Pit 
made this pece 1589. It was taken from the Englifli by the Dutch, 
taken from the Dutch by the French, and is once more in the pof- 
feflSion of its original owners. Of other warlike ftores, as I men- 
tioned before, they had the greateft profufion. Nor was it a little 
furprizing to fee barrels and chefts full of loofe powder and cartridges, 
open and expos'd to the fultry fun in every corner j and loaded (hells 
ready for execution, without the fmalleft care, fcatter'd about over 
all the ifland. While I trod amongft them, I will confcfs it gave 
- me pain.^ — Nor do I fuppofe the French are altogether unfufceptible 
of ckngcr ; only that this may be given as an inftance how unguard- 
ed they were, and how much unprepared and confused for want of 
time. 

Bdides thefe, there were taken two brigs and two floops. One 
of the brigs was bought into his majefty's fervice, call'd the Gorce, 

^— — i"^"^— ^— — — — — ^— I ■ ■ i—i^—— —————— I——— I I »• 

* Our author, tho* he differs in this from P. Labat, gives nearly the fame account 
with the fieur leMaire, printed at Paris in 1695, 
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CHAP. vn. 



Of the nature, foily produce , tic. of the adjacent continent. — Of the 
difficulty the Jquadron met in getting frejh provifions and water from 
the negroes. — With the tranfaSlions of the fquadron at Goree, untii 
their arrival at Senegal. 

LOOKING upon the main land — no mountains ; no rifing 
grounds to be fecn, the Paps of cape Vcrd excepted s a beau- 
tiful verdure perpetually preferv'd on trees, which, at a diftance, 
fcem ftately and awful in their fhade ; with a beautiful white beach 
all along the coaft, intermixt in its view by a delightful looking foil, 
a red and fometimc yellow earth, gently raifing itfelf above the level, 
promised fomewjhat more than common, and made me long to fet 
my foot on Afric fhore. But alas, getting thither, I was greatly 
disappointed ! — Tlie moment the foot leaves the beach, har- 
den'd by the conftant wafh of the fea, the next ftep is plung'd into 
dry, heavy, and loofc fand ; which generally takes one over the 
fhoes, and filling them with fand, makes walking extreamly dif- 
agreeable. 

Willing however to fee fomething of the country, and feeing a 
negl^e crofs a little rivulet, directing his courfe to the inlands, I was 
prevail'd upon by curiofity to take the fame courier but going out of 
the way, if poflibie to find a narrower paflage to crofs the rivulet, I 
was imperceptibly drawn into a thicket of trees, overgrown with 
underwood. In this fituation, fnakes and aligators (being near the 
rivulet, which in low water might become frefti) were what gave 
me mod uneafinefs : but I had hardly got above two miles and a 
half from the fea, when my ears were accofted with a noife fo un- 
common and tremEcndous, that I began very earncftly to wifli my- 
felf from whence I came.-<^I had a great way to go back ; the noife 
could not be far from me ; and a glimmering of open air, appearing 
a little a-head, induc'd me to continue my courfe, with the addition 
only of a little more hafie ; and in a quarter of an hour I got into 
opener ground, where I had the (atisfadtion of feeing at fome little 
diftance two negroes, one of. them arm'd with a mu^uet and fabre^ 
the other with a bow and lance.—rl did not much adanns making fuclx 
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acquaintances, in a place fo wild and folitary *, but fo ciVcumftanced^ 
the figure of a human creature was alleviating. They behaved too, 
in the end, wonderfully civil — They have, on this coaiJ, a very on-* 
couth dialed; nor from any tone or change of the voice, can a 
ftranger diftinguifh when they footh, or when they threaten : when 
they fee a ftranger at a diftance, they ftop fbmetimcs and call him 
to them ; which, while it alarms the one, is done by the other purely 
to avoid the giving of bad apprehenfions ; imagining they give lefs 
iineafinefs to a ftranger by that method, than were they thcmfelves 
to make up to them, or follow after. Knowing the little acquaint- 
ance Europeans have with their language, they are alfo in their cgn- 
vcrfations obliged to ufc motions and actions to be undcrftood, whicb 
£>metimes adds greatly to a {Granger's apprehenlions and alarms ; fuch* 
as, for example, upon their wanting to know if he has got any 
thing curious to fhew, or to fell them, they will put their hands 
mto his pockets, and will even pull things from thence. But I at 
this time found, and had afterwards frequent opportunities to con-- 
vincc myfelf, that their intentions were far from being bad ; and: 
^ever rcfufed to let them fearch me as much as they pleas'd. — I have 
even permitted them to take the ring from my finger, which after 
looking at it and putting it on their's, have return'd it widi fatif-- 
fadion, and not a little pleas'd with the truft put in them. I men- 
tion thefe in particular, becaufe others of our people, forming difFe- 
ucnt and difadvantagious opinions of their principles from their un- 
polilh'd manners, have behaved to them with a cavalier roughnefs,. 
which,, ftriking them with filence and aftonifliment, has, I am: 
afraid, fow'd the feeds of an indifferent underftanding betwixt us,, 
from our earliefl acquaintance. But to return from this, I hope not 
improper, digreflion. My two new acquaintances had been looking, 
out for game, of which there are here great plenty, fuch as par- 
tridges, turtle-doves, wood-pidgeons, pintado or Guinea fowls, hares, 
deer, roebuck, &c. &c. And altho' they had not, as at that time,, 
got enough to return home withal, yet were fo obliging (for a little 
bifcuit) as to part company, that one of them might conduA me: 
back to the town of Beeng; at which place I arriv'd after a circuit 
of fix or fcven miles, where meeting a marabout or prieft, who^ 
fpoke French, I learn'd that atyger had come down to thofe parts 
two oightsbetore, and had already deftroy'd one of his townfmen. 
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You may imagine, after this, I did not any more venture into the 
woods by myfelf. — I went however, in company with negroes, and 
once with fome Englifli gentlemen, to feveral parts of the conti* 
nent, but could not meet with any thing that afforded me great 
fatisfadlion. 

The foil, tho* a little firmer, the farther you go into the country, is 
at beft fandy, full of cockle ftiells, mix'd here and there with long, 
coarfe, parch'd grafs ; and if not with trees, is almoft overgrown with 
{hrubs. The Palm-tree, in various fpecies,' (fig. 4. and 6. plate 4.) 
indeed raifes their heads from diflfcrent quarters to divcrfify 
the fceile ; with them too I may mention the calabafh and the 
Pappau; (fig. 10. and 7. plate 4.) and in particular a tree whofe 
fruit the negroes call monkeys-Bread, adds to the whole a kind of 
grandeur. This tree is frequently found fcven or eight feet in diame- 
ter at the root ; which tapering for ten or twelve, to a diameter of 
three, four, or five feet, it then branches out into a great breadth as 
well as beighth, (fig. i. plate 4..) In the lummer they bear a broad 
leaf, fome what like the maple in fhape; but in the winter, at which 
time I faw them, there is nothing remaining but the fi-uit, which the 
negroes as well as monkeys ufe. (fig. 2. plate 4.) 

The fruit itfelf is ufually about twelve inches in length ; at the mid- 
dle it is about four or five inches diameter, gradually carried off to a 
point. Its fkin is thick, hard like a (hell, and covered with a coarfe 
green down like velvet. Within, the pulp is not unlike a fine white 
Sugar-cake, intermixed with great quantities of feed, fomcwhat refem- 
bling that of the tamarind : and in its tafle has a very agreeable tartnefs. 

There is alfo here, another remarkable tree, of the fame ap- 
pearance with the other in every thing, excepting the fi-uit, which arc 
from one to about two feet in length ; about three, four, or five inches 
m diameter, rounding ofiFat the extream ends : has a green fkin like a 
melon j and like them too full of feed, of a white colour ting'd with 
yellow J the pulp white ting'd with green, and fomewhat firmer than a 
melons which hang from the branches on fmall ftrings of ha}f an inch 
diameter, to the lengths r>f twelve, twenty, and thirty feet, (fig. 3. 
plate 4^) It were an ealy thing to multiply, if not from knowledge, at 
leaft from books; but that is the fource from whence moft of our 
hiflories are rendered ridiculous and obfcure. I have, for inftance, 
read of trees a gun ihot in height, and the like : I believe there arc no 
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fuch trees --r — I fawnone at Ieaft~— and fhall not fay anything 
but what I had from the beft information or perfonal knowledge. 

A lover of natural hiftory might be here very agreeably en- 
tertained with niimberlefs trees, (hrubs, plants, and roots; but it 
will be highly neceflary for the qaturalift, to become firft well ac- 
quainted with the country in general, and to cultivate in particular a 
good underftanding with fome of the moft fenfible and beft Ikill'd of 
the natives ; and not in that loofe way, that voyagers generally pick 
up their information. 

I took notice before, how difmal a place the ifland of Goree was, 

for want of the common comforts of life ^ and indeed this part of 

the continent is not greatly better. The common produds are 
the millet, iHt macz, a fort of fmall grain pounded and made into 
cither fanglet, or kufkus, a kind of bread much us'd by the negroes ; 
the Indian com, . the Banana, or Plantin, the kidney bean of various 
kinds, the pine apple, the cocao nut, the guava tree, the lime and 
lemon trees, citrons, dates, tamarinds, yamms, melons, honey, palm 
wines in varieties ; and fome few others of a ftill lefler value to Euro- 
peans, ^re there, to be had ; and by humouring the negroes, may be 
brought to the ifland as to a market. 

There are there alfo many fair looking herbs; but the negroes have 
no notion of fallads, and the Europeans feem indolent about finding 
out their virtues, whether good or bad. 

But what yields the moft conftant and delicious repaft, is the ele- 
ment around them. I have feen in the bay, to the eaft of the town 
of Beeng, as many fifti taken with the feyne, in two hours, as would 
fully fatisfy a thoufand men, fome qf which are remarkably good^ 
as there are others furprizingly beautifuK 

The firft of thofe remarkable, is the rock cod : it has a large eye 
fwelling over the furface of the head, full three quarters of an inch ; 
is of a dark brown mixed with red, clumfily formed, but excellent in 
eating. Of others, there are the king fifh j the bafs, fome of which 
weighed fixty and feventy pounds 5 the turtle alfo is there to be found, 
with many others, too common to mention. 

o 

The cavally may alfo be reckoned bekutiful : it is white, with a 
bke tinge on the b^ck i next the head it is fomewhat of a deeper 
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bltHe, and like the f^i-jack its icales are not difcernible^ having ra- 
ther a i^rt of fkin like an eeh 

There are in plenty a fifli calFd the filver fi(h-— of the fame 
breadth as length ; and very thin ; it has a beautiful white fcale^ 
mlx'd with blue and green on the back ; has generally five black 
belts 'y and is particular in a falfe mouth which it flioots oat for about 
half an inch^ as occafion requires. 

We found likewife the bream of a beautiful fcarlet, with blue fpot& 
on the fide of its head, and red eyes : and being near the Pargas bank^ 
there are plenty of the fifh known by that name. 

One in particular, caught by a line in the road of Goree, muft not 

be forgot. In its mouth, which is fmall, are a fort of teeth^ which 

were it not from a fmall divifion in the middle of the mouth, would 
be one entire tooth from fide to fide ^ fome from thence have catl'd it 
the rabbit fi(h : and from whence it appears, that even the fhell fi(h 
fecured in their dens, are not here without an enemy. It has a bell^ 
of a flabby nature, which can be flretch'd to a great compafs, and 
which is white and rough ; its back is a deep green, and about the 
middle betwixt the back and belly is a ftripe of white tin£tur'd with 
green ; near the mouth it is fpeckled with yellow ; the joint of the fide 
fin, and the tips of the tail are of a beautiful blue i k has no (bales, and 
I am told, but I believe without reafon, that it muft be guarded againft^ 
being poifbnous. 

There are alfo, what is called the fkip jack or yellow tail, not 
much unlike a mackarel in tafte and fhape, but can hardly be 
faid to have fcales ; it is beautifully variegated with yellow, green» 
azure, purple, and white ; its head fiiines like filver bumi(hed i 
and has a remarkable fmall black fpot near the gills. 

There are likewife the common fea Tygers, in abundance^ I 
mean the fbark and bacacutta ; fo that a ftranger in thofe parts, will 
do well to be careful how he fwims, Am: the latter of whom, con* 
ftantly fly to a man's middle : and aUb, how be wades amongft the 
fiflies while the leyne is haulbg a-(hore^ becaufe the ^ger and the 
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common (harks are frequently drawn afliore with the other fifli* 
Care muft be alio us'd, to oblige the negroes^ nor refufe them a part 
of the draughty which they expert as their due, and will wait upon 
him for that purpoie. (See filhes, plate VIIL). 

But it is now time to return to the fquadron. Having fpent the re-** 
mainder of the day, or rather the evening of the day, after the a^on^ 
in making indifferent quarters as agreeable to our prifoners as poffi^ 
ble, we refted till the following day before we chang'd our an-* 
chorage. 

At ten o'clock on the twenty-ninth, the (ignal was made to weigh ; 
when turning the fouth end of the ifland we anchored once more in 
Goree road, within a mile of the ifland } the citadel bearing S. S. W. 
and our depth of water ten fathom. 

And now, to the reducing the fortrefs on Goree ; the next thing 
which took up the commodore's attention, was to carry the fquadron 
home, that it might as foon as pofiible be of further fervice to his 
country. For which purpoie, as far as was in his power, he turned 
himfelf to avoid all unnecefTary delays-r-^fpecially to keep, if poflible, 
from going to water at St. Jago. But in this there were difficulties to 
be furmounted. 

Formerly, when captain Marfh paid this ifland a vifit, being in 
want of water, he fent on fhore to the continent if po&ble to obtain 
fome^—But the negroes very frankly told him, that as they were in 
peace and friendfhip with the fubje^ of France, they could not with 
any face of juftice fupply (h: cherifh their enemies : but as foon as he 
ihould make himfelf^ mafter of Goree, he fhould find them as fiuthfiil 
and ferviceable to the fubje^ of Britain, as they had hitherto been to 
the French. 

But at this time, altho' the fort of Goree was in our poflfeifipn 1 like 
a coy maid, when one objedtion is removed* they fly to another. — They 
muft next be bribed. The cadi wou'd by no means permit of our 
coming afhore either for water or r efreflurcnts, unlefs a dafhy or pre- 
fent, was made to their prince ; one of the jalof kings, apd, who 1$ 
caird (I think) Buiram. Upon which feveral palavers (for fo they 
call conferences) infucd ; and in which, M. Du Chome became, as 
was &j^ of fome ufe to the fquadron i tho' as to mvfelf> I never couU 
kam in what.*^He ^>oke French 'tis true) but fif^ befides him in 
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the fquadron could do the fame : and the fecret abhorrence the 
natives could not help having for this man, not only as a mur- 
derer and a traitor to his natural prince, biit as the enemy of M. St; 
Jean, muft rather have detained than forw^ded our bufipefs. 

But befides water, confidering how long our people had liv'd upon 
fait provifions, another grand article was frefti meat ^ in which there 
were alfo fome difficulties to furmount. — ^The French, as I have already 
taken notice of, had in fome neighbouring pafturage upwards of three 
hundred head of cattle, the company's property, which the negroes 
unjuftly feiz'd as theirs ; and the Englifti at that time, glad of any fort 
of frefti provifions, they fold them at their own price: obliged us to 
take even calves, or little older, mixing alfo with them the lean and \l\ 
thriven of their own herds 5 and albeit one with another, they 
weigh'd not more than an hundred and fixty weight, yet five bars of 
iron, or twenty-five (hillings fterling in value, wtis the price wc were 
obliged to give for each, or want. They were indeed, altho' not fat, 
very well tafted ; had a white fine grain, and fuch as Were young 
were very tender and delicate. I wifti I could give future voyagers, 
as good a charadter of their water. — ^The watering place is about a 
mile from thfc to^n of Bceng, to the eaft, and near about one quartet 
of that diftance from the fliore, in a muddy fwampy ground. — ^The 
method that has been taken to obtain water, and to preferve it for ufe 
in this place, is by finking cafks into the marfliy ground, having one 
end taken out, and the other, together with the fides, pierced full of 
holes ; by means of which, the water ftrain'd as thro* a cullender, fills 
tolerably quick, (having plenty of thefe drains:) and dtho* at 
firft it looks white, is muddy, and earthy tafted, by the quick drawing 
k from the drains, yet the mud confiderably fubfides by keepings and 
will amend greatly both in tafte and colour. — It is certainly wholefom^ 
as the natives ufe no other -, yet to prevent bad confequences to people 
unus'd with foch fort, we pvrt the loggerhead red hot into every cafk 
of water : and which I reckon, will be no improper caution to others. 
Watercrs too (if they choofe not to be us*d ill, or perhaps kept pri-- 
feners) muft be careful every turn they nrake with their boats, to carry 
with them a bottle of brandy-— That, the cadi, or his fobftitute for 
kirn, conftantiy exacts as his perquifite, akbo' it is given out,, as a 
cuftomhdue to their king; and the fubftitute, following a good exataxple, 
is feldom pltas'd if he has not a dram and a^ piece of bi^it &>v him- 
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fclf. This IS all they demand; it is the fame for the largeft boat 
as the fmaDcft : and is a toll very well bcftow'd. The fubftitute was 
a conftant attendant ; and as he told me, having ordei!s to p.uni(li wi;h, 
immediate death, fuch of his people as (hould unjuftly abufe-, tjiie JE/i- 
glifti J he preferved a great deal of decency and good behjiviour be- 
twixt both people, during the whole time of our watering^; which was 
finifh'd on Wcdnefday the tenth of January. 

During which time the fquadron on board, were employed in fend-; 
ing part of the troops on (bore to Goree ; in repairing the damages r^-^ 
ceiv'd by the enemy's (hot 5 taking the mortars ftom the ketches, 
on board the great ftiips, to make them more lively on the feas ; and: 
otherways cleaning the bottoms of the whole to fit them for our return. 
At which time too, on the ifland, was open'd. a public fale ; fuch a 
one was at leaft -ordered by the commodore; for difpofing of fuch o£ 
the merchandizes as might be of future ufe to thofe officers and fol- 
diersywbo were deftin'd to be left* behind ub: and it had been better it had 
been managed as publicly as it was defign'd : on the contrary, I will aij- 
fwerforthe gentlemen on board *theFougueux and Prince Edward, that 
all the negro boys were di{pos'd of before they knew fuch a fale was to 
bdve been. — ^But this is to be put to the. ignorance or meanddigns ,o€ 
dcrks only.. 

My remarks more diffant are as folbws. On Sunday the thirty-firfl; 
©f December, a fnow came into the road of Goree from Senegal;, 
bringing accounts,' that the garrifon. there was grown very thin,, both, 
on account of natur^ ickaths and flaaghfier } and were at the fam^ tin^ia 

. ia melancholy circumftahcBs for want of provifions. On the third 

of January, the Saltafli floop was difpatch'd to Britain,; with the new4 
of the adtidn.; by which, we had the pleafure of fcn(;li|ig our letters to 
our friends.-—— —On the fifth, two fails appearing, in the offings the 
commodore fent to the governor of Goree, to hoift the French colours 
on the citadel, whicli all the fquadron alfo did ; and the Fougueujt 
and Fire Drake, fliping their cables put out to fea;; but could then; 
perceive ho more thati one fail ; a Dane bound fouthj, v/ho after be^ 
ing brought to the commodore and fearch'd, was immediately difmifled; 
on her voyage ; the other being no more than a negroe canoe, many; 
of which have two mafts, and carry two coarfes (or lower fails) and; 
Mv^ tQpfeils*. 
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On the &me day faird alfo three tranfports under cartel^ to FrtHnee^ 
with the prifoners and their baggage, taken at Goree : and on the fame 
evening, captain Knight in particular, received an order to lay at fingle 
anchor, to be in a conftant readinefs to flip and chace upon future oc* 
cafions : when on the ninth, we again gave ichace, bringing in the 
Efcortte floop, from Sanaga. — She had no other news than what we had 
heard before ; and which at that time too, we had confirmed by the 
arrival of a lady from Sanaga, who had been driven thither over land, 
by meer wtot! 

On the eleventh and twelfth, we were employed in bringing on 
board the fquadron, fuch of the bale goods, 6cc. as did not fell at the 
au£Hon before mentioned ; and on the twelfth about noon, we 
bad farewell to Goree ; Major Newton, the govcrnour, fainting the 
commodore with fifteen guns, was returned from the Torbay with an 
equal number. 

Our fquadron was then reduced to thirteen fail, having left be« 
hind us at Goree, the Experiment, the Roman Emperor, and 
Goree brigg ; and having nothing to ftop our return to Ei^land, but 
leaving the remainder of the land forces at Senegal : the coounodore 
gave orders that each (hip of war ihould take a tranfport in tow, the 
more fpeedily to beat up the pafiage; and without diftin<£tion of (hips, 
or feniority, the beft failor plied the fooneft. In five days, that is on 
the fixteend), we all reached the mouth of the river Swaga ; which 
from about the diftance of fix leagues, in a muddy ground, there are 
regular foundings from fifty to eight ftithoms, being then within about 
two miles of the bars ; Fort St Lewis appearing over the land to the 
north, about N. N. E. Nothing happened in this run remarkable, 
but the death of the much lamented and unfortunate Lieutenant Weft 
en the fourteenth ; by which our king and country have loft a juft ofli« 
cer, a t^ave foldier, and a good man 1 * 



« Comparing the above obfervations at Goree, with even the lateft Frendi author 
M. Adenfon, we find their defcriptions diiFering widely, an air of riiodomontadc 
ruaning thio' the whole of the French traveller* 
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^ 

CHAR VIIL 

An adventure of our author' s^ up the river Sam^a or Senegal \ in 
which is dejcrib*(l the danger of the bars in its mouth — with 
dire^ions for fleering a courfe over them. 

FROM the time of oar arrival at Sanaga, until our departure on 
the twenty-third, the fquadron being employed in tending the 
troops to Fort St. Lewis ; permit me to entertain you during that in* 
terval, with an adventure of my own* 

You muft know firfV, that in the mouth of the river, there are two 
bars3-~that on the north is often dry at top i and the other, tho' there 
is water over it^ has not more than fix or feven feet on many places; 
making thereby three feparate channels, altho^ the Sieur Brue, fays twa 
only — the north, the middle, and foutbermoft. In the rainy fea(bns^ 
the frefhes come down the river in torrents ; infomuch, that the fea 
has not the leafl mixture of fait at the very mouth of the river.-— Novir 
at fuch times, if the fea breezes, which generally prevail in the day, are 
high, or if they fhall continue for a day or two, without the ufual re- 
turn of the breezes each night from the land, the impetuofity of the 
river being thereby curb'd in its courfe, becomes furious and to a de* 
gree terrifying. Even then, altho' the frefhes were far fpent, and the 
/alt of the fea prevailed for near twelve miles up the river, yet we faw 
upon the bars in our fbort flay there, running feas breaking, and furfs 
flying, to a height amazing ! And altho' few chofe to go over thoTe 
places for pleafure, yet I could not think of leaving the roafl of Africa, 
without feeing fome old friends, left there from its firft furrender, and 
who had doubtlefs, undergone many of thofe hardfhips^ of which we 
had difmal accounts. To have an opportunity therefore of a boat going 
thither with troops, I went on board a tender the 1 8th, betwixt the 
hours of four and five in the morning; and about nine o'clock 
we were all in readinefs to put off. Sixteen choice rowers, with a 
fleerfman and mate, were fent from the Fougueux to carry up the flat 
bottom'd boat : but the mafler of the tranfport propofing to go up the 
Sanaga htmfelf in his long boat, I was prevail'd upon to go ki companjr 
with him, in preference to the loaded flat bottom. The (^ winds had 
blown frefh all the preceeding day i had continued to blow alfo thro' the 

nights; 



Digitized by 



Google 



64 A jV O. y A. G ?: T O T H E 

night ; and at that time the bars look'd fo difmal, my fkipper was 
loath to think of puttipg off. — ^^— However, partly in earneft and 
partly in jefting him on his fears, he was at laft prevail'd upon to 
give it a trial ; rcfolving at the, fame time to condudl himfelf by a 
brother flcipper, who had been at an anchor there for fix weeks, was 
curious in his way, and better acquainted with the bars than him- 
felf; fo putting off he order'd the flat-bottom'd boat to ftcer to that 
mafter's fnow which lay in our way, and to windward : — when alas 
our longboat, which was quite new upon the tranfports leaving 
England, and had never been tried or piit into the water, could 
hardly keep herfelf above without a conftant bailing ! and what ftill 
added to oiir mifery, and could not be fo eafily hclp'd was, while 
we were oblrg'd to tack to win<lward, fhe three times mift flay- 
ing, when after all our endeavours, falling bbidily to leeward, and 
in danger of being drove out to the ocean, we were oblig'd to throw 
out a grappling into the fca, which we luckily had on board, and, 
lowering our fails, hoifted a failor's jacket to the mafl-head, as a 
•fignal of diftrefs ! We had nothing clfe in our power to do, and it 
was by mere chance we were relieved ; — for fuch of the men of war 
as were near us, cafily feeing it was a merchantman's boat, wcfe hu- 
mane enough to give themfclvcs no fort of trouble about us. I fay, 
by chance; for the commodore having occafion to fend on board of 
tnis mafter's tranfport in particular, for an account of his ftores, &c, 
as the fteward was providentially in the boat with us, the midfliip- 
man was under a neceffity of finding his way thither; — and even 
then the matter could not give him any fatisfying reply, unlefs he 
were on board his own veuel ; but yet to regain which, the mid- 
(hipman could not give the ieaft afllftance, without the permiflion 
of his captain. My fkipper, however, having happily on board a 
large jugg of London porter, applied the balfam according to art :— 
after a hearty fwigg or two, my gentleman and his crew became a 
little more pliant, and giving us a pull as far to windward as the 
commodore's (hip, we had an opportunity of applying to captain 
Owen for farther afllftance : but after a good deal of pain and trou- 
ble in getiing along-fide of the Torbay, that officer, who himfelf 
felt not our fufferings, could not be prevail'd upon to take from our 
uneafinefs. — ^He' rcfos'd noi, however, to allow us to make ufe of 
the (hip's main-yard tackle to uhftep otff maft, which, with the 
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water was fo fwcird in the ftep, was other ways immovable ; and by 
that means being become of Jefs reHflance againfl the winds, wc 
put oflF from the Ibip, when, adding my own ftrcngth to the reft of 
our crew, .and broiling for two long hours at the oar, we at lad 
xeach'd our tranfport again ; when, having got enough of it for one 
day, and at the fame time feeing other boats making fruitlefs efforts, 
we fet ourfelves down contented, in hopes of better weather foon. 
My holt did what he could to entertain me in the beft manner his 
vcflcl would allow, and his franknefs made amends for a very un- 
comfortable night* 

On the day after, getting the flat-bottom'd boat in readinefB, tak- 
ing the yawl for our ufe inftead of the long-boat, and getting the 
mailer, as before mentioned, in a little IkifF to pilot us over the bars, 
. we once more fet out. Our firft cpurfe was to the north entry, 
which is narrow, and where, if there is any ftrong current of the 
. river or ebbing water, there is no fmall danger of being carried upon 
the north bar, which is dry at low water, maugre all the force that 
can be clap'd to oars, unlefs the wind is alfo favourable, which was 
at that time not at all to be expedited, — and therefore a thing, on 
no account^ to be attempted. We rpw'd next to the middle 
channel, one look of which abundantly fatisfied us, the mader of 
the tranfpc^t being ftrongly inclined to return from whence he came, 
looking upoh it a$ prefumptuous to approach too nigh. However, 
. after fome entreaty, I prevail'd upon him at lead tp uke a bok of 
the fouth channel, whofe only good property is, that, being to lee* 
ward, if a boat is cafl away, there are hopes ihe ;may be drove 
a(hore, where lives may poilibly be preferv'd ; but upon our ap* 
proach, we were glad to return again as faft as we could, the middle 
channel, bad as it was, being far pre^able to the fouth. Having 
put our helm a-weather,. and direAed our courfe to the tranfport 
again, we very fcon perceiv'd two more flat-bottom'd boats pulling 
towards the fouth channel ; which induced me to plead with the 
mailer to lie upon his oars until they came up with us, lead it 
ihould be faid we fled from that which another in our fight might 
- perhaps attempt, and poffibly accomplifh. He was extreamly averlb 
"tD the prppofal, but fhame prevented, his return. The boats at 
length coming up with us, and enquiring what we thought of the 
bars, my fkipper anfwer*d> So bad^ 'tiv^fs m^dnefs to attempt tUm \ 
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f^r bis fMTt ie ^muld mt : md then he hati'd the ofKcef hi hia 
otvn flat-boMom'd boat, to ga^on boaird. By this time being con- 
vinc'd that 'tw&s pure timoroofhef^ or at kafl the natural badcward^ 
pefs that people who are employ'd by the month, having no honour 
to lofe, have againft running their heads into danger ; and ieeing the 
other boats unmindful of what my ^ipf^r ^lledg'd, purfuing their 
courfe, I took the liberty to hail the mate of the Fougucux, who 
commanded in the flat- bottomed boat^ and beg'd him not to keep 
fo far aloof^ but to row near us, nor be afraid too foon of the dan- 
ger. 1 applied next to my commander in chief, that he would 

take heart of grace, and once more take a look of the middle chan- 
nel.— —Gc?i/ keep him from endangering the lives offo many men^, was 
his anfwer. 1 told him, people who lookVd upon their lives, as their 
.country's, muft not think of danger when duty caird them; and 
beg'd him to confider, that thdre was a young gentleman in the 
flat-bottom'd boat, who tho* he might be partly under his diredion^ 
as being in his boat ; yet, as being a king's officer, and belonging 
to a ibip of war, he would ^fuffer no fmall reproach, was he to turn 
his back to his duty becaufe the mafter of a merchammah lliought 
it dangerous* He fmil-d, and faid it was well for me i was igiui- 
rant of my danger-^-^— I confefe'd the dmiger, but gave <my ^^ioian 
that it was mote terrible in Appearance than in reality ; and that 
in a few years, (hould Britain keep poflei&ofi of the place, an 
Englifliftian will think no idiofe of going over fhofe bars, ithan ar 
Thames watefman does of (hooting JLoftdon Bridge. Sut my 
ikipper had beien thrice c«ft ^way upon fucih ^pbces, and knew. 
fhfe danger too Well ifo run upon them fw the •foture-*— Howeiver, 
the (hocking appearance had wrought fudh ^n tIfyGt ^ipon his 
imagii^ation, that, a^dng himfelf no other boat wd>uld ventope 
more than himfelf, fee was i^revaird upon to go back ija the middle 
:gut, *vhefe once more laying «(m *fis oafsto look ^t the breakcns, iie 
again aflc'd his ferothter mafter what lie thought of the ^natter. Hisf 
feniW* Mas the fame as formerly, to wit, *hat he could ventote 
M^thbiftapptdiehfioPn of confequences in his own boat, vrfnich was* 
*gfit, t)ttt htkntw not what to think of the Others j he was «ci- 
'ikrqtmihted v^ith the nature c^ flat boats ; he beiiev'd there tn^t be 
^nger ; ^ri)d dk)>n<A dioo^ to % iiM'ther :-^*^t'the fsimetime) if ^we 
^diofe to i^VMt^ he kk m theffe diiFe<3ioA8'--^to ^tk (^fik opoa 
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the northern breakers, with the purpofe to take the middle channel 
us the hft(k 5 and as we obferv'd, that after the breaking of one 
great (ea, two or three fmaller followed, and then for fonrie mintites 
after proved fmooth 5 fo we would find oar account in following hard 
after the breaking of the great fea, poihing boldly forward j and cau- 
tions at the fame time of keeping the wreck of a (hip (which lies Iierc 
high and dry on the (horc) in a line with a tree on the northern de- 
clivity of a little white fandy hill :-— with which diredions he left 
us, faying at the fanf>e time that as there were but fmall hopes of 
Croffing the bars tl^at day, he fhould have a dinner ready for us on 
oi^r return. But now ieeii>g the flat-bottom'd boats before men* 
tioned, returning from the fouth Co joiiji^ us at the middle channel, 
we pufti'd in our yaul clofe upon the northern breakers, with our 
broad boat at a little diftance from us— I was glad to find the dan- 
gers bccanw Icfe with my Ikipper, upon acquaintance ; but could 
not prevail upon him to noake a bold pufli at once. We were now 
foar in company, laying upon mr oars -, fometimes goit^ op to look 
at the breakers j we would *ne»t drop down again 5 again to our oars, 
and take another k)ok — when OTie of the boats obfcrving the calm 
that enfued upon the breaking of a great fea, and being afliam'd to 
^o back, at once bid his men give^ way : they ftop'd again, but 
^twas for a little ; they gave way once more with a cheerful heart, 
and the other foHowed.— ^Lodking on my fkipper, I afk'd where 
his danger was then? upon whidi, with great calmoefs and indiffc^ 
rcnce, be hail'd tht mate in the great boat, what he thought of it, 
and if he would venture ? I could not contain myfelf longer at a be- 
haviour fo daftardly, and I am afraid I forgot myfelf a little in my 

expreffions on the occafion. In which, however, I caird out to 

the people of the flat-bottom*d boat, to give way after the others 
immediately ; and that if they gave any other anfwer to fuch a 
queftion, than a refohrte kiunch into the danger, they ought for ever 
to be aflham'd they had once belonged to a (hip of war. They ob^*d 
inftatitly, and *gave way, tho* almoft then too late j for before we 
got" half over the ehanncVthfc Teas rofe and br*)fefe fo high that the 
pcepl^in- the gre a t .boat lofing . heart, pniriL bujL deadly when jhcir 
, gre^teft efFpcts.w^ere mofl needed. Bcing^ jiear.them, and unim- 
pla/49 I <^^ wh^t I coi^ to chear them i^p; bu); in fpite of all, 
before we could force our boats ovierothe.daiigerfi,. we JECoeivVd the 
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(hocks of four fcas : — none of which however did the harm expcS- 
ed from them, farther than wetting the people, and driving us to 
leeward, even within a little of the (buthern bar. We got quite over 
about three o'clock, or after ; and as we had then fourteen mile$ to 
tug againfl the flream, we jump'd all hands into the water, and 
wading to the (hore, not only lighten'd the boats, but, having 
brought fmall ropes for the purpofe, drag'd them up along the (hore^ 
at a much fafter rate than oars could pull ; in which, however, our 
people being Unacquainted with the river, and night coming on„ 
they had not traced them above four miles, when they run them 
afhore upon a fhoal, fo faft that we gave over all hopes of getting 
on our way again fooner than nine in the evening, when the tide 
would make up. 

Mean time I amufed myftlf along ihore, in a manner di&rent 
firom the others^ but which was no more than in fearching for 
ihells, when fome uncommon herbs in my way ftruck my attention, 
t — and amongft the reft a large creeping plant, upon which hang a 
fruit, formed and in every other way in its fhape, very much refem«* 
bling the kidney- bean, but larger than the Windfbr broad bean> 
having generally nine or ten in a pod ; they cover large fpaces of 
the ground, gtow on a fandy foil, creep out to the length of eight 
or nine feet, the kaves grow in threes as in the common kidney- 
bean, and the fmall foot ftalks, by which each of the three are 
join'd to the main ftalk, are thick and glandulous ; a circumftance I 
have not obferv'd in any other plant (fee fig. 1 1. plate IV.) > are fair 
to look upon, and fuch as were full grown, were far from being 
undefirable.^ I was then however an hupgry, and thought fo j and 
had eat a good . many of them, when a negroe coming that way, 
urg'd me to throw them away, giving me by iigns to know that 
they were not fit to eat» Several of the foldicrs breaking off at times 
fronv tugging at the boat, followed my example as far as to pull fc- 
veral and put in their pockets^ but not daring to eat what they ikid 
they dki not know, they then bleft tfaemfelves not a little they had 
not been fo rafh, and began to pity my hie. Having however never 



* Some of thefe, from feeds which I brought with me from Sanaga, are now 
growine at Sion-Hoafe, the (eat of the ri^ht honourable the eacl of Northumbecland; 
and at Mf« Lee *• murfery at Hammerfiniih. 
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read in any natural hiftorjr of any bean being poifonous, and reed- 
letting at the fame time that thii eaft and'feuthern countries retain 
and hold in cfteem many of the Pythagorean notions, I flattered .my- 
fclf that their not eating of this bean, was from fomc facred reafon, 
rather than any poifonous quality ; and furpriz'd the fgldicrs con- 
fidepably, in continuing to eat them (to the face of the negroe), tin- 
till I had fatisfied the cravings of nature. I will donfcfs to 

you, that (hortly after I had a violent out-ftriking, which giving me 
uneafincfs continued increafing upon me for eight days afterwards, 
attended with a flux, and which was immediately attributed to fome 
malignant quality in the bean ; but purfuing my adventure, the fol- 
lowing are reafons which with much more probability might have 
been the real caufe. Jumping from the boat, to the middle, in the 
feaj continuing wet for a confiderable^me ; to avoid the dangers of 
an unknown coaft, going again on board the open boat at fun^fet $ 
where, with the preceeding night's want of reft, and the fatiguc^ 
of the day, I in that condition infenfibly fell afleep by the fide of 
my pilot, who had got his pipe a-light, and diverted away the (harp- 
nefs of the evening in a much more prudent manner. 

In this fituation I lay until the people, after a moft fultry 
day finding the evening the more chilly and . difagreeable, were 
pleased to beftir themfelves from their lethargy 5 and by a force 
they chofe not before to exert, they of themfelves got the boats into 
deeper water, when taking to the oars, cheering up each other by 
turns ; by the help of the tide, which foon followed us, or perhaps 
was then, tho' to us unknown and irregular, we reach'd the ifland 
of Sanaga, betwixt the hours of eleven and twelve that night. 
Where leaving my fkippcr and the mate, to look after their things 
and their crew, my firft enqtriries were after my friends ; with 
whom, learning they were well and upon the ifland, I had the plea- 
fiirc of pafling the remainder of the night to fatisfedionf— — But I 
will not trouble you with the meetings of friends. You have a more 
generous difpofition than to think friendfhip like love fliouldi be con* 
fin'd ; and the happinefs and little innocent enquiries vrith fome c£ 
my friends in a climate fo diftant, was but a ft>re-taftc of that 
which I hope I (hall enjoy with you all, when Heaven (hall be 
pleas'd to fhovrer down the Uefling of peace upon Europe I 
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CHAR IX. 

Of the arrival of Tf'refor Mugbtard^ king tfLeghiboU — Of his recep-- 
ti(m by tbcNegroes^^-^Of his being received in fiat e at fort St. Louis 
^.^JVith a defcriptioji of his court held there^ on the arrival of the 
. new governor^ colonel Pforge. 

TH E morniog following prefented me with a fccne of a very 
extraordinary nature ; the arrival of Trefor Mughtard, king of 
Lcg^iboli,— a confiderable prince in thofe parts, who came to con- 
gratulate the new governor on his arrival at SenegaL 

Hi$ firfl; appearance was on the Barbary fide of the river, attend-^ 
ed by his nobles and retini% mounted on horfes and camels,, to a 
T£ry coofiderable number. A cavalcade of this nature being to me 
% novelty, I wefit down to the river's edge cppofite to the MoorUh 
town (fee plate 4X.) where the king foon after halted until he could 
inform the governor of his vifit. A canoe immediately puHi'd from 
the continent, bringing over a meflcnger from the king, with an in- 
terpreter; the latter of whom accofting me in a very barbarous fort 
of Englifh, aflc'd to be carried to the governor: 'and whom having 
kd to the officer of the guard, they were immediately conducted to 
ihe coloneL Hereupon a barge was order'd round with captains 
Allen aqd Hamilton, of the marine, to wait on his majeily and tp 
conduct him over the river, while major Mafon waited at the river- 
fide to receive him on the iiland: all which his majefty, however, 
thought a^ parade too little* 

. it ie^ns it bad been a cuflom with the French, for their gover* 
f}(u:a to %o in :peribn to receive and condud: crown'd Jbeads into the 
ijOand} and tl^ king finding only two military officers, made a. great 
|9Any heiitations, and could not eafily put up with fuch a diminu^ 
tjon of ^ ttfual honours. Whereupon captain Hamilt)on reprefent- 
£d, to his; Qiajefly, that he w^ not to expeft fhofe fubWtipns focr 
|»erly pai^ by the French—The Jpiwph vjFcre pnly a- company ^ 
#nffclwn^, ,^diiig, men, ^ix^ their governor, ^ Rriyatej pprfpo onlji.: 
'JiV^dle the EngUfh were the icomedia^ ^vante.of tj^e |ung[Ot Creat 
Britain; .their ^vcroor the reprcfeirtaiiTe af .his majejfty, ajidf.^oula 
not therefore in any manner of way be complied with. — After which 
... 1 : ^ enfued 
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-enfued a long confabuktion amongft hb nobility qpoo the natter, 
and the king was at length prevaird upon to go on board the barge 
with part of his retinue, attended by the two Captaias : hut on his 
^hrrival at the ifland, there arofe a fecond mifunderftanding about 
«tting out of the boat The boat being deeply loaded, could not 
be brought to the fhore by many feet : two marines therefore jump'd 
into the water to carry their own officers dry on (here, whp went ■ 
out before the king on purpofe to alTift the major in receiving him 
on' the ifland; and the interpreter thereupon gave to underftand, that 
thofe marines who brought their officers on (hore dry footed, (hould ; 
alfo attend his majeily on the fame purpa&. But major Mafon, wjth 
captains Allen and Hamilton, being of opinion that it would he im-- 
proper to begin them with any fort of treatnxent they would thbk 
too ferviie to continue, beg'd leave to acquaint his maje% by his ^ 
interpreter, that it was not the cuftom of the kings of England to be 
fupported by any but finglifhmen, and for the fame realbn Englifh^ 
men muft not fuffer themfelves to become the fervants of any other 
potentate whatever^ So that after a fieirther confukation with his ^ 
noblesy his majefty was pleased to be carried afhore cm the /hpulders ' 
of two of his own attendants. 

Upon, bis being fct on fliorc the ncwjor rcoeif'd hiisn wida a &lute : 
of feven guns, acquainting him that if they had diminifh'd fome of 
the honours which a merchant*company thought their intercA to - 
coniply with, they made it up in military honour by ao addition of 
iivc guns :-!— for it feems the French gav^ on thefe occafioos, two 
gui^ only. From^<tbe river-fide, as theiCing was conduced a-crofs 
^e parade to the fort, he was met by a company of oegcoes attached ^ 
io the Leghlboli moors, who danc'd before him in a manner the moft ' 
uncommon imaginable, until lie was received into the fort b^ a cap- 
tain's guaixl. 'lihe principal dancers wer^ women, nine an number, . 
and placed three and three a-breaft. The n^iddle perfon of ^the row ' 
.neareA the kir^, (while fl^danc'd (looping (he fpireadoot lier^arioeoCs ~> 
like wings as a token of fubmiffion 3 and «he two 'Outermoft womm, , 
idanoing, fuog aifba fong, in the chorae of wihicb tb^ Miere joinud 
by the other fix dancers, with certain notes, or rather fcreams, . 
fome treble, fome tenor, fome counter, fome bafe; and all of thena 
i iattho fame fltimc dapping their hands, and throwing dieir bodies 
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irito many extraordinary, extravagant, and fome into indecent pos- 
tures. 

In this manner arriving at the fort he was led up to the gover- 
nor's apartment, where was placed a great chair, with a (hewoy 
covering or carpet thrown over it, in fome degree to imitate a 
throne, in which governor Worge, with much civility, feated the 
king s and, during the audience, fat himfelf uncover'd in his pre- 
fence. 

The appearance of this court was the moft ridiculous imaginable, 
and the reprcfentation muft I dare fav plefife you. 

In the firft place, you muft know that the great room or 
hall into which the king was ufher'd, was no other than that which 
the governor ufes as a dining-room for the numerous company he is 
often pleas'd to entertain ; and this accident happening at a very un- 
fortunate time of the day, the table was already covered for his 
guefts — However, unprovided in greater convenience, in the midft 
of that diforder, the honcft well-meaning governor admitted his 
royal vifitors.— — Suppofe now to yourfelf, a man of fix feet, wel^ 
made, of a grave afpetS:^ his beard decent, abating his . colour, 
comely; drcfs'd in a loofe robe of coarfe worfted gawz, broad ftriped 
in blue and white; his robe fleeves of fine white linnen, loofe and 
flowing in the manner of a furplice ; his crown made of fcarlet 
cloth ftuflPd, I imagine with grifs-grifs, (fig, 5. plate VII.)— or ra- 
ther a fort of ancient diadem than crown, encircling his temples ; 
from the back of which did hang fome ornamental part of his drefs, 
and made of the before mention*d gauze ; wi^h fome part of his 
arms and hands, as well as the lower part of his thighs and legs 
bare, and fandals on his feet.— —This is the figure of the prince. 
Suppofe to yourfelf next, the above figure lolling on the arm of the 
chair fet for a throne } one leg laid on the other knee, and all the 
time of the audience (as a farther mark of indifiFercnce and fuperi- 
ori^), diverting himfelf by picking or rather cleaning his teeth, with 
a (hort twig fi-om a tree^ which he had picked up in his way hither ^ } 
now and tl^Q diverfifying the fcene a )ittle> by whifiing from a (hort 



♦ Probably a twig from the ghclola-trcc, refembling very i^carly the oficr, andjii 
^eat vogue ror its value in this ufe. 
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tobacco-pipe which one of his nobles prefented him with, and 
which his majcfty, afterwards wiping the end he had in his 
mouth, was gracioufly pleased to honour his principal counfellor 
with a whiff of the fame tobacco. Suppofe too this favourite fome- 
times fitting, fometimes ftanding on the king's left-hand, while his 
guiriot or chief mufician, upon a feat at his right-hand, during 
the audience, thrummed moft wretchedly upon a lute or in- 
flrument of the guitar kind, made of a calaba(h, and ftrung with 
horfc-hair : befides thefe, the interpreter fat betwixt his majefty 
and the governor, and the reft of the nobles took their feats as 
they could ^ fome of whom were arm'd with fwords, fome with 
mufquets, and others with lances, or bows and arrows, made up 
this ftrange court ! 

Being thus feated, after about five minutes filencc, governor 
Worge, fpeaking to the king, hop'd he faw his majefty in goo \ 
health ? Which being made known, the king give a nod with his 
head, and the interpreter anfwer'd he was well : foon after this, 
his majefty enquired if king George was well when the governor left 
JEngland ? To which the colonel reply'd, his majefty was then in 
good health ; and in return enquired after the health of the queen of 

Leghiboli, which was anfwer'd as before, All which qucftions, 

with feveral others of a like nature, fimple and commoq, were eafily 
undcrftood, and eafily anfwer'd on either fide; but when they 
came to talk of bufinefs, they hobbled terribly. The Arabs or 
Moors very foon came to an old and favourite fcheme of theirs, wz: 
the deftroying of Poydore, and ereding a fort at Port enDerrique^ or 
Portendique j and the Englifh as foon got to their more favourite and 

fiibftantial topick, — -roaji-beef to their plumb-pudding. But alas, 

each gave the other fo little fatisfaSion, that I began very heartily to 
pity the poor colonel in his government ! After a long and much- 
meaning filence, he look'd up, and with a figh, which he endea- 
voured to prevent, wifti'd he had fome one could underftand them. 
Major M^on talked a great deal 3 and not only as if he underftood 
them, but as if they alfo underftood him : — ^though, for my own 
part, I look'd upon all we faid to them, not being underftood, as 
tending to little purpofe ; while it appeared to me the governor, at 
leaft on bis fide, if i\ot the major bimfelf^ underftood flill lefs of 
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what the Moori(h interpreter fiud to them ; fo that after a long 
conference, they fpoil'd their dinners to very little purpofe, and 
'twill be well for them if this proves the only one : — it feems this 
was to be their conftant amufement for feveral days to come. 
The governor muft maintain the king and his retinue, who will 
fometimes condefcend to ftay for a week or two before his depar- 
ture, — at which time he will be gracioufly plcas'd to fuffer him- 
felf to be loaded with prefents, and in return will perhaps be 
obliging enough to promlfe what he will never afterwards think 
of. 

But before I leave this mock court, I muft not forget to defcribe 
to you the fevouritc miftrefs of one of thefe great men, who 
alfo made her appearance on this occafion. She was fmall in fta- 
ture, diflfering nothing from the colour of the males, had her fore- 
head concealed with one part of her head-drefs, while another 
covered the lower' part of her face, even to her eyes> and was 
fuftain'd in that pofition by her nofe only ; for at times fhe 
would let it fall under her chin, to regale herfelf with a pipe of to- 
bacco, the fmoak of which fhe took in at her mouth, but threw it 
out m a furpriling manner from her noftrils* Her drefs was loofe; — 
but what was extreamly iingular, her ancles were encircled with twa 
krge clumfey rings, and as I imagined of pewter^ about an inch 
and an half in breadth (as in f^. 88. plate VII.) and rounding off on 
both edges, like the rim of a pewter Jordan, de%n'd doubtlefs. 
Id preferve them from galling her ancles but» neverthelefs feem'd 
vaftly inconvenieirt:, and made her ftraddle in her gait moft (hock* 
ingly, putting me in mind of a horfe fet-lockj^ and feemingly de« 
lign'd for a 1^ purpofe» 
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CHAP. X, 

Of the progrefs ofChriftianity in thcfe parts^^'-^^eonfider^d to ourjhame^ 
Tie inhabitants of Senegal^ in genteel procefjion^ wait on the gover^ 
nor • — jin account of the people i particularly their women : — In 
which our author thinks it far preferable to mix with them, than 
to Jend white women to the torrid zone. 

ON the day following, being funday, I was pleas'd much better^ 
thb' lefs diverted, by a procefHon of a different nature. 
The Romifh clergy here have, to their great honour, been at vaft 
pains to make converts to Cbriftianity, and have had good fuccefs in 
{hatching many from the ignorance of Faganifm, and many from the 
delufions of Mahomet ; which converts have now fuch a venera- 
tion for the religion taught them and things facred, that they held 
the Englifli for fome time in very great contempt ; and feeing nei- 
ther priefls nor ceremonies amongfl them, would hardly be perfuaded 
they were Chriftians, and would by no means permit them to bury 
their dead in their hallow'd ground. — Carrying matters fo far, as 
even to think that with the French we would alfo chace religion 
itfelf from the ifland. On this fubjedt I am told, a lady of di- 
ilindion there, the princefs Pennetica was heard to fay, 7&tf 
while Jhe was ignorant , and a Pagan, Jhe was happy > but now jhe 
began to find, that being a Chriftian would make her miferable ! Our 
countrymen at that time endeavoured to calm them in this point by 
a falfhood, which however took ; which was, that they were good 
Chriftians, but that they had the misfortune to lofe their chaplain in 
the pa£age. But what they will be able to fay for thenilclves now, 
is more than J can refolve.— — *Above a thou£ind people, men and 
women,— in a ftrange land, in a land of infidels^ in a land of £lck« 
nefs and of death 1 unattended by the chaplain of any of the regip- 
ments, either to adminifter the facraments of Baptifm and the Eucha^- 
rift, either to inftrudl them in their duty while in health, to give them 
eafe or comfort on a death-bed^ or to attend their afhes, like Chri- 
ftians, to a grave, muft ilrike every reafonable and fbber-minded 
peribn with an awful concern ! The chaplain of a r^oient, while 
his flock remains in a Chriftian country, may have a feemmg fuflSi- 
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cient excufe, at lead to man, for his neglcft; however he fliall an* 
fwer it to his mafter : but for 9 pricft to flay by the flefli-pots at 
home, when fome hundreds of thofc for whom he muft aqfwer, 
are gone to fo defolate a country as this, are the very (hepherds ,■ 
who feed themfelves and not their flock : but although the 
Englifh, to their dilhonour, have carry'd no paftor with them ^ 
God in his good providence, has not left thofe infant Chri- 
ftians without a guide. There is in the ifland a gentleman (aU 
though a negroe) of extraordinary good fenfe, a good education, and 
withal polite 5 and not from authority, fo much as the knowledge 
of his honefty and other amiable qualities, has obtain'd fuch afcen- 
dancy over the minds of the inhabitants, that his voice is with them 

a law in every thing, On fundays, and other holidays, his 

houfe becomes a chapel, where a very decent and cbnfiderable com- 
munity meet together, the gentleman himfelf officiating to them as 
paftor ; fo that Mr. Charles, for fo he is call'd, may be truly ftil'd 
their king, prieft, and lawgiver. 

On funday, I fay, after divine fervice was over, the above 
Mr* Charles, attended with all the Chriftians (the chief part of the 
inhabitants) came in a very genteel proceffion of two and two, 
the men firft, with the women following, to pay their com* 
pliments to the governor on his arrival upon the illand, who having 
affur'd him of their obedience, beg'd they might be protected from 
any infult, and hoped they fliould not be forced from thofc 
hoofes which had ever been their own properties, and not the 
French,— —At the fame time prefented a memorial of the above, 
fign'd by moft of^hofe who waited on him 5 which Mr. Charles, as 
the mouth of the whole, defir'd might be tranfmitted to his Bri- 
tannick majefty. The governor received their addrefs with a great 
deal of f^tisfa^Vion ; could not help taking notice, that they were a 
-very fine people j and difmiffing them, aflfur^d Mr. Charles that 
in£tead of their houfes being taken from them, if for want ofroom 
m the garrifon he fhould l^ obliged to billet officers upon the in- 
habitants, they fhould be paid lodging-«ioney according to their 
rank. 

And I affiire you, they were nothing fhort of what the governor 
fiudt the males, both here and at Gorce, ar^ generally tall,. 

ftrait^ 
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ftrait, and well made, have noe that thicknefs of the Up and 
flatnefs of the cofe, that common flaves and negroes farther to tha 
fouth are always found to have , and moft of them go very decently 
apparePd, and in the French tafle ; but this is to be underflood of the 
inhabitants of the iflaods only where the French were fettled. The 
fubje<5ls of the neighbouring princes, who are very formidable, and 
who can bring to the field thirty thoufand men, five thoufand of 
which mounted on the fineft Arabian horfes, arm'd with various in- 
ilruments of war : even the fubjedts of Seratick himfelf, who they 
fay fits on a throne of filver, and is ferv'd in plate of moft coftly 
value, are clad in no other drefs than the common negroe flaves, 
which is a piece of Hnnen wrapp'd about their middle, with 
the addition of a fmall blue covering, thrown loofely over their 
£houlders : being greatly given tp fuperftition, befides the above 
drefs, thofe who go to war are plentioufly loaded with griflgrifs or 
gregories, fmall cloth or leather bags containing little flips of writtfiflt 
paper, which they purchafe from the marbuts or priefts, meafuring 
about three inches in circumference, varioufly famion'd, but gene- 
rally quadrangular : in thefe they put great trufl, and are charms 
they imagine will prevent them from almofl: every kind of danger, 
and which they hang about their necks and arms (fig. 6. plate VII.), 
with bracelets of filver or brafs, bent about their wrifts (fig. 7. plate 
VII.) : but all thefe fooleries thofe who have embraced Chriftianity, 
and were much amongft the French, have entirely caft off. As to 
their women, and in particular the ladies (for fo I muft call many 
of thofe in Senegal) they are in a furprixing degree handfomc, 
have very fine features, are wonderfully tradable, remarkably 
polite both in converfation and manners ; and in the point of keep-* 
ing themfelves neat and clean (of which we have generally, 
flrange ideas, form'd to us by the beaftly lazinefs of flaves), they 
far furpafs the Europeans in every refpeft. They bath twice a 
day, upQn every occafion they wafli from all kinds of moifturei; 
and in this particular have a very hearty contempt for all white peo- 
ple, who they imagine muft be difagreeable, our wome^.efpecially* 
Nor can even their men, from this very notion, be brought to look 
upon the prettieft of our women, but with the coldeft indifierencc, 
fome of whom there are here, ofiiccrs ladies, who drefe very fliowey, 
and who even in England would be thought handfome. You ma^> 
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perhaps, ftnHe at all this ; but I afTure you 'tis a truth. Negroes to 
tne are no novelty ; but the accounts I received of them> and in par* 
ticular the appearance of the females on this occafion, was to me a 
novelty moft pleafing. They were not only pretty, but in the drefe 
in which they appeared, were even defireable* Nor can I give you 
any drapery more nearly refembling theirs, than the loofc, light, eafy 
robe, and fandal, in which we fee the female Grecian (latues attir'd ; 
moft of which were of exceeding white cotton, fpun, wove into 
narrow flips of fix or fevcn inches, and fow'd together by themfelves* 
Their hair, for it differs a little from wool, very neat and curioufly 
plaited ; and their perfons otherways adorn'd, by earings, necklaces, 
and bracelets, of the pureft gold. 

And indeed I cannot help thinking, that it was to the benefit of 
the African company in general, and the happinefs of thofe they 
fent abroad in particular ; that, with fuch promifing inhabitants, the 

French fu<)fer*d no white women to be fent thither. Nor do I 

think it would be wrong to follow their example. If we confider the 
good of the public, our mixing with the natives fettles their affec- 
tions on the moft lafting foundations : and if we confider the bene^ 
fits accruing to thofe in particular whom we have fent to the conti- 
nent, it muft have ftill a greater weight. A few women amongft fo 
many men, find it almoft impofiible to continue chafte, efpecially in 
the army ; but on the contrary contrad diftempers, which, with the 
other drudgeries camp-women are fubje£t to, as wa(hing, iron- 
ing, and cooking, in fo fcorching a climate, hurries them to their 
graves, dragging even many of their male companions with them, 
"^-many melanclioly examples of which have been already feen 
in this ifland 1 Whereas, on the other hand, the natives have a thou* 
land times their chaftity, and by being in their natural climate, are 
capable of bring of much greater ufe in a family. To which I may 
add, that (hould any of our delicate young gentlemen of the army have 
the mortification to be hereafter fent into this part of the torrid zone, 
and who may not poffibly be able to bring themfelves to any 
thoughte (rf marrying with a negroe, they will here find mulattos 
of the laft generations, and fi-om thofe, muftees of the preient, very 
comely, particulariy of the kuter, who are full as fidr, and as de- 
licate as the Fcench women. 
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But tho' I talk in this free manner of thofe females, ft Eiir(^)eaQ 
will find himfelf prodigioufly difappoiiited, if he ihall fancy he ha» 
nothing to do but to take to himfelf a feat and fit down : 
I believe, that althoueh there are proftitutes amongft them, yet 
while many may contcfs they have been rebuiPd with difdain^ 
few of the Englifli as yet, with any Ihare of truth, can boaft 
of having obtained illicit favours, ■ I t is true, a pricft is not 
fo neceflary a perfon at the difpofal of parties in marriage in this 
country, as in others : family properties are but fmall ; the world i» 
wide around them 5 and, being enough for every body, the rifing 
generations may pitch themfelves cafes or huts where they can find 
room. In other parts of inheritance, thofe natives have not yet de* 
generated fo far into the love of money, ambition, and power, as 
not to trufl to each other's honefly ; nor does the bonds of fociety 
£> greatly confift here in the care parents take of their children's edu* 
cation, diat a man and woman (hould be afraid of each other, with«» 
out the mofl facred engagements ^ and if a female can be brought 
to like her fuiter (who I ftiall fuppofe a European), and before her 
parents, and perhaps the priefl, will confent to live with him ; ta 
her 'tis a marriage, nor need the hufband be afraid of her honefly* 
^is true the hufband may not look upon a ceremony of this nature, 
as able to bind him from ranging elfewhere, or perhaps taking an-* 
other wife, which, tho' done amongfl the natives, is uncommon to 
Europeans ; and when he grows tir'd of his partner, it may not be 
in the power of women here, more than wives at home, to change 
a vitious inclination : but if there are fervices of the mofl fignal, 
necefTary, and endearing natures, as well in health as in diftrefs, with 
which women blefs us, and which were we denied the benefits and 
enjoyment of, would render our lives the mofl miferable of the ere* 
ation, I would advife inconflant gentlemen who nmy go thither ta 
think a little, and be very cautious in their amours : for while tho 
deferted lady is in no fort of fear of being long a widow, the ^ovcr 
will have better fortune than his neighbours, if he will fo foon find 
another wife. — ^I fpeakthis, only with refpedt to the private contrail 
of a European j for the laws here permit not the natives to put away 
a wife, or wives, more than ours at bome» 

But with thefe good qualities in the fouthcrn ladies, I mufi not 
Mfmt another, tho' I fhall leave it to yourfelf in whal catalogue to 
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place it,— whether in the noble or ignoble cokimn.-"--— As we in 
England have a weapon, conveniently laying by the fire- fide, — ^vuU 
garly ftiJ'd the woman's weapon $ fo have they here, but of a nature 
far more tremendous. There are few women who have not in 
their houfcs, ready hanging on a nail, the faw of a fword-fifli, with 
which in occafions of quarrel they tear and mangle each other in a 
manner moft dreadful (fee plate VIIL). Nor are they altogether 
tame to the infults of a male, — even their huibands. Although the 
princefs Pennetica was prudent enough to put up with an affront fhc 
received from major Mafon, which ftiali be more particularly taken 
notice of in courfe, there are ftorics told that her late hufband 
M. St. Jean has often felt the weight of her hands. 



C H A P. XL 

Of things curious.^^Of the balafoy the grand injlrument of mujic 
amongfl the negroes. — Of the tajie of thofe Africans^ in mupc and 
poetry. — Of Sanaga.-'^Its defer iptiony foil^ f^^^gth^ &c. — With an 
account of a public table-converfation^ concerning the conduSi of cap^ 
tains Sayer and Knight ^ in the aSlion before Goree. 

OF natural curiofities, my (hort ftay there makes me very bar- 
ren ; and chiefly in the hiftory of plants, trees, &c. or vege- 
tables of any kind*— —Being at that time the winter feafon, I faw 
the production of that feafon only ^ and remaining but a fhort time, 
I could not fee even thofe but in one ftate. As to the animal cre- 
ation, the numberlefs defcriptions we have had of thofe moft com- 
mon and remarkable, makes the bare naming them at this time iuf- 
ficknt : and as from this part of the world is brought our ivory, 
of ^ confequence elephants are plenty : the frefli water river brings 
alligators in creat numbers : there is here alfo the lion, the 
tiger, the antelope, the camel, the dromedary, the parrot, of va- 
rious forts, colours, and fizes ; the oftridge, the camelion, &c. Gfr. 
moft of which I &w at that place. There is alfo a fifti of particular 
Ibeautj, caught without the bars by the hook, which from a grunt- 
ing 
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ing noifc it makes when brought out of the water, is call'd by fomc 
the drum, by others the grunting-fi{h ; the folds in its gills are a (hin- 
ing azure, its head like burni(h'd filver, the belly a fpangling white^ 
the top of the head, and a lift down its fide from head to tail, com- 
poied of red, white, and yellow, fpangled, and the reft was change 
able, like the neck of a dove, in colours of blue, white, yellow, 
green and purple. (Sea plate VIII.) 

But a curiofity of a mechanical nature, I met with there, de&rvet 
a particular defcriptbn : one of thofe inftruments of mufic, caird 
the ballard, balafo, or balafeu, purchafed by the late French go- 
vernor of fort St. Jofeph, *at Galam, at a confiderable price, defign'd 
as a prefent to the duke de Richlicu. The frame of the inftrument 
is of wood, of about four feet in length, one foot in height, and on 
the left- hand, or bafe, its breadth is about eighteen inches; faUing 
off to nine or ten on the right or treble hand : on the top of this 
frame, length-ways, are ftretch'd large gut ffa-ings, clear of th^ 
frame, upon which are placed nineteen pieces of ^ lignum- vitse^ of 
difierent lengths, the longeft eighteen inches, placed on the left, 
diminiftiing to ten on the right, about an inch and an half ia 
breadd), and a quarter lefs in thicknefs, which (erve for notes, and 
are ftill fardier diminifti'd in thefe dimenfions, as the artift ihall find 
requifite in tunmg the inftrument Under thefe tinri{)9rs are ftretch'd 
a convenient number of fmaller gut-ftrings a-crofi the frame ; tkid 
thereupon, to lengthen the tones, are hang'd calabafiies, a fbrt of 
dry'd gourde, two .and two a*breaft, and of different fizes, from 
eight or nine inches in diameter, under the bafef notes, to two or 
ilMC under the treble (fig. 4« plate VIL). This inftrument is play'd 
upon by two fmall hammers, or mallets ; the heads of which, to 
fweeten the found, are made of gut-ftring^ wound up, and few'd 
firmly tog^er; and altho' its mufic cannot be but incompleat, it has 
a certain ibfr and melancholy fweetne^, extreamly pleafing, refem* 
bling the tone of no other inftrumait I have ever heard, and is a 
mufic fitter for a lady*s chamber, than a ball-room, altho' Jobibn 
iays he heard it above an Englifti mile. 

And this leads me to confider another part of the Ingenuity of 
thofe natives— their proficiency in mufick itfelf, as well vocal as 
inftrumental. The prefence of the prince of Legbiboli, had brought 
bither people of vanous abilities -, amongft which, I had the pleafure 
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of being entertained with one of their guiriots, and who was it fcem* 
a principal performer. His fong, from his action, feem'd to be a detail 
of fome battle or great man's hiftory j which he fung in a fort of 
recitative ; and at the end of every fentence (upon a lute, or inftru- 
ment of the fame kind that the mughtard's chief muiician entertain'd 
his majefty withall) he play'd a fort of fymphony, moft commonly 
of four notes, efpecially in the paffionate parts, and at others, he ' 
lengthened them out to four bars, (fee fig. 5. plate VII ) But his 
adion in the. vocal part, was the moft furprizing I have feen— •• 
He put himfelf into violent paflions, 'till he would fweat and 
foam like a madman ; and in accompanytng the words with an ac- 
tion fuited to the ftory, would fometimes (lamp with his feet, and 
threaten with his hand, would kneel, and even lie down ; would 
fopth, and threaten again, fo that it appeared to me, the performer 
was enthufiaftically pofTeft with fome ideas of infpiration, or at lead 
ieem'd defirpus his audience fhould think fo 1 which laft is moft pro- 
bably the cafe. — ^The negroes believe thofe impoftures are all of them 
infpir'd, or at'leaft are familiar with the devil, and altho' they humour 
aod. enrich the fycophants, to have their praiie while alive> they deny 
them even the common burial rites when dead, and are ftuck up^ 
efe£t in hollow trunks of trees, leaft the earth or water ftiould be 
poifon'd with their carcafies. 

Of (heir poetry,, as I can be no judge of it from their langu^e,, 
I (hall give you a fpecimen of it in broken Englifb, fuch as I heard 
at Goroe,-— being a fort of fong with which they us'd to. flatter the 
EngUfh,. aftier the furrendry of that iilandi. 

Frenchman a Goree^ 

Go Pop — pop — pop — fop — 
England a Come I England a Come t 

Pop, popy pop! Pop, popy pop! Pop, popy.pop! Popr 

In the fif^ni|[ of which, with a icoroful fneer, they drawl'd our 
the words Pqft, on the French fide, but on the part of the Englifhi 
with cfaeerfulhefs and vivacity; intimating thereby the great diiierence. 
l)6twixt the quickne&pf &ing oa board the £ngli(h (hips, and the 
batteriea on ihoce^. 

But 
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" But to return from thefe dlgrcflions. I have with the other draw- 
ings, fcnt you alfo a plan and perfpcdlive of the ifland (plate IX*). 
The negroc town there, like that at Goree, is wonderfully re- 
gular, but more numerous, and large, containing at leaft twenty- 
levcn hundred fouls. The inhabitants there likewife, being 
many of them of high rank and family, have adorn'd the ifland 
with feveral lofty and gay buildings, both cool and convenient. As 
for the garrifon, or fort St. Louis, it is fo weak and inlignificant, 
that major Mafon, leaft the (hocks of falutes, and the morning and 
evening guns, fhould throw down the walls, was obliged to bring 
down two pieces of cannon to the parade for thofe purposes ; and in- 
deed it can be look'd upon as little better than a place of lodgement 
for the officers, and ftorehoufes for the company. Being but twelve 
miles from the river's mouth, and divided from the fea by a very 
narrow ftripe of fand, of a quarter of a mile's breadtli, upon which 
the moorifh town is built, its foil is alfo fandy, and w^alking difagree- 
able— The parade however maintains i verdure, as alfo a fquare in 
the negroe town towards the north, and are firm. Without the 
town, going to the north end of the ifland, there is alfo firm walk- 
ing, and a verdure, with fome mangrove trees 5 and indeed, at this 
point, there is feemingly a tolerable good foil. I was alfo told by 
captain Hamilton, that a few miles above this, as he went to Poy« 
dore, the landfkips began to pleafe him ; and a little farther he be- 
came raviflied wim a rich and fine foil : — if fo, it is no fmall wonder 
they have not as yet had the ingenuity or forefight to bring^^own in 
lighters,, boats, or floats, as much of that foil as would at leaft im- 
prove to themfelves a tolerable garden j— fince all garden-ftuflf is very 
much wanted. 

And this recalls me to another fcene before I bid adieu to the 
ifland. I mean to dinner, — to a place where many of the officers 
made a public and agreeable mefs. Not that I am .to defcribe the 
fare which thefe gentleaien on the torrid zone were fain, in the fer* 
vice of their country, to put up with y an4 th^t too in a time of 

fcarcity and want ! Nor that I would call upon your humanity, 

by putting you in remembrance of the many wretches in England, 
who will turn up their nofes at the beft in your markets, while 
thefe have been glad to fatisfy the wafte of nature, with fait 
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beef or raifty pork.— — I bring you to this fccnc on another te* 
count. 

On the day of our engagement at Gorec, you may remembef I 
took notice, for a reafon which fhould afterwards appear, that his 
majcfty's (hip the Fougoeux was even the very firft in being in rea- 
dinefs to cad, her anchor being firft a*peek. I had however the 
mortification, a few days afterwards, to hear an officer of the Naflau^ 
at the public watering-place, fpeaking of the adtion at Goree, lay 
that the Naffau was long kept from going down to the enemy, by 
the Fougueux's being dilatory in getting ready to foHow them. I 
knew the gentleman to be modcft, fbber, and a difcreet officer; and 
therefore, thinking there might be fome miflake in the account, t 
was fatisfied at that time to put the gentleman right, by informing 
him that fo far to the contrary, the Fougueux was as ibon, ornear 
as foon, ready as the Prince Edward herfelf > and which if otherwayst. 
might be eafily contradicted. 

I had however on this occafibn, reafons to imagine that they 
were uneafy about fome fpeeches made by the land officers on board 
the tr^fports> who talk'd rather ridiculouily on their behaviour at 
that time, and were willing if poffible to fhift the galling faddle 
from their own backs : for at this public table, another gentleman 
from the NaiTau, whom I fhall not name, forgetting I fancy that 
one who belong'd to that (hip was there, talking pnetty fi-cely on the 
.fame fubje^> endeavoured to make the gentlemen prefent belicve:^ 
that the]^ were not to have gone down, until the fquadron were all . 
in rea^inefs to go down together ; and that the Fougueux (pr in 
other wocds captain Knight) by her (or his) Eackwardnefi. in the 
matter, was the occafion of the Naflau's not gofng t# the relief of 
the Prince Edward foonen Upon this occafion, I could not help- 
taking thq gentleman up ♦ ■ I beg'd to inform him^^ and to in-^ 
£>rm the gentlemen preknt,. that the. Fougueux's ftation waa on.dbe^ 
left of the commodore^ and of confeqqence the fferomofl j^ and'ia. 



* I am well apprized there are Tea officera who,, from their little knowledge .of 
mankind, think it Ufkm their dignity that anj one but themfelves (hould know 
tKtmp of Ais nature, and will immediately a(k, fnut tbt d^^l bas tbi Parfim U sk^ 
nutb fii^biing q). ft>if$ f I will for once anhrer tfiefc fools,— if fiich: fbob there bo^-? 
'Twaa with^an officeriof my own rank I eocounter'.d, . 
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that cafe bow thi NaiTau, who was to lead the van, her going ' 
dowQ or not going down to the enemy, depended on the motions^ 
of the ftemmoft, wHl forever remain a rpyftery. I faki it was a 
truth inconteftibky that captain Knight had his anchor a-pcek long 
before they, or even before the commodore himfelf had his cable 

half in. And as it was the greateft injuftice to injure an innocent' 

charadter, I beg'd the gentleman would find fome other caufc 
for their own delays. I am forry, on captain Sayer's account, it, 
ihould have happened fo 5 but I am well aflur'd nobody will blame 
him. It was well known in the fquadron, from the hiftory of a 
court-martial at Tenerifi^ that he had a very mutinous (hip's crew : 
and every fcaman is very fenfible, that fuch people willy and wilt 
not do to pUrpofe^ in fpite of all command, as the humour takes 
them. Now if this was really tbe caufe of any cpnfufion, or 
delay, why might it not have been declared, without giving blame 
where in reality none was due. The commodore himfelf, who 
was near the Fougueux, will be far from faying fo. ■ And in- 
deed that commander, willing to foften things as much ^s poffible, 
gendy complain'd, if that word may be us*d, on another quarter, 
\.— to wit, the over-hafte of the Prince Edward, when (he faw that 
the NafTau was not ready to bear down with her ; and wi(h'd that 
Ihe had laid bye a little for that purpofe. But on this fcore captain 
Fortefcuc is faid very bravely to have returned Mr. Keppel this an- 
fwer, H>at ij it was to do again^ be would Jar rather bear all their 
combined batteries^ than give tbe commodore* s boat an opportunity of 
ajking why he drew back jrom the enemy — It was his orders to get on 
board and bear away immediately ^^ he did fo-y and apprehended if he 
bad done otherwajs^ be would have rejus'd bis duty to bis country and 
commander. 

Thus far have I been oblig'd to fpeak. 1 had heard an unji»ft 

accufation in two public places, in which the honour of feveral of 
my friends were concerned : and as from thefe famples there are 
grounds to fear reports of the fame kind have been handed about 
elfewbere, I think myfelf both in juftrce and duty bound, in ,a 
public manner alfo, to fay fuch truths as are well known to all the 
fquadron; and am fo £u: call'd up(»i to fpeak thus clearly, be« 
cau& on my return to England, it ha[^)en'd exa<ftly as I fufpcfted : 
amongil the firfl news I heard at a cofiee-houfe, was this fame 
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dirty, mean ftory (far, I am fare, from the knowledge or countenance 
of captain Sayer) propagated amongft the navy gentlemen alt Portf- 
mouth, the Naflau having got to the port two or three days before 

us — ^but of this enough 1 will here put an end to my adventure 

at Senegal. Our departure being fettled for Tuefday morning, I 

was oblig'd to hurry myfclf back to the fquadron. 



CHAP. XII. 

^refor Mughtard, king or fultan of LegbiboU^ breaks with the 

French. ^He contrives the means of their deJiru£iion.^—^Mr. 

Gumming brings an account thereof to Britain.^-^-^Of the beba^ 
viour of major Mafon in the government of &anaga.^--'—And oj 
the confequences, thereof. 

HAVING carried matters thus far with reipeft to ourfclves, I 
will now turn me to another point of view — much has been 
talk'd of governor Mafon j much of Mr, Gumming ; and without 
fomc account of our fituation with the neighbouring powers, and 
of the conduift of the late governor amongft them, my voyage to 
you may fecm wanting. 

You muft know then, that upon the. north fide of the Sanaga, 
over a vaft traft of ground, is the defart of 3ahra j on which, to- 
wards the weft, for almoft an hundred leagues into the country, livd 
thofe arabs fubjedl to Trefor Mughtard, king of Leghibpli ; and to- 
wards the eaft, are fettled the moors of Brackna. — betwixt whofe 
kingdoms the gum forreft unluckily lying, it has become a bone of 
contention, which keeps them perpetually at variance. Mughtard 
. however, not contented with what he endeavours to gain by fair 
conqueft, begins to undermine the Brackna moors, by outwitting 
alfo the Europeans, and which he iirft hoped to have acconiplifh'd 
thro* the French, by thefe means. 

The Englifh Slaving eftablifti'd aiisr6tory ibr th'fe gum trade at 
Portendiquc, a pkoe of good anchorage on the Barbary coaft, about 
forty leagues north of the mouth of Sanaga ; in the latitude eighteen 
degrees five nnnutes north, and a port whither the Leghiboli moors 
bring their trade, Mughtard had it in his power on one hand to do 
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great fcfvice or great diffcrvicc to the Englifli, which the French 
could not help being fcnfiblc of On the other, as thofe moors arc 
the only people who feed and rear up cattle in great flocks, by giv- 
ing or denying them to the French garrifon, it was likewife evident 
they could alfo much eflfedl the happinefs of thofe in fort St. Louis ; 
but in the mean time, keeping a fiiir outfide (hew with the French 
fubjedls, he beg'd the governor on his part would break with his 
enemies the Brackna moors > and that he would in confequence 
thereof deftroy or evacuate the fort at Poydore, and in lieu of 
which to fettle at Portendique ; when he (Mughtard) on his part, 
would of courfe, to the hurt of the Englifh, fell his gum to the 
French faftory only. 

Had this been granted, the Brackna moors who now bring their 
gum to a place called le Coq, near Poydore, having then no fadtory 
amongfl them to take it off their hands, would be much difcourag'd 
in gatherings it, and muft either give it up or run the dangerous 
rifque of coming down the Sanaga, within reach of the enemy's fire 
for many leagues ; which, as it would be folly to attempt, the Le- 
ghiboli moors would in the end become fole mafters of the gum 
trade, and wou*d fell it at very extravagant prices- And 'twas not 
only on this account, but probably alfo not choofing to break with 
England for what would be of fo fmall a confequence to France, 
their governor could not at that time poilibly think of honouring 
their requeft y but which, in the fequel, became the caufe of thejr 
being entirely routed out of Africa. — For the Trefor of Leghiboli, 
fometirtle before this war, having broke with the French, laid the 
foundation of their deftrudion, by communicating their weaknefs 
to Mf. Gumming at Portendique, and who, upon thei late degla^ 
ration of war, laid that important enterprize before the minidry ; 
the fultan, as it is faid, having ptomis'd the afliftancc of feven hundred 
men, together with a tender of his alliance, if fuch a reinforcement 
ihoukl be found ncceflary. 

The Briti^ colours were no fooner hotfted on fort St. Louis; than 
feveral congratudatory meetings enfued, and in which the Leghiboli 
itU)ors vtry early renew'd their ©Id demands— —to demolKh the 
fort at Poydore, and give up all communication with their ene- 
mies the Br^kdM moors, which they expected of us, as the buii* 
uefii if not the duty, of one ally to encourage another. However, 
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as that fort commands a communication to forf St. Jofeph at Galam, 
three hundred leagues above St. Louis, and our chief fa(9:ory near 
the gold country; as it is a market to difpofe of our native manu- 
fadtures, for the toils of a very confiderable and powerful nation ; as 
the retaining the fort, as well as that at Portend ique in our pofTefHon, 
will keep the price of gums at a moderate rate ; and as it is our 
bufinefs to be well with every nation, to offend none, and to build 
more forts rather than to demolifh thofe we have, governor Mafoa 
very wifely kept them off from that point, promiling that if they 
would make him the umpire betwixt the Brackna and Leghiboli 
moors, he would endeavour to gain each of them an honourable 
peace, and befought them rather to live together like brethren. In 
thus waving them fh)m the main point, he however managed it in 
fo prudent and artful a manner, that the Sede Mughtard, uncle to 
the king and regent of Leghiboli, exprefs'd at his departure great fa- 
tisfaftion with m^or Mafon's behaviour. But this is not all : I muft 
tell you of another vifit. The cadge (or dauphin as they fometimes 
ft lie him) of Brack, a very confiderable prince, the fon and heir to 
the gre^t Brack, whofe is all that trad of country from the mouth 
of the Senegal to Poydore, towards the fouth, came fome time after 
the former vifit ; and, as ambaffador from the king his father, pro- 
posed fome ^articles with regard to trade, and chiefly horned cattle. 
This prince alfo was fo well receiv'd, and difmifs'd in fuch good 
humour, that fitting down on the Moorifh fide of the river, at a 
village oppofite to fort St. Louis (fee plate IXl), he with his re- 
tinue gave themfelves wholly to a romantick jollity and mirth,"—— 
drinking, with many other toaffs, thofe in particular of the king of 
England and the governor of Sanaga. In tnis frolic, the brandy the 
major had prefented them with, became too ftrong for their heads, 
who not contented with quaffing their alliance, they mufl: next fhew 
their zeal by falutes ;/ and as they feldom go from home without 
having their pieces loaded, many of them now forgetting to draw 
the bullets, mod unthinkingly fired them into the garrifon, to the 
endangering of fevcral of the foldiers lives. The governor being 
made acquainted therewith, and moft juftly alarm'd by a number of 
rude infidels, difcharging loaded pieces into a fort, ordered one ef 
his cannon to be charg'd with grape (hot, and fir'd amongft them. — 
Upon which, one man being kill'd, ^a fecond wounded) and the 
2 prince 
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prince himfelf narrowly efcaping a ball, which went thro' the lower 
part of his garment, a fecond con/erence cnfued ; in which all mat- 
ters being amicably concluded, both parties being fenfible that nei- 
ther was to blame, the negroes once more took their leave with 
fatisfadtion : but when the account of this affair reach'd the ears of 
his father the king, he exprcffed the greatcft concern for the ridi* 
culous and (hameful behaviour of his people, and received his fon io 
a very abrupt and uncommon manner. It muft, however, be con- 
feft, in the midft of all thefe fair appearances, whether from any 
real diflike to the political delays of governor Mafon, with refped: to 
the petition concerning Poydore on the fide of the Trefor of Leghi- 
boli, or any fccret grudge lurking from this laft miftake, in the 
hdart of the Brack ; altho' both promised to return the governor's ci- 
vilities and prefents, with cattle, provifions, and other conamodities 
much wanted on the iiland, they have not either of them had the 
honour or grace to make good one fyllable of their words. 

From this fource^ together with fonae mifundo-ftandings betwixt 
governor Mafon and Mr. Cummiag in fome points relating to trader 
as well as fome differences betwixt the major and captain Rook ; 
the wellwifhers of each party have reprefentcd things as tlieir fricnd- 
fhips lead them, little to either of their. fatisfadlions 5 and with re- 
gard to the governor's condud on the ifland of Sanaga, not much to 
his honour. 

And while I now talk of thefe things, p^mit me to |p a little 
farther. 1 am but litde known to the major, I had novcr before 
this time fccn him, and hope, as I can have no attach^nt to fay 
thin^ contrary to. truth on either fide, and mwe efpecially as I am 
particularly acquainted with feveral of the friends and wcll-wiftiers 
of bothi — thefe things, I fay, confider'd, my ftating- matters in a 
fair and juft ligbt^ and while I at the fame time carry on ray narra- 
tive with regard to the fituation of the BritiAi on this coaft, pfiy en- 
deavours to relate txtt&ly fome pafiigcs relating to the governor's 
charader, will not I hope be thought impertinent.— For thefe ipat- 
ters, altho^ as a private gentleman they may not concern me,, yet 98 
m hiftorian every thing ihould 

It has been faid by the major's enemies, that the princefs Pinedca 
{daughter to the liate, and niece to the preient king of Brack, — a 
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lady who has a fort of palace on this iflind, attended by many 
Slaves, and in whofe intereft all the inhabitants of the ifland 
profefs themfdves) had been grofsly abufcd, and without the Icaft 
provocation, by major Mafon, in the charaftcr of governor, there* 

by alienating from our iotereft thofe we ought to cherifh. The 

truth is, this princefs having a negroe flave extreamly handy about a 
kitchen, and who ufed to be an affiftant to the Sicur Brue, the 
late French goyernor, in that capacity ; was 'hired alfo by the major 
at the rate of nine livres per month. A coniidcrable time afterwards 
(I think in the month of December 1758) the major taking notice 
of the ufefuinefs of this fellow, fpokc much in his praife 5 and un- 
thinkingly, in a common convcrfation, talk'd of having the fellow 
more about him, without being particular enough in that point, 
which gave fome talkative bufy fool an opportunity of being trouble^ 

fomc. For the princds, naturally high fpirited, haughty, and 

hafty, hearing the major's fpcech a little mangled from its real 
meaning, and thereby imagining he meant to deprive her of the 
right of her flave, with an air of fuperiority order'd her flave to 
her palace. The governor on his part, hearing of her behaviour in 
«n aggravated manner likiwife, was in his temper as hafty, and in 
his turn ofiended. He would immediately have difcharged the 
negroe from his fervice, but that he had before bad no. interview 
with the princefs on his account, and the perfon from whom he 
hired him, as agent to the lady, was not then on the ifland. He 
met her highnefs, however, by chance drinking tea with major 
Maul's lady, when her behaviour clashing with bis paflion, he for- 
got himfelf fo far as to ufc her with more harfhnefs than flic cx- 
pe<5ted ; more perhaps tlian a woman of her pride could bear with^ 
out refentmcnt. 

It is true this affair made a very fenfible imprefl)on on many of ^e 
negroe inhabitants, who came in a body to condole with her on the 
occafion : and altho' the major, when he grew calmei*, might be 
forry he had carried the matter fo far, on account of her fex mors 
than her royalty j yet as flie had, in the chara£ter of M. St. Jetn'^ 
wife, then governor of Goree, behav'd herielf iu a moft indifcreet 
manner all along, he thought bimielf warranted in what he did ; 
and, to put it out of her power tq be the occafion of any %tfaer 
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difturbance, he ordered her forthwith to leave the ifland. — But thro' 
the interceffion of Mr. Charles, of whom before I made mention, 
the order was recall'd, and the princefs brought to confcfs her fault 
and to beg his pardon. And here I muft take notice, that in what- 
ever manner ill natur'd people may reprefent this incident, the prin- 
cefs could in no ways have expedled, but from her fex only, to haver 
been treated from the very beginning in the polite manner (he had 
been, the above private mifunderflanding excepted. I have already taken 
notice, that (he was wife of M. St Jean, governor at Gorec — At that 
very inftant (he held a conftant correfpondence with him ; buoy*d 
up the fpirit of her dependents, in hopes her hufband (or rather her 
gallant) would be able to defend the ifland againft the Engli(h, and 
that in a (hort time the French, with double force, would return to 
their pofleflions again — By which, even the negroes on the conti- 
nent were greatly deter'd from ferving the governor and his people ; 
and kept the markets fo poorly, that, at the time of our being there, 
they themfclvcs, as well as the Englifb, were brought to fo low an 
ebb, that one of their ladies, as I mentioned when at Goree, had left 
the ifland for want of bread. 

But to this incident, trifling in its nature, I mufl: add another more 
melancholy in its eflfedls! On the twenty-fourth of July 1758, a 
frefli recruit of troops being fent from England, coming over thofc 
bars already defcrib'd, one of the boats was caft away -, but, being 
on the fouth channel, fome of the foldiers getting to the (bore, fav'd 
both their arms and other accoutrements from the wreck, which 
-they had fome hopes of carrying with them to the ifland, whea 
the approach of feveral negroes daunting their refolution* they threw 
down their arms and took to their heels. An account of which be- 
ing brought to the governor, he fent mefllengers to the adjacent 
towns, demanding nine iland of arms, the property of his mafter the 
king of Great Britain, which was left as on the proceeding day upon 
their beech, being thrown down by ignorant fctdicrs newly having 
cfcap'd a (hipwreck, and frightened at the approach of a body of 
negroes, (of which they themfelvcs muft be fcnfible) could not be 
held as a wreck, unlefs they encouraged pi^^ing men unjuftly and 
without caufe to the rout, that they rn/ght fcizc upon their cflfcdls, 
he beg'd they would return them, witibout giving him the trouble 
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of ufing military force. In the mean time the major, to fecure the 
reft of the troops in difembarking from a like misfortune, order'd a 
party of fifty marines down the river, under the command of cap- 
tain Rook, with orders to encamp on the. beech, having an arm'd 
Hoop riding at anchor on the right, and the wreck of another lying 
high on the (hore on their left, which would ferve them as redoubts, 
in cafe of need ; but to be careful of ufing force, unlefs oblig'd to it. 
Thefc troops however landing in the evening, inftead of encamp- 
ing prudently upon the fea-(hore, as direded, they continued their 
march towards a negroe town, at a confiderable diftance from the 
fea, and there encamp'd : when the negroes being alarm'd at having 
a body of foldiers fo near, march'd againft them in the night, and 
at eleven o'clock, while our men were afleep, and their arms in the 
bell-tents, they ftorm'd the camp and put feveral to the fword. 
Recovering themfelves a little, they did what they could to fell their 
lives at the deareft rate; and making a great havock amongft the 
enemy, with the lofs of lieutenant Wilkinfon and twenty private 
men, captain Rook and lieutenant Cooper brought the other thirty 
from the flaughter, and got them fafely on board the boats : but 
Captain Rook, not contented with what he himfelf had fuiFer'd, or 
with what he had done to the enemy, jump'd afliorc with his 
mufket and fix'd bayonet in his hand, when having kill'd three or 
four of their chiefs^ exafperated the negroes, and receiving fevecal 
wounds himfelf, he was at laft obliged to throw himfelf into the fea; 
when the enemy purfuing him with hand-darts, fpears, and aflagaysj 
faint with fetigue and lofs of blood, he was unable to fupport hina- 
felf longer, and, finking down in the water, was carried away with 
the ftreamj while at the fame time lieutenant Cooper, ftepping 
from the boat to the affiftancc of his captain, received a very dan- 
gerous wound in the thigh, with which he lingered for fome months, 
and then expir'd ! 

To this rencounter, may the ill-defigning impute great part of the 
fhynefs which at that time reign'd betwixt the negroe villages adja- 
cent, and our garrilbn on Sanaga. I will grant it may. But I have 
the pleafurc of anfw^ring in my turn, that notwithftanding thofe 
unfortunate and unforeleca mifundcrftandings, when the governor 
on that occafion fent to Bourba Jalofic, king of Domell, that prince 
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declared with great grief he was entirely ignorant of thofe misfor- 
tunes, and was with difficulty prevail'd upon to fave the necks of fomc 
of his principal officers who began the ftorm. I will declare far- 
ther, that, to my perfonal knowledge, the princefs Pinetica, who of 
all others had the lead reafon to love the major j yet, when talk- 
ing to her on this fubje£t, fhe declared it gave her no fort of plea- 
fure, that that gentleman had loft his command : — and even with 
refpe<3: to the generality of the ifland, I was well affur'd it gave 
them no fmall uneafinefs when they were told that a new governor 
was appointed. I might here alfo mention, the fatisfadlion which 
the honourable Auguftus Keppel received upon his enquiring into 
the major's conduft, and how foon he became fenfible of the great 
ufe that gentleman had been of in this infant fettlement. But to 
detain you as little as poffible, permit me to fum up this fedion of 
my epiftle, by repeating a private fpeech of a very honeft man^ in 
the major's favour. — I mean the prefent governor Worge ; in whofe 
goodnefs I hope for forgivenefs, in thus publifliing what his modefty 
might wifli to be corxealed. 

" T Have been told ftrange ftories (faid he) of major Mafon, and 
" •*" have partly been forced to believe them ; but I very early bc- 
" gin to form fome idea of the fatigue thro' which he has ftruggled, 
^* and am not a little furpriz'd to think he has been able to condudl 
** himfelf to the fatisfaftion of almcft.any, or near fo well as he 
" has. It has been reprefented to me as a grievance that the major, 
** by giving too many prefents, has thereby render'd the negroes 

** faucy, and hurted trade. As for my own part, inftead of find- 

** ing fault with that, I fhall endeavour to out-do him in his gene- 
" rofity. I have laid out a confiderable fum in fuch trafficks as I 
*« am told will fuit the country; and, if it is in my power, they 
^« {hall aik nbthing I (hall not with an equal pleafurc give. I am 
" fent here to confult what may be for the good of my country and 
^••of this garrifon, and (hall not fufFer myftlf to think of what 
" may be to my own private gain, or the profits of individuals, while 
« any thing can be done for Britain. I will grant you, that fuch 
** a behaviour may make the negroes faucy, and not a little afFe<ft 
" private trade j but all that, if we fhall at the conclufion of the 
** war retain this conqueft in our poffcffion, may be eafity remedy'd -, 
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** while, on the contrary, fliould this acquifition be reftor'd to the 
^ enemy, our generofity will prove a thorn in the fide of the French 
** merchants, not to be pluck'd out foi* an age/' 



CHAP. XIII. 

ji defcription of the rivers Sanagdy Falemey Golden River ^ and Ghia^ 
non — Of the forts built upon them — Of the richnejs of the mines at 
Bambuck and Tombuto^ &c. — Schemes laid do^vnfor the better cul^ 
tivating tbeje acquiftions — Reafons of importance why they muji not 
be returned to the enemy — An enquiry into the nature of the confe^ 
quences betwixt a company and a free trade — With feme propofals 
in favour of the latter, 

THUS far have I, either from my perfonal knowledge or from 
the beft authorities, made you acquainted with our African 
conquefts, and on what terms we are with the natives, Gfr. I muft 
not, however, leave the coaft 'till I endeavour to give you fome idea 
of the great value of this eafy purchafe, and of the great neceflity 
there is of keeping it in our own poffeflion. For which purpofe it 19 
proper I begin with a defcription of the river itfelf- 

I have already taken notice, that the Sanaga runs parallel to the 
fea-fhoce as izx as fort St. Louis, being feparated from it by a ftripe 
of fand only ; fo loofe, that walking upon it is troublefome ; and fo 
low, that the furf of the fea is conftantly obferv'd over it, while a 
jftronger fea-breezc than ufual makes an appearance as if the ocean 
would at once force itfelf over the fands, and lay the ifland under 
water. In this courfe, which is almoft due north, it is navigable 
with fmall veffels as far as the ifland of Serimpala, which is about 
twenty-five leagues 5 the neck of the peninfula, or rather the bottqm 
of the narrow flip of fand, being not broader at this part than three 
or four miles* Here the river takes a fudden turn from the north, 
and in a courfe almoft due eaft, you arc carried feveral hundred 
leagues into the heart of the country. Upon the left, going up 
from Serimpala^ or as others call it Serinpeta, is that defert £imous 
2 for 
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for its being the mart of the Arabian gums 5 and after a fcrpcntinc 
courfe of three hundred leagues, you arrive at fort St. Jofeph in 
Galam, which is on the right-hand or fouth fide of the river. 

A few leagues below this fort, the Sanaga is joined by another 
river from the fouth, called the Faleme ; which, as it is of confe- 
quence, I muft not leave St. Jofeph without taking notice of it.— . 
About twelve leagues from the mouth of this river, upon the left, 
that is to the eaft, is the new gold mine of Naye j a few miles above 
this the French have built a fmall fort called St. Pierre, on the right 
fide of the river, a little below the fall of Kaynura : about twelve 
leagues above this fall are the mines of Tomana Niakanel, near to 
Dallemulet, on the left, and fome miles from the river fide, in the 
kingdom of Kontu ; and from thence about twenty-five leagues far- 
ther, in the kingdom of Kombre Gudu, as defcribed by M. Com- 
pagnon, you are furrounded with mines on all hands. 

But I have not yet done with this river j I mufl: beg leave to return 
as far as fort St. Peter, where a little below that, and on the eaft fide 
of the river, it is joined by a fair fifter, called the Sanon Kolez, or 
Golden River ; which runs in a ferpentine manner, taking its rife 
from the mountains around the Golden Country of Tambaawra, 
about forty leagues to the fouth-eaft of St. Pierre. 

We fhall now for a little return to Sanaga, which, about four 
leagues above fort St. Jofeph, and on the fame fide, is join'd by a 
river called Ghianon ; on which, by a courfe S. E. b S. you are 
brought to its fource, within a few leagues of Tambaawra, and in 
the country of the Mandingos. This great tradl of land betwixt 
Ghianon Kolez on the wefl:, the kingdom of Kombre Guda on Fa- 
leme Kolez on the eafl:, bounded by the kingdom of Makanaa on 
the fouth, and by the Sanaga on the north, is called the Gold 
Country. 

M. Compagnon, who was through all this traA feveral times in 
the year 17 16, and who was fo well acquainted with it as to have 
compleated a map thereof^ fays that it produces gold in fuch abun- 
dance, that the negroes, who have no notion of fceking for the prin- 
cipal 
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cipal fhaft of a mine, nor have any rules to diredt them to placet 
which yield metals from thofe which do not, are content to Ibrapc 
the loofe fuperficies of the earth, which they wa(h in a bowl, and, 
by draining off the muddy water, prefcrve the gold at the bottom ,• 
often fo very pure, that, containing no mixture of any other mctal^ 
it is perfedly fit for ufe, without the trouble of either pounding or 
melting; and In this manner they find enough to furnifh them 
with all thofe neceflaries of life which they" have at prefent any idea 
of. 

But to continue our navigation on the Sanaga : from fort St. Jo- 
feph, to the town of Kaygnu, on* the fouth fide of the river, is about 
twenty leagues. — Here too is the firft fall, call'd Felu. — About ten 
leagues farther is the fecond rock, call'd the fall of Govina ; the 
former of which falls from a heighth of thirty fathoms, the other 
confiderably more. Farther than this fecond fall, the French have 
made but few difcoveries. The navigation is there much interrupted, 
and we have but poor accounts at what diftance theNiger, from Govina, 
forms the two rivers Gambra or Gambia and Sanaga. On this river 
however, which we (hall now call the Niger, there is in the king- 
dom of Gago, and upon the right-hand, an inland town call'd by 
fomc Tombuktu, by others Tombuto : and fo rich in mines of gold, 
that caravans from Egypt, Tunis, Oran, Fez, Morocco, and Hoden, 
arc yearly employed in carrying of gold, in return for fait and fomc 
few other neceflaries. — ^We are alfo much in the dark with regard 
to the longitude of this city. The Mandingo merchants, who are 
the greatefl: travellers in the lower parts of the river, call it fixty 
days journey, or about four hundred and fifty leagues from the rocks 
of Felu to Tombuto ; and thofe merchants again who bring the gold 
and flaves from thence to the Gambra, and who in their way always 
touch at Kaygnu, call it a journey of thirty-two d?ys only, which, 
at ten leagues a day, make but three hundred and twenty leagues to 
Kaygnu. 

The French company, fenfible of the great value of being ac- 
quainted with theTombutons, have done much to get a clear know- 
ledge of the navigation to this place, being averfc to undertake it by 
land ; but the barbarity (as they give out) of the people, the cndea« 
vours of the Mandingo traders to difcourage ftrangers from attemj>t- 
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iflg what would hurt thcmfclvcs, and the want of proper light fwim* 
tning veflels to get over (hoals and grafly pafTages, have been infur- 
mountat^le difficulties. It may, however, I am of opinion, be brought * 
about ; and my reafons for fo thinking are obvious. French writers, 
in the firft place, feem all of them agreed to give the world great 
ideas of their riches, and of their important fettlements ; and at the 
fame time give fuch pompous accounts of their natural (Irength, and 
of the vaft difcouragements they have laboured under to attain them, that 
enemies or ftrtngers would thereby be led to imagine it a work of 
too great labour, to force a (hare of their trade : but when the latter 
has been attempted, their natural Arength became trifling, and the 
difficulties vanifhed ; while it will be well for us, if we find they 
have not alfo been Frenchmen, in their accounts of the former. 
Farther ; the French adventurers often tell us, that in their endea- 
vours to get towards Tombuto, their negroe guides, after having 
carry'd them certain lengths, refufe to go farther becaufe they then 
enter into an enemy's country ; the confequence of which is, the 
French themfelves, who although they have gone great lengths in 
fome things by frequent efforts, yet from their natural volatile and 
inconftant difpofitions, they became at length tir'd of fuch arduous 
enterprizes, and fancying to themfelves that their guides defert them 
left they ihould learn too much of their country, return with 
them, left they fhould not be able to find their way back again— 
while at the fame time 'tis more probable thefe pilots, not having the 
fame lucrative views to fweeten their toil, are not to be led fo far 
from home, for the ftarv'd prefents they ufually made them. Again, 
I think the knowledge of Tombuto may be attained, becaufe by all 
accounts the natives have never fhewn any averfion to Europeans 
fettling amongft them, but rather have encouraged them ; for that 
they were afraid of the French taking the trade from themfelvek, lay 

greatly in their own fears they are not in the leaft alarm'd 

about it ; and they very well know, that it is not in our power to 
take away their gold, without giving them an equivalent Nor, if 
properly manag'u, would they have any averfion to our fettling 
amongft them in the city of Tombuto itfelf : they muft foon be 
perfuaded of what confequence it muft be, even to themfelves, to 
have thofe European things they ufe at hand, and to have it in their 
power to call for them when they need^ without being at the 
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trouble of carrying their merchandize for feveral hundred leagues to 
the fettlemcnts of the Englifh, on the river Gambra or Gambia^ 
And this leads me to another rcafon, why ] think the knowledge of 
Tombuto to us would not be fo difficult to obtain, as to the French. 
We have all along been able to aiFord greater prices, and greater 
encouragements than the French 3 infomuch that the traders from 
Tombuto, coming down yearly with fkves, &c. are oblig'd to halt 
z night at Kaygnu, a large town on the river Sanaga, below the falls 
of Felu, and within twenty-five leagues of fort St. Jofeph at Ga- 
lame \ and yet from thence they ftrike acrofs the country to the 
Englilh fadlories on the Gambia, without fo much as offering their 
cffcdts to the French market. — So that altho' the French, in their 
endeavours to hurt our company in this trade, has met with many 
obftruftions, becaufe they were forc*a to take indired methods, we 
have no fuch difficulties ftemingly to. engage 5 the traders fronv 
Tombuto are our friends, and we need no mandingo, nor diftant 
negroe guides, fince themielves may be brought to protect us.. 
Amongft thefe arguments, this other may claim a place of no fmall 
force. The French have for many years, at a vail expence and in* 
duflry, endeavoured to polifh and civilize the natives; they have 
been wondeifiilly fuccefsful; and having at la^ almofl conquered alt 
the difficulties, a Britifh colony who could begin refolutely at firft», 
without feeling the expence it might cod them for a little, would 
have 'ere long their pleafurcs in maturity. 

Having thvs far (hewn you the value of this country, and mjr 
reafons why I think it is pradicable to become better acquainted 
with it, than the French have as yet been ; I will next, as far as I 
have been able to comprehend the fubjedt, point out to you what I 
think would be the propereft fchemes of operation.. 

My firfl dcfign is upon Tombuto. To accomplifh which, I 
would apply to the king of Galame, his farims or chief men, and* 
marabuts 5 and by the prevailing cuftom of prefents, to fuffer me to 
build a fort on the ifland of Kaygnu (near the falls of Felu), or om 
the main land near to the tdwn of that name. — After that the king 
of Kaffon muft be won by the fame method, to befriend ua^ 
in permitting a fecond fort to be eredted at or near the falls of Go- 
▼ina,, — from which I would la like manner afccnd to other places,.. 
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^till my point were gained, or that I found it impradicablc to go 
iarther. The only people that I would have any fears of obftruftioii 
from) are the Mandingo merchants. For as an acquaintance with 
Tombuto might, and would naturally make the gold of Bambuck 
of lefs value, 'tis likely they might ufe their intereft with the 
king of Galam, to hinder our proceeding farther upon the river than 

fort St. Jofeph at Dramanet thefe people, tnerefore, muft be 

gain'd : they are an independant fort of nation, and on that account 
are not to be won by giving prefents to one man, fo much as by a 
fair and open converfation with fome of their principal leaders. A 
meeting of this kind agreed upon, I would reprefcnt to them the 
little that is to be fear'd from our knowledge with Tombuto -, that 
we cannot poffibly buy more gold than that people will work ; that 
quantity we would purchafe whether we build forts or not, becaufe 
the inhabitants of Tombuto will conftantly carry it to the fettlement* 
on the Gambia : fo that it will be in reality an inriching of them, 
iince drawing the merchandize to this river will of courfe hurt the 
trade on the fouth. — Bcfides that, the forts may be reprefented as a 
great benefit, a great eafe, and faving to themfelves : iince our de^ 
iigns would not be to take the trade from them,, fo much 
as to eafe them of part of their fatigue, in bringing traffic 
from St. Louis by the convenience of water-carriage in our flat- 
bottomed boats, which muft be far fuperior to their canoes or 
camels, and by whkh they may have a more conftant fupply, at 
an eaficr rate, in greater quantities, greater varieties, and brought 
within twenty or thirty leagues of their own country. In all 
whfch, confidering the natural inaftivlty and lazinefs of the peo- 
ple ; that they feldom work, and feldomer bring their gold tq, mar- 
ket but when drove to it 5 confidering how little fupports their dig- 
nity as weU as neceffity, and that we can eafily, without any real 
detriment to either, ferve both ; I think it unlikely, they would 
make any great endeavour againft our building as many forts upon 
the rivers as we fliould think proper, And^ in this my own opinion 
is, that the princes bn whofe grounds we might choofe to fettle, would 
rather give us their affiftance than be any hinderance, from the felf- 
i(h reprefentations.of the Mandingos. 

It may be objedted by fome, that it is not probable the natives of 
fo extenfive a country, and of kingdoms fo indepehdaht, will fuffer 
us ta build forts and garrifons on their grounds, to the diminifhing 
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of their private properties, as well as the leflening of their princd 

authority. To which I will beg leave to afk j Would it be of any 

/ervice to us to abufe the trading people of Norway, by turning 
them from our ports ; while, for our advantage as well as their 
gain, their veflcis are loaded with fuch merchandize as we are daily 
in want of? Much lefs were it to the advantage of the natives of 
Africa, to refufe us paflages to their cities, or even fettlements a-p 
mongft them, lince, by uncertain vifits, they cannot be well ferv'd ; 
whereas by fix'd forts, and open warehoufes, they can have at 
all times thofe conveniencies which Europe produces. For as to 
their fears of our encroaching on their authorities, 'tis all a farce 
——Of what ufe, may I afk, would the verjTftrongeft fortification 
be, upon the river Sanaga ; of what ufe all the cannon of England,, 
if the kings around us were to deny us provifions ? Our forts are no 
more than places of rende;5vous, and ftrong warehoufes, to guard 
our wealth againft the lawlefs, a people from whom no nation is 
free, and our. lives againfl the wild creatures of the woods ; and we 
ihall find ourfclves grievoufly difappointed, if we prefume to 
give the natives any real abufe becaufe we are furrounded with 
cannon. 

Another objection fome people may have to fchemes of this na*- 
ture, is from the great expence that muft attend them. But this I 
fancy mufl have little weight with a trading people, who feld)om 
expert a return of trade without laying out a fum of money. The 
French have been greatly to blame in this point. — ^Many fchemes 
have been proposed by the governors of ft)rts and travellers in this 
country 5 to the French India company, for the better cultivation of 
trade ^ but from the difiSiculty and the drudgery of bringing in a^ 
people, many of whom had never feen a white petfon before the 
year 1744 ; and from the expence it coft them before their returns 
could be made, their volatile and inconftant difpofitions gettmg the 
better of their refolution, they loft heart, and at laft began to manage 
matters in a parfimonbus andconfin'd manner. 

Every one in trade muft be fenfible how far a curious fhew-glafs 
tt a window, induces a pafienger to ftep into the ihop ; how far 
irarieties gain upon our fancy, to purchafe what we often have little 
occafion for ; and how few things are bought by people in the 
country during the fummer^ in comparifon of what they take thro*' 
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the winter, when the (hops in town are open and at hand. To 
carry this obfervation to Africa 3 although, in my own private opi- 
nion, there may be an unfairnefs in endeavouring to debauch a hardy 
people with effeminacy, yet, as a member of a trading nation, I 
cannot help reprefenting that whereas the Mandingo traders never 
carry into their countries but one and the fame fort of commodities, 
the greater number of forts or fettlements we have in the country, will 
introduce a new and greater variety of convcniencies : by fometimcs 
giving their princes and great men prefents of various forts of rai- 
ment, we (hould introduce amongft the whole an extravagance in 
this article, and fo of others. Great quantities, and (hewy choices 
of European fineries, be they ever fo tawdry, would learn them 
gaiety ; and to fupport which, we would not force them upon any 
unlawful methods, fince digging and wafliing the oftner would do 
the bufinefs.— — Here my own views would reft : I would not feek 
to be rich too foon, left I ftiould lofe all : I would fpare, if poflibie, 
the lives of my countrymen, who muft die under the fatigue of 
labour, in the infufferable heats of the gold countries ; and allow^ 
ing a profit to the Mandingo traders, for their drudgeries in the 
working and carriage, I would lay myfelf out by all methods to cul*-^ 
tivate a peaceable and generous character ; to gain a good underftand- 
ing with the negroes, their farims and princes ; and if in all which 
it were poftible to introduce a perfon fkill'd in mines amongft them,, 
with a view only to inftrudt them in the art, I (hould not doubt 
of finding my account in the end. For ftiould the Sanaga be 
found really impaflable with boats to any diftance above Govina,. or 
fhould the political views of neighbouring powers ftop any farther 
acquaintance with the Tombutans than by our receiving their trade at 
Kay gnu, our labour would not be loft. We ftiall have thereby 
made ourfelves acquainted with the nations upon the Sanaga ; and 
byourforts,^ become the more formidable, and fecure on the gold ^ 
country near Galame. 

But there are people who can never be contented with part; they/ 
muft have all or none, and would not choofe to be near the mines, if 
^^y could not alfo work them. I believe that is alfo to be. done. ■■ - 
But we muft, for that end, have a more formidable appearance 
ilill ; and that too, muft be gained without creating fafpicion^ For 
which purpofe, my next fcheme would, be an amendment of the 
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ficur Brue*s, who, bcfides forts on the fliorc, propofed a float- 
ing faftory, which could be tranfported upon the river at pkafure. 
Now together with this, to protedl our people as a caflle in the 
building of forts on the Sanaga,and afterwards to be ufed as a moveable 
faftory, where the fix'd ones may be diflant, I would, upon the 
river Falame, above the falls at Kaynura, and near to the protedtion 
of the fort of St. Peter, build a flat floating veflel, fitted to contain a 
director, with miners and foldiers to row upon occafion, as well as 
to fupport the company; which I would alfo have made arrow 
proof, and ftrcngthened, over and above the foldiers firelocks, with 
mufketoons, blunderbufles, and a couple of fhort light brafs cannon 
or fwivels. 

This veflfel I wpuld at firft ufe as a fa<9:ory only, referving the 
main purpofe 'till opportunity (hould ferve; and for that end, 
carrying her twenty leagues above Kaynura, I would there moor her, 
and open a market. — My reafon for this, is becaufe of a gold mina 
being there, according to the account of M. Compagnon, in the lands 
of Tomana Niakanel, rich and pure in the metal, and not difficult to 
work ; which ihe negroes fi-om fome fuperftitious notions having left 
oflF working it, may be eafily purchafed. — At firft, it were prudent 
to overlook or make light of the mines at Tomana Niakanel, and the 
accidents which, by poifon, from the ignorance of the workers, have 
happened there, will be a good pretext for making light of it : 
befides, as the mines at Naye, Dallemulet, Salabati, Segalla, Sifcella, 
and others, which are around us on that river, and within ten, fifteen, 
and twenty leagues, will be fufficient for our trade at firft without the 
fatigue of working 5 and we muft feem defirous of a piece of ground 
for nothing fo much as to build a fadtory on fliore, to take from us 
the inconvcniencies of a vefleL If they are to be caught in this trap, 
and fell us the mines of Tomana Niakanel, or if they will even per- 
mit us to build a fort near thofe mines, our toils will be amply re- 
warded. — If they once are prevailed upon to give us one fettlement 
on the borders of their mines, we need not fear that they would 
deny us a fccond. Now as the negroes find their gold by waftiing 
the fand along the rivers and in the vallies only, there is a proba- 
bility that there is no real fhaft or vein of gold either at Nettiko, 
Tambaawra, or any other of the working places ; and that the duft 
found by them in digging to the depth of eight, nine, or ten feet, 
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is only what is wafh*d from the real (hafts in the adjacent mountains, 
by the great f^lls of rain they fometimes have, and of which the 
natives have not the leaft idea : fo that being once fettl'd in thofc 
places, there is no probability of their refufing us a fettlement upon 
thcfe hills, wherever we may find it will fuit us beft. 

And now having fettled fo far upon the Falame, having by our 
good behaviour convinced the natives there is nothing to be fear'd 
from us, having made them a little more familiar with Europeans,, 
and fcnfible of the value we may be amongft them, having con- 
vinc'd them that we can furnifh them with finer aflTortments of traf- 
fick, and much cheaper than the French formerly did, and of which 
even the traders from Tombuto are already fenfible, we may venture 

a ftep farther.— My next fcheme, would be a perfonal acquaintance 

with the mines of Bambuck and Tambaawra. To accomplifti which, 
during the time of our fettling and getting acquainted upon the Fa- 
leme, as it is more than poflible fome of the Bambuktans may have 
made excurfions fo far (twenty-five leagues), and probably fome of 
their princes, we may introduce our dcfires of paying a vifit to their 
abodes, which, confidering we (hall have got fo near the gold mines> 
of Kombre Gudu, will plcafe their vanity in not being negledled : 
befides, their jealoufy that our improvements on the Falame may 
render their gold of lefs value, and that by a few vifits amongft our 
traders on the Falame, they muft be early fenfible how much cheaper 
they may purchafe goods from us, than from their own countrymen^ 
the Mandingo*s, it is more probable they would invite us amongft 
them than be a hinderance. However, if this (hould not prove 
the cafe, at a convenient time I would fend to Bambuck an am- 
bafllador properly guarded, to beg permiffiojo to come and pay my . 
rcfpedts to their lords, and to oflFer them prefents. This done, in- 
ftead of fending up a fingle adventurer, as the French did an inge- 
nious but ill rewarded Compagnon ; I would think it proper for us 
to fend up a whole company, in a well guarded a«d fortified Cara- 
van, loaded with goods to fell as well as prefents to their chiefs. 
After this fort of vifit is twice or thrice repeated, the managing of 
matters then will lay much in the circumfl:ances of whether the na- 
tives fhall feem moft afraid of us or we of them : and from thence 
prudence muft greatly direft whether to fet down immediately and 
entrench ourfelves, to open our ftores only, and endeavour to gain: 
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their fricndfhips at firft rather than their gold 5 or whether there 
might not be a poflibility of gaining over the lords of both places^ 
to allow us to open one place of work amongfl them, with the view 
of learning them the art of mining, fmelting, and refining. If they 
allow us one place, fuch as we may choofe, and on which they 
in all probability may fct little ftore, we may need no more ; for 
the confequences will be daily increafing amongft the natives. 
They muft of courfe grow more polifh'd, and of courfe need more 
traffick, and in greater varieties -, learning at the fame time conveni- 
encies diey knew not of before, their ideas muft expand, their wants 
muft grow upon theai ; and which muft ftill the more increalc, 
when they find that by copying the Englifh (and they have ingenuity 
to do any thing) they can alfo find gold in greater quantities. This 
art would thus immediately fpread over all the country *, each king 
or lord would endeavour to vie with his neighbour ; and that they 
might become the eafier and better inftrudted in the art, we would 
of courfe become carefs'd amongft them. Gold mines would be 
opcn*d, and the veins themfelves wrought all over the country ; gold 
itfelf becoming more plentiful, would become more cheap ; and the 
iieurCompagnon aflfur'd the French company, that ten men in Bam- 
buck, from the nature of the earth and rocks, would do more than 

a hundred in the richeft mines of Peru or Brafil. The foil here 

is a fat clay, and according to M. Compagnon (who I think of 
all the French writers is moft to be depended upon in the defcrip* 
tions of this country) is mix'd with earth of various colours, fuch as 
white, blue, purple, green, yellow, &c. and every where fpangVd 
with gold. But befides gold, there are here alfo filver, tin, lead, 
copper, and iron, fo good and plentiful, that bar-iron does not pafs 
for money a great way above the defert. Salt-petre may be alfo fent 
from this part of the. world, at a little expence. Marble is like wife 
found throughout all Galam, with cryftal and other colour'd tran- 
iparent ftones ; as alfo woods for dying, fcenting, and inlaying. 
But the conqueft of this country, is of ftill a farther benefit to 

Britain. We have on the Gambra, endeavour'd fevcral times to 

ruin the French trade on the Sanaga, by raifing the price of (laves, 
&c. which, while it no doubt hurt them, did us no manner of real 
fervice. The French again, to repay the compliment, began by 
ftratag^m ; and of fucb nature as would have prov'd, in all likeli- 
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Iiood^ a very home ftrokc to the Britifh company in Africa, if they 
had been poflefs'd of the Sanaga but a few years longer. They have 
had it in view for fome time paft, gradually to become of im- 
portance upon the Sanaga ; and by gaining thereby the confidence 
of the neighbouring princes, and building forts above the falls of 
Cfovina, but efpecially at Kaygnu^ at v^hich the merchants of Bam- 
barakana, as well as Tombuto, touch in their way to the Englifh 
fettlements on the Gambra^ to cut the Englifh entirely out of that 
trade. Now as it is near two hundred leagues from thence (Kaygnu) 
te our fettlements on the fouthern Branch, and two hundred more 
in returning, their expe<ftations were not unreafonable ; fince thofe 
merchants, naturally lazy, from the exccflive heat of the climate, 
and having already travelled fo far, were not fo greatly tied to the 
Engliih, but would gladly have parted with their merchandizes at 
a lefs price, to have been eafed of fuch a vaft journey, as well as 
the rifque and expence ; and M, Compagnon, beiides the ivory 
and gold, calculates no lefs than two thoufand of the befl flaves 
(ftrong, gentle, faithful, and tradtable) come yearly from this 
trade. So that on thefe accounts, befides that it is now in our 
pov^rer by degrees to reduce the prices of thofe trafficks we heightened 
in opposition to the French, it will prove a heavy article, if, in ac- 
commodating a peace, we fhould be oblig'd to give up our acqui- 
sitions upon the coaft of Africa. 

Another fcheme, for the benefit of our fettlements, I muft here 
alfo adjoin, before I take my leave of the torrid zone. When trade 
gets into the hands of a company, it is always carried on with fpirit 
an the beginning ; but when the firft expence is cleared, they grow 
lefs fanguine in their views, and content if they get an uniform re- 
turn, feldom carry improvements fo far as they might. The 

management of a compaiiy would never have peopled a tra<5t 
of ground like America ; and if ever trade is carried on as it ought 
on this river, it will be when we become numerous. For which 
purpofe, all capital criminals (murderers excepted) might by the 
king's clemency be fent to work in the mines for life ; male convidls, 
inftead of America, might be fent as fervants to Africa; and by in- 
troducing our religion with our language, and dobg every thing pof- 
(ible to encourage a regular marriage betwixt oyr fervants and the na- 
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tives, a few generations would fpread along the rivers very jtepulotrs 
fcttlements of European defcendents. A free and open trade, for thefe 
reafons, is to be preferred : but, altho' under this trade improve- 
ments flourifti in time, yet as it meets with vaft oppofitions and 
difcouragements in its infancy, the government muft lend a ftrong 
hand in eftablifhing and encouraging it : and we will find in the 
articles of building of forts and garrifoning them, a body of men no 
lefs than two thoufand wilj be neceflary, * 

But the greateft difcouragement that a fi-ee trade would meet 
with in the beginning, is the dangers, the difficulties, and great 
troubles there are in carrying the merchandizes over the bars in 
the river's mouth : and which is a thing can never be amended 
in itfelf, fince while the river comes down from the defert in a 
fouth courfe, and keeping its current clofc upon the main fliore to^ 
wards Cape Verde, the wafli of the ocean at the fame time from 
the weft, at the river's mouth, is continually throwing up thofe banka 
of fand, as already defcrib'd. — I therefore leave it to the confidera- 
tion of thofe more fkill'd in thefe matters, whether or not that neck 
of land, towards the defert, twenty-five leagues td the liorth of the 
Barbary point, or to the fouth of Portendic, and but of a breadth not 
more than three or four miles, may be cut a-crofs. It is low, fandy, 
and light foil 5 digging but five feet, will bring tht labourefs to the 
level of the fea ^ and it would require no great Breadth or depth at 
firft — for if the gut be ready for letting in the ftream about the time^ 
of the frefhes coming down, the river then getting a vent in a 
llreight courfe, will with the greateft violence force itfelf a paflfagc^. 
as wide and as deep as may bie necefiary even for the navigating of 
heavy velfels. Should it however Want any amertrdment, either as to- 
the depth or breadth, it can eafily be done ; our Inftruments ufed ia 
clearing of rivers, may be here alfo ufed ; the ftrength of its ftream 
being then tum'd direftly weft, there will be no longer ahy fear of 
fand-banks rifing with the wafti of the fea, but fcfe entirely carried 
off by the ftrtam. The ifland of Serifipall, dr S^tixtfpahy may be: 
fufficient for a fort: it is not likely W6 Would bfc refused it; nor 
that Muchtard of Leghiboli Would deny us t!he liberty of cuttin'g a new 
mouth to the river, fince it would grektly teiid to his advantage- 
In all whfch the only difficulty appearing to me, is whether or not 
the frefli- water ftream could over-power the fait, fo as not to be 
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ipcommoded with the want of frefh water : but this, with the pof- 
fibility of finding frefli fprings clfewhere, I muft leave to future 
difcoveries, and for this time bid farewel to Africk fhorc. 



CHAP. XIV. 

0/ the return of the great Jhips to England — The feparation of the 
Jquadron — And particularly of the hardjhips the Fougueux encoun- 
ter'dfrom the Latitudes of forty^ three degrees thirteen minutes norths 
to her arrival at Spithead. 

AS the commodore purpofed to make the beft of his way to 
England, he took with Him the Fougueux, Naffau, Dunkirk, 
and Prince Edward only, leaving the fmalier veflels to convoy the 
empty tranfports at their leifure, who had as on Tuefday the twenty- 
third finifli'd their bufinefs at Senegal. On the twenty-third, then, 
we fail'd from Africa, and under fuch a crowd of fail, that on the 
twenty-feventh we left the Prince Edward, not many leagues diftant 
from Senegal 5 and purfuing our courfe with the greateft expedition, 
although the weather was blowing inconftant and fqually, we ftill 
kept abroad the fame fail night as well as day ; and on the day fol- 
lowing the Naffau, a great way a-ftern, was obferv'd to take in her 
main-top-gallant and main-top-fail, and haul'd down all her ftay- 
fails between the mafts, having, as was moft likely, fprung her main- 
top-maft J and on the morning following, we found that fhip had 
alfo drop'd a- Hern of us. Ort the eighth of February the winds 
grew ftrong and fqually, accompaqied with rain and a north- weft 
Avell .5 on the ninth, early in the morning, I think at three o'clock, 
running at the rate of ten Ifnots,'in a rough and fwelling fe?, we 
thought it time to take in the firft and fecond top- fail-reefs, and to 
hand the mizen-top-fail 5 at feven o*clock, we got down our top- 
gallant-yards 5 at eight, the fpfit-fail-top-fail-yard ; and at eleven, 
or about npon, we found it neceffary for the fafety of fo dd and fo 
crazy a ihip, as well as for the confideration of five hundred fouls on 
board of her, to manage with the utmoft prudence : and as it would 
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have been the greateft inftance of madnefs to have endeavoured ta 
force an old complaining veflel thro' the fame feas with two new 
and ftrong (hips, we clofc recPd and handed our top-fails ; in an 
hour afterwards, to eafe her as much as poflibie, we lowered down the 
tnizert-yard { in the afternoon, labouring prodigioufly in the fea, we 
endeavoured to unbend the fore-top-fail, but, in the execution, the 
winds fplit it to pieces ; and about fix o'clock that evening, we lofl 
fight of the Torbay and Dunkirk. Being thus left to ourfelves, in the 
wide ocean, without afliftance if we (hould have in our diftrefs'd con- 
dition fprung leaks or foundered we went on under an eaiy fail, fome- 
times putting abroad and fometimes taking in fail, as the feas, the 
weather, or conveniency would allow j having then got into a con- 
fiderable northern latitude (forty-three degrees thirteen minutes, and 
diftant from Senegal upwards of one thoufand fcven hundred miles). 
On funday the eleventh we were oblig'd to get down our fore-caftlc 
guns into the hold, if pofiible to eafe her forward ; but to little pur- 
pofe : we then found the (hocks (he received in the harbour of 
Corke, did very much affeA her. On the twelfth Ihe broke two 
iron fiandards, fupporting the beams in the orlop deck ; on the next 
day a third : and withal laboured and ftrain'd fo prodigioufly in a 
huge and confus'd fea, with ftrong terrifying winds and heavy rains, 
that there was not one dry part in the (hip, below or aloft. Below 
water, the fea ran thro' her fides, in fome places with the noife and 
force of a cafcade, infomuch that our great pumps were con- 
tinually at work, to keep her above water : and as to ourfelves, ib 
miferable was our fituations, from her leaky upper- works, that there 
was hardly an ofiicer or iailor on board, who for weeks together 
knew what it was to lay down for an hour in a dry bod or 
hammock ! On the fourteenth we defcried a fmall vefiH in the 
fbuth^weft:, to whkh we gave chace ; but carrying away all our 
fleering fails, loofing one of them, and finding we did not cooie up 
with her without them, altho' we had realbn to imagine her aa 
enemy, yet being in no condition to keep out at fea, we retum'd to 
our proper courfe, and to a fafer canvafs : when happy had it been 
for us, we could have as eafily retom'd to better qu^trters I Straggling 
thro' mountain fe«8> tempeftooos thundering weather> heavy rains, 
a labouring ihip» wet beds» and with fluxes amoogft our pec^ 
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daily incrcafing, wc weathered out another week.— —When on the 
twentieth we broke one of the ftandards on the upper gun deck, loft 
one of our hands over-board, and had alfo our larboard bumkin block 
and (hrouds wafli'd away. On the fame day, at noon, we defcried 
two fails to windward, being then at S. E. b S. who we foon after 
perceiv'd alter'd their courfe, and flood for us : hauling up our fails 
ro wait for them, they foon after hoifted Englifh colours ; but at the 
fame time, putting abroad a iignal, with which we were unacquaint- 
ed, they haul'd their wind and would come no nearer us: feeing* 
which, we gave them chace, and the rather, that it was not out of 
our way to port ; but after a chace of two days and two nights, they 
at lafl under the cover of night got clear of us : and by whk:h, we 
had the misfortune to break two of the fore-maft chain-bolts for- 
ward, to draw out fevcral others, artd to loofcn the fhips upper 
works fo much abaft, that the carpenter, afraid fhe would there have 
parted afunder, begg'd the captain to throw fome of his guns over- 
board to lighten her. 

The captain, however, unwilling to think of fucb an expedient, 
until we were brought to the laft effort, gave the guns a reprieve j 
and the fame day, being the twttity-third, we fell in with another 
fail, to which we gave chafe, and had the pleafure of meeting with 
a friend in the honourable captain Barrington^, of the Achilles^ 
from whom we had once more the fatisfadion to hear of the prof- 
perity of our afiairs at home I We had for the befl part of that 
day moderate weather and fair, and were in hopes to carry it fo into 
England, being then by accounts not many leagues from Scilly 

iflands. But alas ! at fcven that evening, the weather again grew 

fqually, with rain, in which wc were obliged to clofe reef our top* 
fails, and get down top-gallant yards : on the morning following, the 
weather waxing flUl more fevere, we fhruck our top-gallant mafts,. 
and got once more under our fore and main-fail. — ^But even then (he 
pitch'd fo violently under water, and took in fuch fwcUing feas,. 
that wc were obliged to endeavour if poffible to get the fprit-fail 
yard upon the forecaflle; in effeding of which, one man was 
carried twice under water with the yard, and being once wafhU 
from thence, he clung to the ropes and fav'd himfelf, with two 
more in almoft equal circumibnccs» while a fourth oa the lee arm 
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of the yard> was waih'd^ entirely from \is j and -altho' wc faw him 
iWim ftrong in the water, until the towering leas feparated him 
from our views, and might ftruggle with death fcv a conGderable 
time longer, yet was it not in our powers to yield him the leaft 
affiftance ! At five in the evening we were oblig'd, by an increafing 
ftorm, to lower down the fore-yard, and bring the fliip too under 
the main-fail and fore-ftay-fail, which at feven o'clock we fplit, and 
in lieu of which, at nine, we hoifted up the mizen, reefd and 
ballanc'd ^ in which condition we drove, at the mercy of the winds 
and waves, until the twenty-fifth at noon, when we were enabled 
to ware fhip and make a little fail again : — and after plying for 
two^ days longer to windward, we at laft in the latitude of forty- 
nine degrees forty-fix minutes, got foundings in feventy-five fathoms 
water, on a fine white fand. On the twenty-eighth the weather 
grew moderate and clear; the winds enabled us to lye up an 
E.S,,E. courfe, with our fails full; and on Aih-Wedncfday, the 
twenty- ninth of February, we made the Lizard. 

Soon after which, being carry'd into the dock at Portfmouth, after 
a very ftrift enquiry, the fhip was found fo bruis'd with her mif- 
fortunes at Corke, and< fo weaken'd with our diftrcfles at fea, that 
ihe was rendered unfit any more for that fervice ; unfit even to lay 
t>y the harbour as an old hulk or prifon-ihip. — And while fhe was 
taz'd to the keel for the value of her old iron only, the workmen 
were even afraid to meddle with her, leaft in many places flie would 
have fallen afunder, altho' fhor'd up in the dock, Thefe are the 
jdangers your friend has pafl:, — ^which now are turn d to praifc* 

I am^ 

My dear Sir, 

Your*s, &C. 



F I N I S, 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Digitized by Google ' 






Digitized by LjOOQIC 



y 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



i 




Digitized 



t /Google 



